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Special Issue Article

The Impact of Chatbot Anthropomorphic Cues
on User Attitude and Behavioral Intentions:
The Mediating Effect of Parasocial Interaction
and Contextual Differences Across Task Types

. a b
Yulei FENG °, Yefu QIAN
* Department of Communication, College of Arts and Media, Tongji University, Shanghai, Mainland China

® School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, Mainland China

Abstract

With the widespread adoption of chatbots, research into how their
anthropomorphic features shape user experience is urgently needed. This study
examines the effects of anthropomorphic cues (e.g., avatars and naming
conventions) in chatbots on user attitudes and behavioral intentions. Drawing
on social presence and parasocial interaction theory, the research employed an
experimental design and collected 485 valid responses. The results indicated
three key findings. First, regarding the efficacy of anthropomorphic cues, highly
anthropomorphic avatars and human-like naming significantly enhanced users’
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positive attitudes, usage intentions, and willingness to accept recommendations.
Second, concerning contextual variations, although task type did not moderate
the relationship between anthropomorphic cues and usage intention or
willingness to accept recommendations, anthropomorphic avatars exhibited a
more pronounced positive effect of user attitude within hedonic-oriented tasks.
Third, regarding the underlying mechanisms, parasocial interaction and user
attitude functioned as serial mediators in the relationship between anthropomorphic
cues and user behavioral intentions. This study provides theoretical grounding
for chatbot design, advocating for task-specific anthropomorphic strategies and
the optimization of cues such as avatars and names to improve the quality of
human-machine interaction. Future research may further explore influencing
mechanisms and practical applications across diverse cultural contexts and task

scenarios.

Keywords: artificial intelligence, chatbot, parasocial interaction, anthropomorphic
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Wit

A BT 5 9l iy B AL B A o S ) BE AR T > AU R I
HAl o N ERER AR A - FRRFHRMEZEEE AN TE6E
(artificial intelligence, AL) FZ il (1) 28 il 14 8% @ > SL[E G E T RIRF 45 1Y
B E (Yang & Lee, 2019) » fd F 15 LU B 22 BRI - 7 8 4 B
B PR A T R M AL B s A SE RIS AT AT F AT BB
%> B HEN 2 2L (Davenport et al., 2020; Huang & Rust, 2021a) o
ST T > WA AME S AT TS E A > 08 B A0 A0 el 42
b T FLEEE 2 FLAf = B TR 09 R BE AR (Youn & Jin, 2021) o HIR B
i N8 28 2 B B AREE 5 R FRBLAT - 75 A B Bl B 1) e SR AR B
FH 25 4 17 H W7 28 B 1 7B i 2 20 (Lou & Yuan, 2019; Okuda & Shoda,
2018) - 3 O AR B iz e A e R RO BOE S 2 ou I (Pillai &
Sivathanu, 2020) ° %8 — % il {8 AL 5 | 53 22l S 1% 24 0] B 73 (Huang &
Rust, 2021a) - 557 B 8 JF 1f v BL i o 98 A4 B ) 4% =9 ¥ ) (Chan-
Olmsted, 2019) -

TEC R AT A T > BT S AL MR AL R 0 F T 22007 508 A i 4t
A (anthropomorphism) %& — % 0 & - 5 AALAE 2 NBUIE NBE
Bl R T A R A O B B T (Duffy, 2003; Puzakova & Aggarwal,
2018) » HBE M B B RLRE Y BB 1 O 15 2 2 2R B E - 4L e AF
TE 35 (social presence theory) 48 t > {18 i 75 B B8 o B0 2 1 41 &
EHEE > RUSEE e B U N RE B o B R B A B A B
17 7% I HE (Garrison et al., 1999) o & Wl K #4505 8 5 AL 5T 2 8L
57 o ot ) e DR A A A R 4 T 7 2 A B 100 5 R AT B A i
5 18 B BiLE{E (Van Doorn et al., 2017) o BESWF 5 H R - B A N4
IR ~ P76 L e B0 i 22 55 B AL SR R B B 1 1) s B
Y P& 3% i #2 (Schanke et al., 2021) > S 4 3 5 48 {8 ] 2= (Noor et al.,
2022; Youn & Cho, 2023) = #R1fi > BIAWFFE 2 5 i e AL st i) 3
FREL > SO B 00 AL PR A BN 2 o AW T 18] 0 B U = AR A% L
WEFT IR« H— > AL A% 3R ey L3 98 1 {4 P R e A R
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FE 5 T BE AL AR R TR0 BB R AR b an oAk B AT A E R =
S [T ) 8 R B LB T L nT B4R A o

M > B E RO RT RE R SE RS i 22 B 2 B
F BB - Huang B Rust (2021b) HEA IRBs HAER) — 705081 > & 2 F
3B i) (utilitarian-oriented ) Bl = 4%%E i) (hedonic-oriented ) ZEFSEE M (1Y) & 4y
HEZE » i 5 DASICR BURS BT 2 420> > o ALY 0 AT B T RE > WA A%
W AR 5 R R DU B R A B AR > T A ALY R e DA
SR EAETR SR o AR SE H B - 0 AR (Okada, 2005) o AL
FTAEIE —THEZE T AV R B ) 2 B JF PR - fE R By e > B
AV 275 208 1 8 A A A R BT SRR 45 - A B R T {6 B N (Bl
et al., 2021) ; {HFE DA 0 AR 55 > 208 32 o J B8 A b ] g R B Ik S 3
TN 2 AR AR, (Castelo et al., 2019) o ML —3FBLE /R > Bt ALY RE
PR W T AR SE TS S R A T B RE S 2 > 7 e e R b LS 2 B B Y E
THT 5 288 o SR > B A SC R 368 G R 1% B8 RO 1 i IR ST TR B W0 25 > G
= AR SEH BT T B AL SO R RSP LR -

P 0 B T g B o 45 AAL SRR BV A n] o ol R A € A0 A
P (parasocial interaction theory) B 6 B AN 4T £ 7 [ (14 B Wt on DA ff s o
WEAT B A AR IS A o 08 B R B T o e O ) A R A R B
B AL o W B # S7A% 1B 45 (Horton & Wohl, 1956) » t—Hi5¢
TE BT IRp AR — 25 R A8 B B By S > (1 P 3 S 0 R A R N BN
Al SR 5197 Al 2 A DL N % L 38 ) 00 2 52 I (Labrecque, 2014) o HLEETM 5 >
e P R AL I R e 2 & 5 |8 i F 3 i #E 2 A T (Balakrishnan et al.,
2022) > AR H A A B 2 A A I > I T AR M BB (Cheng et al.,
2022) 5 70 Wb A O S5 o A S BRSBTS R A AR AT 2 B I R R
1EAHEA (Chua et al., 2023; Upadhyay et al., 2022) - [Fl1t > #E A {45 & n]
FIE 775 08 YR A 2 1 (1 0 R R A > e S O R B BT B
& IVEH o

4 B FTER > AW B AL BUA DT S0 R M g A AL U
RO BRI SR I - > ASEEEALER R - L
e AL A BB A 44 75 2B P R RE AT 5 AR 0 B S R

H
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%

B AR o 45 7% e A ST SRR BEL G ) AR P AE B AL AR R AT o B
I A SR IEBIE T - U RE s ATHEE N AL ST i) B i 3 e B
R P4 (350 14 70 Hr HEE 20 BB B AR 9% -

B4 1F S
BAACEAE R B AR

pikisy N PN S PNIUE - YN SR AN T Bed R iR T
(Araujo, 2018; Youn & Jin, 2021) o Hii K #&#8 A B9 5 AL ek w2 — 18 4%
NERA R S T I A R A 28 BB e o L H M7 i
o 5 5] 5 S 5| g ) i B B A R A i KRR AR
$eE N 2T U 10 4 A 1 1 B R A (Jang et al., 2025)  %& —#EFE R HEY
BT R AU ABRIE & - A akEE S5 > i AR RS0 g
T 5 #97 i \ K (Ahn et al., 2014; Araujo, 2018) ° BF5E K0 > & JE AHH
BB R B SRR > A AR DAt s fb 59 5 T AR RE  HLE
RIS Bk el B2 i AN LR ST ERE) 1) (Nass & Moon, 2000) °
BAVFRTE T 2R AN TR R MR - B HRE
KE - EEEANER - IR - 2SS EBTER B A B8R
F o L TE E]RERE ] - R EA ~ IF IF R GE 5 R DL K IR R R
S5 b > D IRARRUNE S R - HE SRR R RN 1 BRRSE A A A
M (Li & Suh, 2022) ©

By RS AT B AL S5 36 5 B4 ) 2 SO 1) INAEAE FA A > 4L & A7
TE H 5w 8t 51 ANE B 4% 0 40 AT HE 22 (Araujo, 2018; Schuetzler et al.,
2020) o A1 77 AE SRR {1 B8 AE S T Bl 17 B v S S0 B R A R
B0 B s 36 5 7 00 5 I NSO ARJE (Short et al., 1976) £ AHAZ H.
MRS T > da — RS E — 20 2 i 2 (1 P 255 360 i 0 B M Ak 2 e 0 Y RN
FEE o AEE T > WK BT 2 B TR b AR 2R e 40 4 R 1 5 A
B AR > A A N 5 R P 2 ) R N BT 5 IME (Araujo, 2018; Cai
et al., 2022; Crolic et al., 2022; Tsai et al., 2021) o It F8 %4 € (1% AR 5 76 i
BN SRR B AN BLO B VB AL R B - 3 JE NBTE B T AMERE
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ELIRE > A8 A ) A I LA 2 B A AL RS R AT A R IS AR Y
S BOR T A 2 ] SRR > A 1T A A A 57 1% B4R &5 (Epley et al.,
2007; Crolic et al., 2022) ©

TEBE NSRRI SRS R b T SR 4r ROR 2 A8 25 s s BB &
Y HRER > TERCEE A B K MR N B RR Ny T AR
TR 25 25 1% BB % B 307 (Jang et al., 2025) o BFTHEH > MR A S
NI B AR DA R 2 it g b B B EBHFNE—
ER S > fil 5 o 20 00 17 JRR O 45 B s 1 JB% > T B2 H AL & A7 AE B (Gong,
2008; Schuetzler et al., 2020) 41 > Gong (2008) 4 it B B a& HH#E A\ 1L
SEAG BLAL S A7 e R R B IEAH B 5 Adam %8 A (2021) #E—E 5T 888 -
PR L8 N4 7 1Y il 24 SR e 900 A R0 A A & AR R B » SR $RE
2 SO0 R e g N ) A ol P IR o b R T B TR A B AL SRR
N FEURR R W AR RSB D - (R0 P 5 0 O 6 B A AL & LB HE 22
Z % (Kim & Sundar, 2012; Kim et al., 2020) o {&& WK #eee A #EE AL
MEREB Z AL PR > 8 B SR B A A B SRR T LA
ELEE AN E M (Sun et al., 2024) > AWFSE B AN E R BE AL BEIG B4y
LR E > AR EE T~ B AR H A B A AL SR AT A T > D
B4 B SN B B R A A o

BAALE R — AR

TEWN R 25 N sest b > AL LR > UH B AN SR AE A
D BRR > AR NS IMBURR L > B A A 80 o 150 ) 5 BB 2 ]
1) 1% JE% B & B 4 € A7 7E /250 (Chen et al., 2022; Fotheringham & Wiles,
2023) o JWAEEFE R WA A 1) 7 IR B AR B ELAR AL 5 R T 1
2EH G T E AN BB YRR (Epley et al., 2007) o B0 5 -
15 AL SR PR A AL BL (5 98 > BE A0 AL (50 P 20 0 A P IR 2 A
AN O IR TR > Sl 27 8 BT A A7 A A b A SR B > R T A
B0 R B B O\ BB RN JE BEL 4% 4T )% (Chong et al., 2021; Go & Sundar,

2019) -
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U W FE O 48 N SRS 2 388 AL BT Y LR 5] o Chong %5 A
(2021) 45 > W KBS AR BT SMELA] B 4% 58 AL A ) 2 8 oAk g 7 A
T~ T Rre Sy i i AL 6 A 8 B8 5 Go B Sundar (2019) HI)

— B MR FIEAFESE IR B E R - B AL S BE A SO A
%aﬂxﬁﬁTEE’JﬁHa Ree AL ol ) 2 DRI M e N 8 B o v 2 A 1 4 T
RBRE o BRSO B A TE B i A% OB — B NBIHBIE At e
FETERY B GALAT 5% - B HA0 RSO (o 1 28 097 00 SR A 8 A0 AL 8 B 30 A 42
(Lee & Jang, 2013) » ¢ Ifii fifg %% 5 R Mk (1900 B2 JE - LT 5 > A WS
fe iy o B AL BRSO 68 2 S I R 28 1Y 47 E% % (Arraujo, 2018) >
S 3 — 25 45 v 8 ) A D6 BRL HE S 42 22 FE (Chong et al., 2021; Go &
Sundar, 2019) o FEjA I3l Sy BLUE R5 L > ACHIF 5% (R s B A AL SR R
T R AT B A A

HI1 = BEAACBEARIE 1 5 B FH 3 I R as AR (a) BRBE ~ (b) 4
FTRRE B () $e32 FLAHERS i B

BALBREZ = 4

N IPR S NG & (RN R (V% R - DN (o 75 4 ik X 3
NJAL e o FRik - AR A Ak AL A 2 A o A A 3 J %k 1 S AT (Blut
et al., 2021; Chong et al., 2021) o I 5 515 B AR AR ™ N AL &5 7
SR BV S 7 B2 B A A S R A INTE B B (Epley et al., 2007) o & JF
NFE B T AN B4 7R - (8 &0 ) 2 0 A 2 Bt & S
MR A s B 4L & 5 B W15 (Crolic et al., 2022; Han, 2021) - It
BTN 2 T A& AT R > Hilma s R > il 7 A8
JE 1) IE NSEE T A AR AR (Waytz et al., 2010) o

BUA W9 C o B AN B 4 e AL 35T 09 B SR T © Araujo
(2018) $5 t > WK Hes AN BR FH A B4 FRE RS TR H A & ot e A2 A
JEGEN > S AR A P 2 BRLAR 2 A P 2 4H Ak P P 155 R 4 Fotheringham
Bl Wiles (2023) #E—25 56 > 5 A AL iy 4% S WG T i it v AL A+ & B HE
TN AL R B R A 2 ARG RE BE B AT By SO RE o B AD Younﬁﬁihn
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(2021) & Kim % A (2020) W56 0 - A B A & BE 3 4R FHBLA )
SR AT IR > FHI R0 TH {68 ) A S 0 R M e %) P B M B 42 2 T o

H2 = ALy 4 1E 1SS 2 0 FH 3 B R MEAs ARG (a) RBREE ~ (b) 1
FA TR Be () $3 JLAHE S #y 3B

EHBEDGAAEGRFTLELEG  BRANMEGHIREE

WA o AR SEBIN M g N B I FH 788 BEL A0 1 5 00 R 5 ) B S
P ZE75 B (Huang & Rust, 2021b)  MREARES H AT — 0 FHAESE
TR0 R % g N 108 2R 48 mT ) 53 £y [ 2y 1) 25 ) B [ =2 44 2 i) | g K 28
(Prebensen & Rosengren, 2016) o T Fi| 2 i) AT 75 32 45 i 4 446 B0 1
D ae K JF B T T ) E AR > 5 dR LR BELAOR > Ak - Al
Gy AT SRR ) BUAT 5 R DAE R B R B S A% L > B B R g
AR~ b R A SRR 5 ) P SUE (Huang & Rust, 2021b) o —43
K5 PR AL SRR WIS SRR L T BRSO o T A -

BUAWETER B > AL BRI A R IR 58 > 2 = A AT
5 K ) 7L (Chen et al., 2022; Huang & Rust, 2021b) o 7£ L FI 5 7] 35
SrcHb o TR B T A R I R A g AR 2 BEME R Rl B TR > S
HE B A D A R U A AR R ) R B A B S L4 U7 1T (Longoni &
Cian, 2022) o JHF 2 0 B 7 K 5 ot 20 A e i S s PR 2% DI AR BE > R 2%
iR A - B ALAE A &R ] g b B $R AL A9 & SR AT {5 (Sundar,
2008) » It HAE BRI AT EUAT S IRy > AT PG B e 2 T BLAOR P BB B
JH 5 s W R i BBl 1 e 0 FE R R EL M (Botti & MeGill, 2011) o &
T > 48 3 o S 4 A\ AL SR 2R AT R T3 I — BB ARG I« E R R
5T B B A ) BUAE B R > B AL BEET vT RE A 4 FE S B R AL e F
98 o S PR HE A% (Huang & Rust, 2021b) -

MRS o TR ) BUAT 5 v o (1 3 B0 SR D R A 2% A e B
LFRE o A B AL 000 10 R B 3% T8 851 35 5 bl B A 8
B BRI MG B AL 1 0 > BT 2 R A I TR Bl B 1Y) e SR A AR

118 A JLIE (Longoni & Cian, 2022) o & WK #E25 N5 # AL 47 R R B 4L
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& 1776 SR IRF > (8 3 1) S B 2 2 57 1 B 45 (Horton & Wohl, 1956;
Labrecque, 2014) o fERIEEE T > A AL 3%t RE A 8T W K 4% 25 AR
5B BT T AN 45 10 3G 8 AL Er A TR IR > (R A P 219G [ Bl )
B A IR IS (Castelo et al., 2019; Okada, 2005) ©
Fr b A BWIOR A AE A I B BB R B RO M - TR
FE [ BT HS b > BV EBURAZ O TR FE R E m BT > A
PEALHRET I i 2 B S 1 75 (Blut et al., 2021) o MREzE KW > 5 A[L 4R
K BE T A2 AL I 6 AR DR ) B b s B AL R RE
W55 ALY TS s fE =g mm AU b > H BBl ALY B %
ML o NI > ARBFFEER DL M R -
H3 = A2 55 20 gy i 0 B A\ AL B AR B R e 28 N\ (a) 3 I 5 BB BE -
(b) 1 B R (c) He 2 JuHeps R Z B AR - BRm S »
LG M BT > B AL SR AR 1 1 ) O BB 5 AETh
A R REE P > HBE W REBI3L
H4 = A1 % 55 70 g i 0 5% A\ AL fiy % B R BE 28 N\ (a) 3 I 5 BB BE -
(b) 1 BB B (c) 2 JLHEps B Z B AR - B = »
LB AL P - B AL A 45 00 0E [ RO S B S e D)
B BB > BB RERS9L

AR AERERFEEGTANLE  BANKRREITA
F B 0k 4 R

HEt 8 3¢ 1F (parasocial interaction) /& F Horton B2 Wohl (1956) &
UCHE > i8R 7 A48 00 ) LI 456 1 €0 E S IRF > T 2R A BEL R BUE R
gt 7 B ) BRAR A BB AN B AR o b e 5 AR AR OB FR A BV IRY EL ) - B W A
iz R IABRR MR > V5 BB A (0t R R Ao 2 R B JE AR
A (Rubin & McHugh, 1987; Whang & Im, 2021) o ¥T4E5K » 5% B &5 Bl 9
J& 2 N SE BRI, > WIFSE B A A0 R W R AR N > IR
BAMBL - w4 07 25 AL SRR 0T R ME AL e 3 1R 0 B S A R
(Han & Yang, 2018; Noor et al., 2022) - B g5 W 57 #n - HA B AL r
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) T R B A N BB A5 A BB N AT B A (T ) o B S ) R
FEET I AL > AT 9l REOM 1) (1 ) B R BLAT 4 B 1) (Jang et al., 2025) e
HE At 22 A 1 IR AR o T B AN S R DR - AR > R
FH & S0 KA A A AL S RE T WD 5 AT TS AR B M > BP0 R 2% AN ThdE
B 2 T SR DU EL RS 5 DAJCETHE WG] ) > RO A AL st i H A B <2
k77 (Noor et al., 2022) o I =81 & % #a 45 AAb AR R A0 w15 DAL
T Bl > AMALERE T s R R S| ) Nk A 4% R R T4 38
W5l > W A A LR AL AT AR o IR A A NI
AR HE— 2D ORI A S L R B 2 (0 P 2 O B R T RRAE
FH 2 A B g > DL & 2 B 9 3 1k (Han & Yang, 2018; Tsai et al., 2021;
Youn & Jin, 2021) o FEiA b3l ¥ Gy BB GBS AR AR IE B M DA N RGR ¢
H5 : $E4b & A B AL B B R 28 A\ (a) £ 35 BB BE ~ (b)
ol B I () ¥ 52 JUHE S B 2 P M B AR b > 4 BE )
1w A
H6 : 4L & A AT AR N AL Ay & BB R AR N (a) 5 BB ~ (b)
o FH B % () $e 32 JUHE S B Z P M B AR P > 45 E )
A o
E—NE o BEEATABEENZLOHEIFEER  CEZSHENR
i 15 2] BR % o 4 > Iddamalgoda % A (2025) 5 i > i il B AT LR
9 R J3E R L AT 7% Tk I Y e 8 T 5 B 5 Wang B Wang (2025) RIS
REBETE AL R R PRk T A RS A EH - ZTER MG S
Xu 5§ A (2024) BEVERRAATSER N R A A5 N - B0 F 58 AL g 28
FE BRI R A e N E SN OB &G > MR 4 028 R 5 BB N EE A R AR >
LI R M 2 ARYBEE 5 Rehman 28 A (2025) HI4E R » ALE#E S
(R JE N AR5 R RT [] R 4 o Y et 28 1 B ] {5 PR JER R o A T R P o
TZHMEBEER - 456 DIGEE > AU FUE— DR > SR - RS
LSRR B s AL AT > R B B R e Ay R
FEJRN 5 A R R g AL B VAL ey SR A LR AR o HE— 20 B ) R
BRAE RS2 AT Ay - PRUHR S -
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H7 = ik R0 7 B0 4 R BEAE e AL BEAR BE (a) 3 I REBEAD (b)
W R s NS S Z R B AR D - iy s A o

HS : Wi A2 B A 3 AR AR e A\ AL 4 B2 (a) £ FH AT (D)
W RS NS R R B AR > B s A o

B — WA E R

i |t e

7 1]
TR i L TREE. W
%éh%% B

MR %

#5833t

ABETE B TELR o R e N AL SRR (B S Ay 4% ) BRLAT 5 Y
(I ) 2 1) BEL o2 S B i ) S ) 35 R RE o R e 4 2 TR Y S L
2 HER M2 (BMR - R ALA S B ML) <2 (i 45 - AL
AL IR AL A %) X 2 (RS - < i s A L BRIgERE 4y ) 1 LR
TER Rt o B R AR IR = A S A IH - A 2 O BB OB
o RBE BRLAT 5 T 10 B R A R

U Sk n

WF55 EARR B8 H AT T BB R R o B0 > i AL s
MaE - B 287 BA U5 IR 2 A8 S 1Y 48 R 23 % (Cao
et al., 2025) o H A S (human avatars > SLIE — 75 F77) 4856 A
NBSMBIRTE SO > A%0 55 B2 B BB B J — B0 1 S
B~ HEERE RO AR SOR > REAMEEE RSN BEER
(caricatured avatars » b [& — 45 F77) £y RS ARG R AL 5 1) T8
SHER > BERE A E SRR A LR > [EHE BB AR LW
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AL g ; YK S (zoomorphic avatars » RLIE 7 T J7) & LURES)
WANE By D RTE S8 > R R 2B i SN BURR L > B8 R IR i 4
et s LT R 5 Uhg /% (functional avatars > B[ — 45 F J7)
SE RIS B SR > Hosent L B Ly Rk A > %l
EREBII RS NIRRT TI6E - P AE S BESnBNL/MBICR -

S8 > BRI R N ACRRIE T 5 3 07 08 S {7 A [ i B
at AR SR AT - FEAREE AL AR SRS R s A
2B AR - B2 NBRE - B S B SR R AL AR R
MBS 5 FE S AL T BB C R AR - AL U i
O - BA - IRESEANET o [ AE EBLEO N SRR He v (RLIE
=) o MEFHIL2 % T Youn B2 Cho (2023) 9 15 52 35 AL $ F2E 4 e > fi
PR P A SEARTE v BTN VEAE TS IR B B L o

Ak > gt Mban g 7 0m s > BA NERE a2 7 FlaneE
¢ (Daphne) ~ 3€ &l (Ryan) > FHE N B A B R B0y mr 22 75 = > filan
R ##5 N (Chatbot) » E AT B & (1945 A (L2 i (Makany et al., 2023) >
DR AT 5519 i 44 07 00 By B - TEARBE LA T > S — & 5 [
HBF > i THAEMAGEN > Bel T ABReE T £k J\1t
ﬂkﬂ#T: R AB LA 20 > WARAE BB R 2 0 > @ b 5ol

DR BUATES o B RIS a4 2 [ /NEE ] 4‘§@§?F]ﬁﬁf£%§
B = WOREEER NE R 45

W%%%%$ w4 Ey [ /N ] o
!&ga 3 ;a!QIL

Human avatars Caricatured avatars

L AEBD

Zoomorphic avatars Functional avatars
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4% Youn B Cho (2023) HYAEH5 73 JEHEZE > ASHIF 50388 U JH S Y 355
e UPRPE ) BT HS b > W R BRSO T 4 S 2 BLE I A 5 R
W FEBFEAE - SRR R B R ] 5 S YR ] FUAT
B s MR B N T 10 2 BLE HE Bk a0 BRI 18 ) - RO RE -
T ) R 28 5 I SRR % SR B B o T AT 55 11 B s ) 1 DA AR ] A% 22
B> (SR HRBHSEIRES NS > DA RSN 48 -
£y Tk O TR S WA G R BB R AR > AW A R AR A 40 A
B R ROE £y [ RS RE @ ERAT | - B SMATIRE S 5 Y-t a
A A BRI > B E YRR o TR BB A0 B RE A T R
o AR RR AL E - TR B R HREE 2 R
&~ o 4 BLAE 5 N2 > AR 58 T 1 P2 1 41073 1% (Puzakova & Aggarwal,
2018; Sung et al., 2020) °

TR

AWFFT 22 BRI KA o5 B B Y 28 L pff 5% #5 5K (Hildebrand & Bergner,
2021; Youn & Jin, 2021) » g wl &5 A A0 B 5o it A DL 45 2 ) ot 5 TN 0
i Fl 5 I o B BRA RV & = BUB AR S > B A B R
HEmBma T - EB G > 288 T B — 0 B G 5 00 5 48 S
PR BAEE ST E BRI B AR AR TR IRF A A 22 B AT A LA T
IR e AN BB R B o BB IRIIRE 0 B =By B - £ B3
AABEEE > BRI N e m 2 (BVERES N T&F ) #17fEkE
AR - WSS HIRF T AR E A7 > an [ 32 B0 Re A B B >
15 1 S PR LR AL S R | FERROR IR P B > & P SH R e AT B4R
BB REOR 5 AR (] MR R B T R A A AR AL ek - IR DA T
B | I R BRI > DA — 2 A

%52 2% Pillai Bl Sivathanu (2020) % Schanke 25 A (2021) OB >
IFi] R 42 ) B 42 BT BRI Bk 1) R i S B E R R ME TR E B A
Hoo S EBORAR A R AR L S SO > Mk B R £ s A A

k> DAPEBRBESNE A T8 o By TR BRI SR - BT A S A6 i T P
124



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2026). Published by The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

WAMBABRACREHERAERERTARRGTE

LT

BIRFE B R RIG - S BEB A o [ =5 T A R
7 ] -

P

£
B Aok

$ﬂ%ﬁ@%ﬂﬁ%¥“?%$ﬁmﬁ%%ﬁ%aEmmiﬁ
ELAT M SRR - A 2 LR B R A Y B s AR S R B BB
@%ﬁWﬁ¢ﬂmnE§Hm&ﬁ%ﬁﬂMﬁ%@E E%ﬁﬁ%%s
3 5 B A0 88 1 2 ) A I 0 R A M A B ) A S S A AR SR A
HrBE B o BRASHRRN T - LS BLE 1 58.76% (n = 285) » “V-I44F 4 1y
32.75%  68.87% (n = 334) B A KE K D) 2L o

PR AR B DAE T FE R0 > 0 9% & i F G¥Power BB AT T
T ELAE ST HT (Faul et al., 2009) - 3@ 284 « Sattae ) (1) = .8
HEVE K E 0= .05 ROMERE F=.25 (PEERUE) > k=8 (2x2x25&
) FHESERER  BEBAZVEMKBHE > BEEARTRE
272N o AWFSE BT BEREA B (N = 485) % 8 I FIAE » A7 RS — K
HUEBR o R A R AR o R AR > DTSR I B E G T
PSR > TSR E B R TN 5 H TE M 2 45 AL BT S B -

T HOME AR BR

27 Tsai % N (2021) WIHRAVEAL R > W 90 38 76 8 B 1% B B 2ok
S BLE A R e o NSRS BE AL FREE > BEIE S - [ SR 5 s 0 K
%%/\»E@E'J e NALFREE Qnfar 2 | (1 = 48 AFREEARMK » 5= B AR AR

o S ARA e B R BUR > i AL BEAGAH Y B AT o B SR
ﬁﬁ/\{t;ﬁ@zﬁ t=14.39, p < .001) » & EIABGERT N T 5 I
N 2 B 5 8134w 24 T ARG 44 > AR5 2 BE Youn i Jin (2021)
R IE BT > R SRR R P 2 B - [ R A RZ I R A a8 2
PEA BB A0 2 | B BRSSP ROCR ﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬁﬁLongom
Cian (2022) WY TR - TR BUE HIB - [ R85 MR BRI R #E 25 A

(S T VI (E 75 2 | (SRR /S 460) o g T R34 7 st 7 125
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TEBE A B OR - TERRA AR BE BRI > [ OR B I id 2 5% B P Ja B B AL 1l
VT e Y B 1 2 AT BIOBRR AR SRR A i e > DA R T B R At
A R -

£ &k

ABIEFT B (A% o 558 B 4 S T KA AN BT ~ o R~ 3%
SEHMERS IR S AL G St BIE R IR R T HE -

L B R HAs AR RS

MAHETER (1= EFHARE - S=E¥FEE)  EEAFERES
BRI KA AR | [ FRABSE M X N ES A S 8] T3R8
1552 {0 K Mg N4 N B Rk | (M =3.83, SD =0.76, o = 91) ©

IL. 5 IR HE S A\ R 3R

2% B W 9% (McLean & Osei-Frimpong, 2019) > ££ ] H. 8 2= 7w 4%
BRI =FFEARE  S5=FERE) - FHERER = EH > &
TE A3 [ 3519 A m] g e A 4 1 A 7S (I K ge \ s TIRIT AR S
RN N L5 T A 221 A HE A ok )7 (R I R A e A | (M = 3.81, SD
=0.74, a = .89)

TIL. 32520 R A e A\ HE TS 1A T

2% Yoon i Lee (2021) MURF7T » SR A LA =% (1= FFHEAR
W > 5= FF R - BB - I [ RIS SR E M X
R ARSI E /8 | s [ RIS 2 MM R A dE®] (M =
3.71, 8D = 0.74, a = .80) °

IV, ¥t 22 1%
FR Tsai 5 A (2021) M EM G XA B L > RN ERF W E
(I=JFHARE > 5=JFHFRZ)  BR=JEHNE  EIHECHEEH
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BE 2 AR T A 1 ] TR S AT (0 R s AR — 2 0 &
(M =381, SD=0.76, a = .89) °

MEER

AT A H A H2 4 Al B 45 A AL SRS AN AR B0 i 45 Al 5
BE B 2 B B KA AN (a) REFE ~ (b) i B FEAN (c) 32
(R o AW FTER ) SPSS B MEAT T — R FN A fF oA - DA RERGE -
AR BTG OE B R AR (B=24,p<
001) ~ ffi Fl & B (B = .23, p < .001) FlI 32 #E S 0 = 8 (B = 22, p <
05) > KL HIT 1520553 o [FRF > BB A AL 45 1F )5 2R I R A1
REFE (B =13, p <.05) ~ i (8 = .12, p < .05) FIHEZHERE ) 21 (B
=.10, p <.05) » [H L H2 1551 55 a5 -

H3 Fl H4 B AT 15 8 2 15 8 o) 7 46 A AL SR8 B e A b 22 3 (a)
il A REEE ~ (b) B R & (o) Bz M i R A BRAR o AW 5% M) AR #7
FI SPSS ik 8 H#EAT T w4 B S H SURE A AT o SRR AEHEAE
T ) 1 B A\ AL SR LA ) 3 R B 2 BT BRAR (B = .11, p < .05) » B[V
AL BEAG A T2 G858 ) BRUAE 5 v 38 772 (51 P 5 S 0 R e i N B 32 1 R A 2K
JRETE A B (BJRAE SR A AL SRR B R (B = .09, p > .05) K A%z
R NHEREZZRE (B = .10, p > .05) WY BAR D A AETE R R0RE o A0
TR A fiE N AL w2 B0 & BB (B = .03, p > .05) ~ (IR (B =
06, p>.05) S H W R e 25 ANHERS B (B = .07, p>.05) WBHAR 5
AFEAE T RLE o

B T Bgas HS AT HG » ASHF 72 ) Hayes B %511 SPSS #M#FE R, PROCESS
H1 Y Model 4 4T T HEAL € AR 0 AR5 H - HE AR ES 5,000
(Hayes, 2015) o H5 it & s A AE e AL SIS B (a) i I E BRI - (b)
it R RR 2 (¢) 32 W R AR A HE IS BB BRR b > I BOE ] R A A 68 o
SRERWT > MEAL e AR AL BEAR BT & REJEE (effect = .24, 95%CI =
[.12, 36]) ~ fii J 2 B (effect = .23, 95%CI = [.11, .35]) Fz #2557 o it =5
(effect = .23, 95%CI = [.11, .34]) WBAR T > B EIER A A o
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HO fi s HE AL S (E et A\ AL fiv 2% B (a) (1 RESEE ~ (b) fa BB
Je () 52 MR A A A HE B SR BRAR > SR A A o PRk
JRETI AT 4 SRR > AL G SR AR AL i 4% B T & AR (effect = .20,

95%CI = [.16, .60]) ~ i i & Ji (effect = .19, 95%CI = [.06, .31]) & #% %
I BE 25 (effect = .20, 95%CI = [.06, .32]) [ BEAR > 4405 1 1F ] o
Mt (RR—) -

Fe— WOk E A B P A RO S T

ProEsEm B a b RO SO HERE

FI 528 - LIRS
DRI - P R

B e ALER

24(.06)
[.12, .36]

.23(.06)

WAL B AT 26(.07)% 93(.02)%+* 35007y 10(.02)%

HEAT G 35 HE 26(.07)%+F  88(.02)%** 33(.07)*F*F  10(.03)***

DRI Sy - i P A [.11,.35]
3@ YN 23(.06)

UERL @ 35 FE 26(.07)%+  88(.02)%** 33(.07)%FE10(.03)***

PRI eI R
FE-2 R - IN |4 2
R A RS
Sk SR IN |12 .19(.06)
(RIS« (R [.06, .31]

AR BEAL A4 5 43 . s -200.06)
BRI © I HEA 22 1E 21(07)%  94(.02) L06, 32]

[.11,.34]

.20(.07)
[.16,.60]

MEA B AZTE 21(07)%F  94(.02)%+ 20007)%% .002(.02)

WA EASTE 21(.07)%F  89(.02)%* 17007y —.02(.03)

14.07)**%  -.05(.02)

B ¢ #ep < 05 e < 001 5 Felt b AL T IR BRI LA O B0 B L S O Y
IR 5 a A% A 1 S MO A S BIAR - b BRAS AU st A B OB B M BIAR -

A 5% £F FH SPSS 41 4#4F2 2L PROCESS ) Model 6 » £ ¥ & sk H7
BEL H AEAT e Ay 30 1 S 7Y 2 A 2 A b RO A B > EE BRI
BIGRSE 95,0000« fFJE 45 R R BRI N ¢ S BHREHT > RPYEAL €
SEAEAN ) # RE BEAE 4 A\ AL BEAR B (a) 66 R - (b) H 24k S S Y
Bl AR b 1 T S rp A A o BRAE AT AE SRR > AL SR S YA
AL IE A B (effect = .26, p < .001) » Ak 6 52 7 S 1] & A6 &2 1 A4 B

(effect = .93, p < .001) » {5 F 35 RE BE Bl ) 75 A LEAH BE (effect = .57, p <
001) > [R H#E3 G 5 15 A0 2 R R A 3 A\ AL SRS B ) = 6 1) BRI

rb 375 3 9 X A £ 8 (effect = .14, 95%C1 = [.07, .22]) 5 JE L Hb > 7F
3 RE Y AR Y op > fER A AL BE A5 B ME A B 52 IE AR B (effect = .26,
p <.001) » MEA: & 55 A B 35 REFE IE A BA (effect = .93, p < .001) > fi#i
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MABBABRANREREALREEATARENRE
FeT Wk AR BN R 5 B 0 G X b A 0ORE
AR Pl BESE 95% Bi5ERN
AL B G — L 3 A — (0 A R .09 .03 [.04, .16]
J5E AL SR —UE A 58— 38 S8 — 8 ) 14 04 [.07,.22]
e AL B — ol 1) 2 R8P — 0 1) =l .06 01 [.03,.09]
5 MU TG — WAt 30— 52 R R 17 .05 [.08, .26]
BEMC B — YA G e — M E MR .07 .02 [.03,.12]
F5E AL BEAGR— {0l JT) 3 R8P — 4 2 M 1 i .03 01 [.01, .05]
e AL A 2 — MM g A A — (0 .07 .03 [.03, .13]
e AL 28— B G 50— o 2 A8 R — {0 R 12 04 [.04, 21]
Je N A i 25— FH 2 A 2 — o ) B .03 .04 (.03, .11]
e bt 2 — WA sc A — 12 M R 14 .05 [.05, .24]
BB — A G e E 2R .05 02 [.02,.11]
158 NAL A 24— {1 FH A R B — e 2 41 S 7 .02 .02 [.01,.07]

DA b Y Ak 8 5 A R P 2 B 7 6 A AL M5 B4 =7 7S R T 1) BRI R
Py g A A £, (effect = .07, 95%CI = [.03, .12]) » H7 {53 Bk o

SRR HS > RIME AL & SR AN ) & BB B AE B A\ AL fim 45 B (a) fifE
FARERR ~ (b) He 52 4 1 BB BRAR i e g U A A o o0 A SR B
o TEAH R AR s B A AL iy 4% LR AL & S8 A IE AR B (effect =
21, p <.05) » HEAT g A1 B BB B AH B (effect = .94, p < .001) >
{6 ) 3 B B ) 2 B AE AR (effect = .58, p < .001) » [RILHERE € 28 7E
AN FH 2 R B A 2 A\ AL i 42 B A AR A BRAR 4 s A A
(effect = .12, 95%CI = [.04, .21]) ; FEEZHERE BRI o > e Nk
4 BLYE A B 52 78 TEAH B (effect = .21, p < .05) » WX € 55 1% Bl (i ] % A&
JEIEAH B (effect = .94, p < .001) » fiff Ff 5 8 B B2 2 W R A 28 A RS 1Y
RREIEAHR (effect = .27, p < .001) » KA @ 52 11 Ff F 5 B 7R 35E
NAL fir 45 Bz 37 1 185 2 5 1 BEAR b 4 9 X R A A £ (efffect = .05,
95%CI = [.02, .11]) > H8 {35 Biiik o

& o B2 A

AWET B AE R AR JT N R AT R BLAY B AL AR R > B d B 129
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31T S A S B 110 R A (D IR R A TR R VAR A B 5 A BRL{GE F  E
JEAE B AL B3R BRAT F A I [ 0 g Kb A e o i o o B L BRARBR
i 45 Y30 P B o0 Y R R e 5 R A B I )

U BB B A5 SRk — 2K (Youn & Cho, 2023) » KB EAT B S8
HNB BT T B 1 5 {7 2 I R B N B LR BB AL AR A A A
1157 | 5% B0 A 0 1 R NI AR HEE BR AN A T £ o

oA AT 85 L ) W B P D - A BIF 5 BT = 4 ) BT S 1 B
s B AL BRGSO P R 0 R 2 A ) B A )R M Ak B T
B AR T B AL AN VE ) (Fenwick & Molnar,
2022) o WEFTFRW] > LR BY 2 S REAG B PR SRR AR o AR AR R BE A
RS RIS 1) AN [R] y fE [a al o J0 JHCAE 15 Bl B B A R L R
IFARNBZ RS T > B HAE SR AE 5 RGN R s N AR YR
(Yen & Chiang, 2021) o #& — 8 BliE—25 ™80 T IR 28 AR 4 A1t
AR RAE WS RN B O IR A ~ R TP I T R VB (B (Li
et al., 2026)

SR > ASBIF 7% 5% BUE B SR 2 517 R 4 A AL AR R B ) SR~ 45232
HE 1 R T ) R 2 A R B AR T o T R AT S R A R BLAT /% I
Z ARG MR B a0 - RpE 15~ P rlse s N T8 24 A B
fii BB & - 1E'5lidé~‘§$§1tﬁ’ﬁ*ﬁE’Jﬁﬂ%ﬁf?ﬁéﬁiﬁﬁ%“@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ Rasheed et
al., 2023) - B —BRIR KM - BEN AT RERTRIE — 17 A EE ]
%EEE’J)EJZI AT B RAT AN E ZVEER R o HIK - ia—45
SR A BE VR B BT B P 0 R A A N A e B B Y ) R B
Yen B Chiang (2021) B0 FT 48 th > 76 58 0B 8 4% ) T - {0 ) 28 4 1)
RIS S BUE U E o A2 AT T ARSI B2 b > W R A 2 A AE R[]
FERS P RE R YE B 2 5 T SR AR AL 5 B R - (R 22 B W R
KA a2kl B3 H A (Qin et al., 2024) > THHE AL AR AR &
PR 2 SEA T R B 25 A RO AMIB BRI R o T8 —WERER ] IR B
N B L 5 O ) B LA DR 0 IR > P ] R T R IS A B O
o FEE - HAEHAIRANEEERRRRE ER R R4
(o BN > T A 3 A0 1 468 AL P2 BE (Pelau et al., 2021) = [FUL » #E A
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o M ARWUFF R 2 B AR AR KE - @A HEKES
L W] BE T T # DU AEJB Mk (Shulner-Tal et al., 2025) » i JF #E AL 43 K Y
FEEr Y > EE R R TR B R A R -

AHEFE R R T HE A A A S AL SIS OR i 4% S RE A
11 5 R B W B AR T R B B AR o E SITE AR B AR o 458
MAE SR F AT e Mk i 5 300 R AR A 1 B AR S L5 AT (Konok et al.,
2018; Song et al., 2023) » 3ff #E— 25 5 B A W R A 5 1Y A8 BE AN 45 2
B - Fr 2wt R RV A RE & N D AR R A 28 A B A 1) A
AR 2 NJEAE AR B 2 e B - ST o) A R A S BRAR 1 A1 BB A A
% 5 B 88 B (Brause & Blank, 2020) o [Mi ASAF 75 HIj 4 — A5 58 0 > 35 AL
22 6 B AT BE 10 U JHUB T I T R B A A I R Mg N BB > NI
WS HAT A BB E AR 5 B AR AT FT M B B o] 2 A 45 A
b s st 28 (i F 22 A R A o P 725 i S 3L 158745 /1 (Rehman et al., 2025) ©

HE—2 > AW ST IR B BLAE B AL SRR LT AT 2 A 1 B B AR
o MEAL g AR AT B A R R T B A R o ESRBE A DR
5T WA A A B T A RE R T B AR AR R A R 2R M ] (Xu et al,
2024) > {H 2 S BIFFT R 95 38 QAT U 2 L [R] A RE AR i S FE AR T o FRAM
(A BIF 7% 5% 3L 7 BB AL AR 3R & e e 1 AR g T 5 28 ol ) & S T R
i NI BB > T A7 R B A I S RN T B R - S AR A Y
WFFE BEFRAE — 35 - B P S AT Y S JRE A2 2 [ Jk— RB & | fih
OO FEAE Y 5228 (Riedel et al., 2022) o %8 — 888 & R N L& GEWF 7%
AL T 2% > EHEAAET AR BN ERER > DLABIR S %
O B 17 R HE B DA % B 2 T A 1 R 3 A3 ] R RS P S R R o

B S A 0 T — S A o (HAAAAE —SE 5 FRAE -
H— HREAEMRN R S RARRAZHERERR
NEBE » RT3 18 5 2 bR AL B BR A 05 in 3 40 30 B A1 7 00 B Bk st
PRI A B 5 HL > FRAMIG R A W R B R AR R = AR AT
AE E A 1 T2 25 1 80 HE B SR UF 9% > (B 15 76 R ARk 48 48 1k 7 (Mo et al.,
2012) o H = AT A & T 95 Bl b 24 E S LSRR T REEE AR 1Y)
S RS TE T RS S H M T S LSRR AT IE o TEARBF TR
EMESRT » EEE RN EE S S F & R 25 &0 (Hu &
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Pan, 2024) o FECFAM B WFFT B SHORRE T 7EAS RIS 5 #h 5 RS 19— 2
PE > DU B g 1 B 5 40 A\ AL BEAG By 24 A 8OR, o (R R AR T T A
BEAURE S A IR A B b A SSARR I R SRR TR s
TE M8 28 T3 A5 v m] RE s B0 FH o A8 B Y BR S 4R R (Chen & Mao,
2025) > [A]IRFRR T A P R e A AL 3 R UM I TR TE SR Bl AR A -

WE B E A F > AT B R AR ~ A 18 5 nt Al & B 3% & 421t
THERERE Bl EREFREH > 7T LE E B AL S A EUR
0 R e N )4 o 42 R AR R o5 P R R MR BB o S R B AL B R AT
hG > WA RE RT3 AMEAL A 6 A9 A RUOK BE (Schanke et al., 2021) - 75
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