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Research Article

The Dilemma of and Countermeasures for the
Protection of the Creative Program Under
the Arrow Information Paradox

Yingjie DAI Yue GU

Abstract

In planning and proposing a variety show, the producer must disclose
creative ideas on the program platform to achieve an agreement. Therefore, the
ideas will no longer be exclusive to the producer. Otherwise, the platform may
not be able to estimate the quality of the show to finalize the agreement. This
phenomenon is called the Arrow information paradox, based on this theory.
This study analyzed the reasons for the difficulty and countermeasures for
protecting the creativity of variety shows in China based on data collected in
in-depth interviews. The findings showed that several factors, including the lack
of a distinct definition of creativity, the imbalance among transaction parties,
the nonstandard trading environment, and the obstacles in proving and paying
for safeguarding rights, restricting the protection of variety shows during the
planning and proposal stage. To some extent, the influence of the Arrow
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information paradox can be weakened by adding value to creativity, optimizing
ways to separate production and broadcasting, and building rational transaction
relationships.

Keywords: Arrow information paradox, program proposal, creativity
protection, commission
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