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Research Article

The Role of E-Health Literacy on Protective
Responses During the COVID-19 Pandemic:
An Extended Protection Motivation Study

Di XIAO, Shupei GENG, Huan YU

Abstract

By drawing on protection motivation theory (PMT) and using a cross-
sectional survey, this study investigated how Chinese online health application
users cognitively responded to the global public health crisis during the initial
stage of the COVID-19 outbreak. The study focused on examining whether
their self-efficacy was related to their literacy. The results showed that the
confident respondents performed slightly better on e-health literacy tests. In
addition, both self-reported and test-based literacy positively predicted
protective motivation. These results indicate that the respondents’ perceptions
of severity rather than susceptibility contributed to the formation of protective
motivation. Compared with respondents with a higher level of actual e-health
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literacy, less literate respondents relied heavily on their severity perceptions to
generate protective responses. The findings contribute to PMT by adding the
measure of test-based e-health literacy, eliminating several types of research
bias, and considering the rationality assumption of decision makers. The
practical implications of the results are discussed.

Keywords: e-health literacy, self-efficacy, protective motivation, regular
epidemic prevention and control

Citation of this article: Xiao, D., Geng, S., & Yu, H. (2024). The role of
e-health literacy on protective responses during the COVID-19 pandemic: An
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BRAFHRPHE RN > Hig —HFMEN R o & BBUMREE B & B
IR - PR A IR SRR E T A 2= R B B B AR
BRI B AR R] > (HA R a e R SO E 1R AR 2 Bk b % L[]
B 119 £5 B (Nutbeam & Kickbusch, 2000) o B 2 & a5 i 19 3% & - fit
J R ik ) B E AR T R WAL & B R £ A% b e FR 4L I (online health
community) i — 88L& A B IR T- & (EBREE > 2018) o # % 2020 4F
W > v A R B A R B N B AR R R Ak A o A
bl I B A7 25 A 114 2003 4F ] 3 R B L A0 S8 L —— 1 RE A D o )
FBEREFT I BE DA o SR > WA YR NE 2 [A] ) 2 W fedt e 3R 2 (L P 3 o
A5 i 4 BB Bl 65 R0 A4 Bt VR A R VS B HE 2D © R 2 B AE Lok
AR BB T SR v R - R R E R R A B R bk
FHIE T ZAPLIE (Currie et al., 2011) o FHEZHEAGHEMN S > AW
B 3 0 A 2 B A (R R (1% DU AR TE > fR R R BT 2
BT ~ 7 SE RN BT - B 0 T g P L Pk o

R WETTE KR BRI 25 i 3 2 A5 AR A o K B LI 2 1l
A5 (Yin et al., 2021) o Bl 09 [ B 16 A B RE fe e | ~ T i e | ~ T
St A0+ R | A A A T e 7 Mt T Sl 1% 2k R AR B - R
P Mt R U DA R R AR > Y T 2RIC B R AR TR R o S — i >
Al o~ v R R A R R R DR BREE AN B
ai U AR Ak R 2 F R0 MH S IR IR T 5 8
T~ R b A RN B R L o BN 2T A RS TR S A s R (A
AC 1) B L > o T il (BRI B R E AR 1Y O A E (Bin Naeem &
Kamel Boulos, 2021) o & AP 1 ifi A %0 0 R4 R > 4 6 B w0 i Ak 1
W R > FE MR 1 2 B Z A (Finucane et al., 2000) o K > 358N 48
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it B 2R AR 10 ) — IR B AE A o SME B S W TR 5 o R L
JiF > oS RRARNRIE S 2 R LA T RE g ) 2le BRI 5 3 B 2088 > (9 A il BE AL
KA 5 R o ol AR T B I R RN B AL % RR Y RE
(Wissinger, 2017) o [F]3 > 4% F{#REE (UHBETFE T EREE) &
e 408 4 3 SO0 VRN S B 6 2 0 G SR BN B A Y BE T (B LAy
555 2021) o BEHAAE 1A BBl S M > Rosenthal % A (2020) 42 H % 3
W 2> RBITE W J5 10 - WRANBE B EAATE > SCRBE AN B o 75 — FRLfR
DM TR R EN RO - B - HB R R -
It o #R E R R — RIVE AR P B R ERR A &
O RV~ i B AR BT B B 1 Sl B B o ARPEAS ORISR B
0 SRRSO > AR T R A Y B AN BH BRI T B A8 L RERE B A
AL BB A > AR T AE - SR A S RS
AR AEE > RH A SGRAME IR - B R MPATE N — R EBE S
(Affuso et al., 2023) o TP AYAR b e B 3R 7 20 0K 3 TF E R ok B 3 10 B2 4%
ORI R A B > R R AR E B > A S OB o
SR (et Rl K R fa R B TR I IR AN 1 ) _E A AR L (Serap Kurbanoglu,
2003) - FFZ 05T LA W E 185 &5 1 eHEALS (eHealth literacy scale) 5
B B R LA B A5 WA B 47 L EE R % (Refahi et al,, 2023) »
BN e ST b IR A8 — 1 (BRADESE > 2013) o (IS [ {5 w2 &
B > M IRE I a7 1 B D TR e (R 4% - 2 > 2009) © B3R
ALABAR S H B PR R BLE > AR5 B SRR FE R B > SRR
B I B PR LR 8 T B BT VR B Ak R A M T AS 0 o DRI > IR
BN DR R - B B B IR BR R R R AR
AP —PkE -

[ 3 A I f e 3R AR 0 =~ RO B IR AT B R A A A i o R B
BEAE R PHERE o &S IREE) B IR (protection motivation theory)
FOHE g VR ~ By BRI~ SOMESRKAR B IREE - REEAT S AR
et R 17 2 Ucts 7S KB - BAM 4 FILRE R0 A A0 e 2 5 A
St [a] PE fr v Bl B AN 1% 4817 /%88 4% (Maddux & Rogers, 1983) © {5 &
ol T e S B B N L S b P A PR R A AR T S TR~ VO S A
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[ IR Y FUEAE A R B A PR A OE T R BB AR >
AREEAE B TEIRE AGAEE - SR FRMRFEZERT AR EM
it e L g JRE 4 B ) R A YE A S LA B LR I R R AR S — B s R
(Liu et al., 2020) - #k H AW 5 > A WD 0F 7% LLIE B 3o 7 L &
A5 I e B 2 AR N0 i H B e HEALS 119 2 81 1 45 R LU B » DAAE IE {7
T A TR 11 300 A U B R R 5 (Refahi et al., 2023) o /D HHFFLAER
FEHTE R VIS — R AR T (B ELATI SEAR EE R - R A
55 ) o OR G M S G R A A IUAT B B R o SR AR AR R R
R A s A FR IR AR R R G ) T B S AR B R R > T
Jige T A TR A 2 1 S TR AR SR 4 B e s T S TR AR 2R 1 S SRR
MR IE R > AR N AT A [ Al e 17 Bl 42 0 1k | 3L Al 2 A 2l 28
BWARA EE M RINEANEES S -

B ERFERR

A ELERHE

[ 3 B # | %5 — 35 5 5 1 Rogers (1975) #21 » ik MM 7EH5 &
JEVBS 1 5T 3 B B R B ) > LD A AR A A A A
i3 [ B B (g B A 75 Bh e - P S > AR DR R & i — R fa
FRRET) 2 8 Z AR eE 5 o REE MR — A E R R MR > RIS
AT S BB R A 15 &~ AT 2 R B A e o B SRR AT 2 A i R
S AE FN 8 25 BT AE % U AH B (Maddux & Rogers, 1983) o iz fl Bl g i 14
AP EE A ] B 1% TR A AL 2 B R AT A R o ARAEET BT M MR
(theory of planned behavior) HY &L B; > A" AYAT 2y PRoE & S8R L RE JE 3|
R RTE A AR > DR B R P R 1% R T DA A A PR
MG > T HT R TR SR 4B S | BT R AR AT Sy e AR (M
2022) o FHe I ARAS Y R 8 B M T G (A4S CR e B AL 5 = BTRR B I &5
B 3R G B B B MR RN I AL RE - R AE B IE AR AR o
AT HIRAE - a3 AR B I f7 (Maddux & Rogers, 1983) o Hr
Ty RS SRR~ e SRR AR A A A I L A o 0 il AR B
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AR ~ R AR S E AR AR KPR TR A o B SBHERY
JE MR o AL SOERLRE TR SRE AN ME R AR 40 Bl B R
A 5 - T SR WS 1 45 A BB T AN LA T 97 S0 W BT 4 AT BRAS © AN
5 SR ) T TR B R T AR AR A BRON O T B O B K R L 2 — 5 IR 1R
R RE TR B B AR - BRI B e OBl R > 0 AL B A
RAEB R - ST O S - BhTH - ORIF AL S IR B S5 EL AR A B
1o AW RRE

H1 : A5 % COVID-19 1 i Ttk Jak Jan B O G B B IEAH A o

H2 : A% COVID-19 ¥ 5 Btk g Jn BL I AR S B A IE AR B -

FEAE €O BB B 5 R R DF 7S R [ AR g D RER A REA
O REMINAET-35 8 — BB R 2 BT (4838 5% > 2022 ¢ 105)  (HAERR
B2 - 0wt R A B R RN G o A R A T T A > U HE
) P ) L o A B R 1 RN T U AT S AR O AR
ANHCHE 23 R R A HE T A R B ) PR B K MR o HERT > R IREEE B
TE B T B A8 > R o (2] A I ) 2 R e 7% e L BT 2 155 1 4% 11
AT B (B BE T B P AR Ae 7 5 0 ORI T IR B W
7 o 0T A 7 T T RE N S A R IS A R B A A L 4
U BAKN — ML > DR A 928 1 7 2 AT AT B BE > A R IEAE 2 B B
FRIEE—FAE N > HEBATRMERA SO PR i o T S B (L i
TEIEE > BUR ~ BRI A WA AR M 5 | 220 A 7 AF IR v B e 2 B
PETAER RS 2ok > R AR AR A P IR MR AR BRE T
figp (R ) 4 1Y) LR AR R RN PR E BRI ZR o A T S TS A R IR AT A
PR o AR RSB o AP AR R 1 18 SR 2 o i M T JF o SRR
PR Bl A BB B T R U AR I B B N AR = R I IR R R AR B
(Haque et al., 2020) o 72— #5184 JaU g B g — B P fs © AP
KB B A R 5 A B A e (RRAN) B (I B MRHERE > Bk
PERFRE U B BRI > BRI > BEERREEE %
R > R IR o A G R IR » PR ST A 1) 17 4 Jak
20 JF 5B H T (Harrison, 2020) o SASHFZERE
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H3 : 24 J5 3 COVID-19 fh e T80k gk S 2 S H A e Bl TS R, - 12
W5 38 2 J7 2 COVID-19 1) 5 I P R AA1 -

B EEA DRAERBE AR

{et ff 2 2 (health literacy ) J2& BLAT #% ~ BB AL ~ B [ 55 25 2 W] UR A9 K
& BAREERRETT 0 R > Gk FA R R T S R 5 R
IR I8 E ¥ 4% E MY 45 & (Rosenthal et al., 2020) » {7 X EW R E L —
ZYIHAE ~ BB HAZAYE N (Reddy et al., 2020) o /A [F] & & 35HHE A
TEA A 5 e T A ARG R 45 G R B > HEE )RR E LR B F M
PR o DM RENMIEAEE R F A2 A EAHSR
LS BA T DL RS P TR i a2 ] o AR BRI R
SR KB RIEIR > REETERERAREY - (HAEIE [ 42 b B[ {2
FRER W EARINDHE > MR FREFERRENRAZLE » BA
T AE T R ) A AR T R R R O A o i R R AR A O AR R AR
B > 2wk Al i R B R RN M e fg R Y 1Y 48 — (Bin Naeem & Kamel
Boulos, 2021) - i #% b fl fE R = A G A FrACH R BB % & - A
W 7L R S S 7 5 LR AR R ) — D) RE - AR
il e 1% SR B v BB 1 9 S FLZ 28 (Liu et al, 2020) = [RIIL > 4% F @&
BTHE AT b % D B w7 1 A R - — 2 B R A R A 0k N
(387 B 2 B U A B ) B B T RN AR o AR 3 S A B 4
VB NER BE R e 2 B2 o AShig DARHEE 77 X 3 fat e A ) e A LR SR
RV AR A SR A SRR S N R R > BB A A AR TR B K
18 > TE AT REAE A K B G S E > B SR BT AR AT > B
[ % i B R NG BEAE 1 B LA R BR B o

B b i R 2R A [ R G ) A Y AR - 2 BOER R R N — SOt BLES
F iy R T A B E 95 w8 2 R RE M E ) 1Y > RO AR L f@ R R A ik
TE R R ) R R IR ERE > A B R SR S AE BT T & Bhe R - sk -
B AL (R SRR BE T o DR T 25 5 A R e B A4 okt B {5 L o
(Li et al., 2021; Patil et al., 2021) o B TT K 2 54 B RAAEE R B2
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SURE SR BAAR AZ > {4 ] eHEALS %5 B 5 % U T &= 45 4% > 193 8
HEPR AR DR R E S (B E) 2 MR RER Fn0
RESE > 2018) o #F L fRFEZFRE 2 AR A ALBEA BARHE - A AfF
OuE il T 8 S EEAT R E AR RE ST 1 FI B - 3 0E T R B R AL S
MR RIS & o B B IR B R T8 S0k 2 P08 > pEE 5E
HMEBEEMEENRE - REMNERSREOoaR@LEO > @ 558
e — B4R T I 0y R o B IRALRRE IR 2 R 25 A T g 1
[l ERY 77 2 0 B S IR R e AR T R 2k > 3l A B R T 2 K B
Z EE BRI B ) PR SF > 5 40 JEU g RN R AR - A T AERRBUR |
7 (Shirish & Batuekueno, 2021) o %& 2 /% fof 3= 3t 1 48 22 £F FH A i 5
HE B A7 5 68 5 15 0 HC A i B B O BOE < BRI 0 SRR B
PR IRAE R R B AERRAS R o HARF R BUE -

Hda : 5% % COVID-19 i 4 b4 5 B Bk me (B i 4 b A

REFE ) B R B B OEAH B o

H5a : A5 % COVID-19 iy 43 b e B R he UL & B 4% B R R
FIEARA -

T H > BB A 5 A B LR o LA R
f e E R RE T B S E K ER GO B TR & K] - T4 A
15 1o Ja A B O R A A 4 [ 8 B 15 1 i 2 (over-confidence bias) 5§,
[ BB % — 77 % 4% | % € (Dunning-Kruger Effect) (Dunning, 2011) » H 3&
AT R B EE T M 5 2R R LT B IR EUR » SRR ER A B O
PEEE S EES - NEeMEMEREAG A S > MEH A AEEAR
ik o AHR o REAR G AR AR B BB - RBUGIEF AR
A 85w R 2 B O BE A B8 5 58 K AT S B Nt AR %5 %) (Dunning,
2012) o FEf@#FRME b > B w0y 3 FRSCAE AT BE R MR B 55 0 RGE A
HAEBEAGBLSARAR R EEF TR EERE > EEAC AR
TR F S A BIE SRR - (AR BUER R ER AR ERET
ZRMERE > AR R B WA S HEE M o T AR kI A B R Y
fafed S > A - IEMETE OB (R S8 IS R LA AR
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H4b : A5 % COVID-19 4R LA e B BAABE LR BB R R -

HS5b : A ¥ COVID-19 iy 4¢ Lt B B ke B H 2 BiAr LR &
HEHME -

H6 : AR COVID-19 H) % 8 45 b e e 2 25 B AR i B BE IEAH B -

P4 S 28 3 G JE R L8 T

R 8 ) 6 L iy i R R R L v 1 PR R T A BB TR T
LG IRRAE A~ HeAEE T~ TROBEHO TE A Y £ 1 B R A% Ry A
Wik 1) Bh 1% A1 2= JiE (Mermelstein & Riesenberg, 1992; Pechmann et al.,
2003) o it Bl AR P i ARE ARSI A ) et o R AL A WA i () 8 2R AR i
FEHR R &5 R - 58 S 45 B Y OF i HE B 428 15 A0 05 o A JEAE B LB 1 )
1 i ) JE o AR o IR A S AT i R U 1 A3 A RN AR 8 An SR AR

JE (RESBRAS R R > R 70 JE P i 982 R85 2801 BB i R AS ] 48 A S
B s e A A (S R 2k e 4 2 HLJRUBg i # AN %#) (Vrinten et al., 2016) o
RN A B G B A 110 BRAR D T IR E B MY E AR A B AR M BB
) 7 ) A A R 4 P B A SRR — MR R LA R E B
0 PR BT B AT 2 B ~ e RS SRR A AR N — B Bl B R L = A
BT B B IE (R (De Martino et al., 2006) o {E & INTERIE & - BB
ol I 5 R R I A SRR R AR AT SR e (R R A LR
AR AR > ZFHBY GG UR ~ 434 BRIV IRF BRI R A BT A R Y EL
FB(BIF > 2015) o

ARSI o3 BT A A7 Pt N AR AT iR A - BB A o BLATORE Y
LA AR L > KEL 30 Y RS I 2 mT PR 0L AR M DU AR AL A A
FEAE A E RIS B AU AR ~ AT ORGE T I Y AN 4E > T g P R
— 11 IR A% R B BE A A JEU B B B R R R R GE M E A - SR 2R
TERY - AR IE AR B REMAE R > A T RE s SR AN
Thim 2 SR E R A EMEEmTE AT ERB RN EE - NHE
A5 B 5 Tk P00 SRR P o Ll A i R L B R (B e R AT
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G M IR ) SRR NG A &5 5L > 1 T B e T T FE R ) AR
02206 1 P 4 AR A AL 3 HE AT PO > 58 2% DROR E RE A S B 2 T L &
AUFE R 8 SR P > S E 2 T B R R ) 1 R A
(Loewenstein et al., 2001) = & JRUBG 11 45— 18 EL 5217 JF 58 0 g 1a 9 40 7 >
AP € RCE 5 ZU R BT IS S 0 B S 7 e ke BE R AN AR B s > B
— AR 5 [ JEURR R | (risk aversion) (Lilleholt, 2019) o 15 /g X
T o AP PSR AR R A A ACRE ¢ PR~ HERR - B (HE D HERE
MEARE > B A RF MRS (Stango & Zinman, 2023) o B4} I {d
FRERER AR Bk 5RO R 42 15 2548 R 2 R
B 4o B A A R A fet R S o A I TR E AN RV~ E AR AE > R
iz P ) e A o — il B ) 1 4 1T S R T K i U VRN RRENRS )
HIREIEEE > R ] B A AR RE o« AP IE IR E -

H7 : % % COVID-19 iy % B 4 I A 5t 3R % B I fie o1k gk o &1

FHBH -
H8 : A P ¥ COVID-19 [y & 8 4% b it 3¢ & 78 B 5 ik ) n 5
FHBH -

N HE Y PR SR R A LR A PR e B AL B 2 o —
T TR0 $ ATRFE 0] R € 5 2 AP B PR BE AR () i 5 —— R A
I AR 2 (Karson & Korgaonkar, 2001) © 35— 7 [ > [ 3 JE g Ry
P BRLJERPE 1) L i PR A R S Y D R AR AR A R TR TR
S I THT 6% 174 TR [6] )88 7 (Radvansky & Asheraft, 2014) o £ b il 5 2% 3% s
o LAERCIE R 4% (working memory ) iz SIS A 49 1% 1 BiL2 175 AH B 1)
Mg E AR E N - A7 SR HERR AT A S AR R iR AR
i AT > (R BB T A AR B AN R G DU D o BRI IR
e -

HY : PEE & B DERERENRS - A% % COVID-19 iy i H#E:

TR Ja B R o o A 1 R AR AT P D o
HI0 : P35 & BAR LR BRI - A5 H COVID-19 i 5 ik

SRR SR B R B R ) R AR AT BT U o
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G F R REF

AT A2 A TG 364 07 e 5 1 R IR Y (R B A o W R s i AR

BEIR T RS HE S - SR (B 2 B A A T M 2
SRS > e AR RRAE 5 FUAR B I A b 1% L 2 04 i S i
ok -

R T A 2 B IR 68 P R AR T R 1 20 2 JeRL gz 1)
JFEEE ~ B E A o T2 % Yang 25 A (2014) S1-3H7 BOR 25 10 14 7 B)
R TR 5 NI A R I A R TR L DL o FE AR R R B REET LM R
YA ffiy 5N AR COVID-19 Y PRGEE)# o ST/ s AR R e B i -

B fERRE R AME B S MEIREEA G L o 2 R
R LE > e — AR FEMBEAEL T AW : 55— > 3
Jigh SIE7 2R I8 A it R [ R 174 JRL o R B i R IR 1 L o A ] AR
(5 55 > BAGR 4 B 7 Ll m B 1 B O v o FRAM I &S ML eHEALS
B & 4% # (Norman & Skinner, 2006) fl A COVID-19 55 5% » 16 L 4 & %
R AR R T A AR AR R AR BPAR bfE R 3 Rk -
PR S AR E B AR RS o S LM IH B R RN B R A
b B 1E 55 ) B Y & B (van Deursen & van Dijk, 2011) > fif & /A A%
BlIAE HERRTE  ERERBE AR ERTAERS -

Jige P TR S AP 3 A i R SR A AR AR R T AR B A T
TEPENE R B T R A 3 7 905 22 U PE IS B o 5 Sk B A 3
T (R I I B B AR A T > TEREIERE B T B e A 35 B 1
YU PR IR o 15 R IE A — SR K BT BE T - BB PN B v
JE i JR8 R e L T AR AT o FRAMAE R T A REAR & TRk~ & B AR
e L S VE W IR RE B (SARS) 45 7] F b W IR 338 {8 0w g ) JoRL g Je8 R T 2
#5HE (Yang, 2015) Rl A COVID-19 55 5% » 1F F 4} 2% b & f I PO ] 75
i B N RV [ T JER R R 7 SRR R o T v A SRR 1 S R
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