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Research Article

Structure and Characteristics of Core Researchers
and Their Works in Communication Studies in
Mainland China: An Empirical Analysis

Lijuan CHEN, Xiaolu YUAN

Abstract

Based on generation theory, this study aimed to explore the publications of
core Chinese communication researchers over a period of 40 years. The data
comprised highly cited papers and highly cited works drawn from the CNKI
database. The results indicate that the core researchers of communication
studies in mainland China seem to group in some head-effect universities, and
they were identified as a generation in transition. The research capacities of
universities in different regions are imbalanced. The results showed that highly
cited papers focused on a wide range of research topics that were explored
using speculative and empirical methods. However, the results showed that the
absence of theory in the publications hindered the development of the
discipline. The highly cited works consisted of classic translations and
textbooks, but there were few masterpieces. In summary, the results showed a
connection between individual works. The papers tended to discuss the
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phenomenon of communication, while the works focused on theoretical
interpretation. Both forms of published research lacked theoretical innovation.

Keywords: communication, core researchers, CNKI, highly cited
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