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Research Article

Nesting on the Cloud: A Study on the Ritual
Performance and Mediated Communication of
the Living-Alone Life of “Empty Nest Youth”

Jing LIU", Lin ZHU"

“School of Journalism and Communication, Hunan Institute of Science and Technology, Yueyang,
Mainland China

Abstract

The rise of individualization and deep mediatization have promoted the
digital turn in social interaction among “empty-nest youth” (live-alone youth).
Based on the exhibition of living alone on a social media platform, empty-nest
youth construct a “nest on the cloud” as a digital home that becomes a unique
media cultural landscape. Using the method of frame analysis, this study
analyzed the living-alone life vlogs on Bilibili, together with popular comments
and on-screen comments by young people who live alone, from the dimensions
of individual consciousness, self-technologies, and the concept of life. The
study examines the diversified portrayal of modern empty-nest youth and
explores how digital social interactions are carried out through ritualized
performance. The nest on the cloud is not only a home but also a theater.
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According to our findings, as a “player of symbols” in the network, empty-nest
youth reshape the ideal image of the social self through the symbolic
performance of living alone and constructing an open and mobile “cloakroom
community.” As cultural participants, they take part in the production of a
positive, healthy, self-disciplined, and happy subculture. As sympathizers in
ritualized communication, they are committed to delocalization of digital
communication through empathy. The paper helps reveal more dimensions of
living-alone culture among contemporary youth and provide references and
reflections for guiding young empty nesters to achieve positive and healthy
personal development in a mediatized society.

Keywords: deep mediatization, empty-nest youth, living alone, frame analysis,
ritual performance
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