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Research Article

Patriarchy, Networked Misogyny, and
Interpreting Feminism in China

Lihua GAN

Abstract

Information and communication technology have both contributed to the
spread of feminism in China and stimulated hate speech and misogyny. Based
on qualitative analyses of the texts of all relevant questions and answers on the
Chinese Q&A platform Zhihu, the findings of this study showed a binary
interpretation and presentation of Chinese feminism and feminists in male-
dominated online discussions, namely authentic feminism versus fake feminism.
Authentic feminism is thought to focus on individual efforts, equality, and both
men’s and women’s rights. As a type of fake feminism, Tianyuan feminism is
thought to ask for rights without fulfilling gender responsibilities, as well as
over-emphasizing material interests and pursuing women’s privileges. Tianyuan
feminists are pictured as unfeminine and subservient to foreigners, especially
foreign males. Betrothal gifts, childbirth and care, and surnaming the next
generation were the most frequent topics among the relevant questions and
answers on Zhihu. There is a huge gap between people’s, especially males’
evaluations of gender equality and the real situation in China. The opposite
gender is judged negatively, and Chinese patriarchy is confronted by both
deconstruction and reconstruction. Further economic, social, and cultural
reforms are necessary to provide both institutional support and make structural
changes to promote gender equality.

Lihua GAN (Associate Professor). Department of Journalism, School of Journalism
and Communication, Central China Normal University. Research interests: digital
culture, sociology of journalism, intercultural communications.
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LHE TS W A TE P BRI DU — i 2 #8651 (Wang, 1999) °
[feminism | 755 | A B A SRR AR b > G RQJRRAE [ o383 [ k&
78 ) s > 5900 AR A BUB R - [k, [ ZomE 1258 | A9 [ 52 BL 3R
i# | (B4 - 2009) o HHAK BBV & RO B — T e E) T ohE £ 361
o B ) B B - AR — A T R E S BT AL S K e A
B o A [AGSE S T ][RR R P 5 2 T ) | 4 [ 4 5RA T 27 2540 |
BT~ TG IHRBR > ) Lo R HE A5 A B AR A 5 A BRLEE R (Han & Lee,
2019; Li & Li, 2017; Tan, 2017) ° {H 5 —J7 [ 44 4& $ iy BLF- & (9 55 et
B TR & SRR 2 30fb » P AR S e ~ ORI 40 9 SOAS BRLEE
(B § > 2015a > 2015b > 2015¢ 5 25} » 2011 5 4% ~ @1l > 2019) -

[P ] W | o A TG D B M A ) B ] s — B[ T R
o ] RS A A B B3 o B> ok O MERE R A BE S BOE B
— AT MR T A DESKR BB R C I RER ]~ T o] - T H el o 5%
MEAATE ]~ [H B w2 E58 1 o [ H B oRE i 2 [ R B I Iy
T AR IS | [ RS BE B - 48 7R st - (DL B IRE YE A ) B2 T 6
AW (REZRAE - 2017) 5 R ACHEERER [FRABGE | B BYAEH
BERC N TR ~ 2 hh ~ k] > TEEBEANAE S | (SB/NE > 2019) o T 7E
MR TE B A > PERIIAS PS5 AE B SRR 8] > [ 20 A 28 1 R st B B
L EI’J?FEE?F'Jm TER AL & TR R AT R 3 plose | (L2
2016 : s B L BE T Fe AT B AT AE R A A5 [ BB R | (Greenhalph &
Wang, 2019) > H =7 2| B i (crackdown) (Han & Lee, 2019) °

A% BR L (networked misogyny ) #4545 [ MBI BT HT AR | B A
A TRELE B ) B 2 (Banet-Weiser & Miltner, 2016; Diaz-Fernandez
& Evans, 2019; Jane, 2016; Jeong, 2015; Massanari, 2017; Stoeffel, 2014;
Vera-Gray, 2017) o 7E2BRMEM TR 1 F 5= T > PEE T H B
ST FH G oM T [ A s 3 B 1o 3 b B S SO O i 47 BB ) Vs 4% B
K RR B [ 2ot 5= | WA I 2 L A B4 2 B0 T o] Al
R LR ) N 2 A (TR B b R SR AN I R A o 1)
J& ? AT MG B A B AT B A A R A i~ TP R o R B R
M ——F1F-F- & A W78 A0 20 b bt BE R B R T > DU R 7 A B
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IR 00 S ) R e A TR B 4R A L e A D o 4 - A R
HEIR o

MRk AR

A2 [ B & PR AR HE S 47 | (Janus) 99 % HEE &

B LREF 3w e e Ry At e Bl > 5 3 5 R H A R [R]
Bl Bgm - ERIBR E e RENRER > — M ER—E g &
TR o L TR EE > BHEERES T AR R REE
RHE o W EERBLEERN TR —RREFEE A mZIRENE
ML HEEFEE A BN - TR0 Lo = 8 0155 - A B IR Mg
GHETEFR » bl AL 8O AR A Y [ 18 1 J AR 3R 3 — i v 2 P AR D
SUEL¥E%: (Edley & Wethrell, 2001) o

42 [ £2 ¥ Nigel Edley il Margaret Wethrell 75 2001 4F [ — JE I 5%
o ER/NS LR PR AL S > BB ES LR R+
FoAE N v ar 1Y 2 BUR [ R4S S RS [ L AT AN R ] (Jekyll
and Hyde) : WA~ VEEE - BEAVE - A b AN R
J# iﬁ*?%ﬂ@%ﬁ*i‘%ﬁ* s EEM AR RIS TN
RV ~ Bz oM 0 B NBRIE - o R bR 2 HE
?ﬂa*ﬂiﬂ‘%lﬁa%‘ T T TR A S T 00 TR SR WA RO A GBI R
W R VR4 CARCE B 1M I T — P BUATTEI Y v] BETE (Edley
& Wethrell, 2001) ©

Sarah Riley (2001) {9 8fF 5% 10 %5 B 58 M 4 2 2o WE = S (B (BB > ALk
FaREFERE o BAERKYEEZ (decoupling) 1 T%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%mﬁﬁ
PE R BTG B E A S i R 2 > 9594k 59 MR AR Lo My JRR S0 A 8 I =
B AP R RE o o T A B R A Lo T R R A A “i@
R AL o

AR s A A RS o LR T SR AT B AN A AR Y T B RE A 3 K
Pt fEAt g A B — A [ Lo £ b ] (feministificaiton) B{ 5
(Hamad & Taylor, 2015; Keller, 2015) » H o @45 A K &= 4F B8 44219
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TR AR R T 2R A - B3RO0 - AR B G B30 - IR
%‘17" Nﬁﬁ”ﬁ]\%i WS G s A - Il - R A

EEEL@?EI&@&EI&%Eﬁﬁ@kﬁﬁimm%%
T > H PR EE ¥ Octavia Calder-Dawe Al Nicola Gavey (2016) BF 5T 35 Vi
T AT Lo RN LoRE IS 2 SR B R o M B I TR T
BB EM L ERE — c2BNEE - *@EHFIE@E’J?%I
FGETE > BN R - LETREERERBES b S8 HIER
b s LRE T RO SMET > PERIF 45 BAE O AR R > L hE T e
BT s A HEEFRE AR T o N3 — LB A [ policeman | A IFAY
INFAEORTR > A RESE AR 5 VR DO AB AT A 5 ohE T SR E AR = LM ik
J o H—HEAPE [ A I L F R IG5, > 18—k ed b WHE T FIE K
P RPTA N5 > BRESE LMt B > (R RF 2o E 38 Ph B T 81
FERAL B AT4E WIS AL g WHE T 5 B HA 2 o (H A LARIT Y
WFIE R Ay i T o B i) 2 BB T BURTTE) Ay nT REMEASI] - a2
o [ A L EFFE ] (reasonable feminism) 5 55 /2 - HEfEHE 2 LI F
FEEATE R TR WAL AR E AL B E R > S BURATE A T 2 [
(Calder-Dawe & Gavey, 2016) o

#A # R % (Networked Misogyny)

JBK % (misogyny) —— 3 — 2= A8 19 £ 4R B2 JE A {b (dehumanization)
AR T 5 At 2 09 % 2] (Holland, 2006) » B %8 1k A4t € i [
%] (common sense) o A[FREAX ~ AS[A] SCHA Y JRE SR m gk R B - B PEAEAE
DR 25 S 91 i ol 2~ B L iﬁiﬁﬁﬁE%T G o B B A
FlT 0 5% 8 > AR Lo [R) bR AE 48 A% 2= T 98 HCBE 2K o 48 4% JBR 2 (networked
misogyny) 12 55 3 [ — 1 P Bl ¥ 3+ 19 5857 KE AL ] (Banet-Weiser & Miltner,
2016) o A F|EEE 2 Emma A. Jane (2016) #% H 2011 4E LAA 28 L T+
SHE LM A IR AR 2 B T HERIE FE F R4 1R | (gendered e-bile) » A
SEE NS > WS A EEA e R — ([ LSRR ] o A
m—
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SEFFRR B MERARSE R 5 LR B E AR YT A 5 LR E R
OSHESEIE 5 R AR S L e L B S AR A B b o A HIHE A2 Bk ET o

S A TR L 0 7 AR TR A > A BRI 2 i o TR R R sk
K= ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ‘]%%ﬁi AT B WA M - A - BUOR S (Jeong,
2015; Stoeffel, 2014) o H5r£23F b H 2 oWl T 25 22 3% (Banet-Weiser &
Miltner, 2016; Diaz-Fernandez & Evans, 2019; Jane, 2016; Massanari,
2017; Vera-Gray, 2017) #2823 B A4 8K 25 & 1 SU L 2R RLR AR
LHEREA AL B IE R IR R o

— & 0 B 48 He 75 SCAL (toxic technocultures) » R4 % SC 4k Bl
i % 93 2k 5B (geek masculinity) o fii 2 SC Ak 9 o 25 25 0k R0 52 P B g
MERE ~ S BERE S ) - HAWT - B o AR WA UL A
N RG> MR B FUE R — RS MRV > o R e s e A
r o HAEEE sz Wl > HAEmERR ERBUEH o MR BIERE S
T894 B H £ 78 (cyberlibertarian) % 42 #8111 45 7% B 48 3= 28 (meritocratic
idealism) » fH[A] A E L PEFAEHEACE R EUR R Z B AR E » RE L
P K HAH Rl ~ 22 BN F A 75 o S5 B &2 3 Adrienne Massanari (2017)
W5 T FEAT 28 B 4 0 Reddit 3845 ([ #28k B 1 | (Gamergate) Fi1[ BH
AEFLHREE M ] (the Fappening) Wl A 4& S5 » 2581 M A B T 2601
W UG TR AT A BLE - LR - NMESEARE
FLRE o Lak R4 B 2 B B 2505 B O EFE L B i
g Lot B BRI 84T 2% AR 5% | (noble) o % SCAL T 19°F- &
AR AE IR - R A S LR RN BB FENE LR
WArE o

ZRTMAEF ] (troll) W B o 9 3C [ troll | A 45 89 f e 7E K h
Hi By A 5 e F B BR AL > 7E QU 4K IR B R A e AR S S S Y T B 4
AR PR R B R L B O 1 A9 45 A P (Herring, Job-Sluder,
Scheckler, & Barab, 2002) o F& & #7 1041 38 °F- & F1 BE F 10 M 3 > 4 4%
TR K B WA > Lo T i WA o HEE (Vera-Gray, 2017) 78
Fy 813 Lo ME RN LoRE 20 AR T BV — RE AR P AR IR AE > A
T HVE A TE T K HTERE (street harassment) o ZPELELEAG FEE R S
BLERPE A R A0 85 2 At & RIS T MR AST45 o
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=R AT &M 3 2% (popular feminism) 1) J5) Bt © Banet-Weiser 55 %
Gy fER—HSUEH L > AT LEERNZ L FEE LMW EE > B
PR A AS V-4 35 45 1) A RE i 4% 1% (Banet-Weiser & Miltner, 2016) © i
ﬁﬁﬁi*ﬁ—%ﬂﬁ%T&Mﬁ HEMAGRE - WA AR A

~ B4R E 2 H14T B (hashtag activism) F1 i B 06 &0 45 AT L =
%%*EF‘B&%@%J?K%E* HAEBH - Bl B8 -
MEECAR B » (H[EH LA » RUT T L) 3503 19 Bt 7E e AL
HEHI A5 | (Banet-Weiser, 2018, p. 4) » [ LB B RELAT IO A2 AR 67
A PREAST-55 TR G A5 R R 28 o B T T SR IR T L T R A Y 2
WATHE K& (popular misogyny) o ‘& #E A 8 22 1) Lo B 5 ED B A0S A
= H B T B 2 B AR A S A b i B S A B
BB Lo VERN Lo RE T R T D BB AR BRERY T AL o

A BN B B B B e — IS T Lot ERAE T BN R > B
— IR TOURE AR 2 el o ki (2016 : 13-17) B A
$55 2 [0 T A oty ~ T e A S A AR I A B S R (R E
s ) R TR ZEEE F ] o AT L RIS R B R A
FHEN > JEMERIAST-45 B GO KRR B B ) — 380 o

4 (2015a - 2015b > 2015¢) WHFE T [ Akactk ] ~ (IR 4% | SR80
ot B R o ] M I B0 B BRAR > 58 5 AR BERR AR A& A AL BE DU 1
B > BESRBEPR ML D) SRR RE AN Lo ME 32 2658 E - (FUEk B i A o A 1
B o AEKE B IR A A A IR SO o

RSB 3 A0 F B SCHE R BT A

VE 520 th %2 60-70 4F £X o HE 3 26 B2 9l A9 3 2240 BT HE B2 > ACHE il
(patriarchy ) €145 41 & F1 K g — BB H AT M R4 > WRE T e ) E
FeHb A7 o £ BLEE - K F 4R (Kate Millett) (2000) & 2K » B & — 18 45
1~ BELIHBR B e B R o (R PR AR B NI A

Juliet Mitchell (1966) 2 i 4 57 JAE 28 1% il 73 B V0 KB - AR - A=
B WA KR E AL e o [ E RN TR ERERTY
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KA - SRR 2 B £ FE R P B AL R

A E LB E E S0 BB RO (B - FE 55 2009) $:
T T RPN ACHET I EE: o AT AQHE Tl 43 25 ME S 1Y) S JAE H88 3R 1) S Tl P i
JE 6 ] A )AL R AR SCRERR o A B ZCRE T BE O SCRERR) > ACFR I (RIHE
F o M AT BR R AL AL T AR ) ~ AT i (RAACH Y A BT J6 s
FIF) ~ AU (REACBLRREER) & = HEAME A - FERSINBAR > SCHER
MALFE RMER GLRAIRES)) ~ RFRM GLRFE MBI REAE) SR JEH (FF
TSR AL B SR FE BT AR o F Zy kb gl B R ACRER] > 0 it e
RS R R R SR AE > QIR LBl B IR 5K g S
(] IR > 2 4 Bl 0 (B R T - T 7 2 SOAR BIE A R RT IE A5 DA R
o RAEAE FE TN S5 B o AR RN SRS i) TAE R R R 2
BERZAK > DR At o MR R 2 T RAEMR 55 ) - TEME(ERE R P BR T B M
ORIRES2FF - BE AWM TR L I sy s FOoREN S T4/t - 5
B ErEA ST — L 3SR ENEA -

ACRE R S AE At R A > B A o FE 5T o R Y ACHE
HilRE > B3 4 — U (2002) $2 H ACRE 60 2 @ A FE AR IS ~ 2R 70 A il ik
Bz RS > B R WA A M KR O RE U AN SR - R AL
F o~ SEAAL A BRAAR Sy A% 5 T R o R A A S AR BRAR oL R B 3 T
(48 T AN S IE (B0 36 B it 1 25 80 ~ A2 5 R0 PR R 00 458 R AN SRS o b
BAVER| —MP GBS © — 7 [ BA AOHE BN A RE 1R 45 18 H 48 7ETH
figt 2z Hp 1> RLRIRE [ FMERY 55433 13 A7 SCRERI R SAIRER R 3] -

AW B B A MR SF4E > Hr B A 55 MR Lotk 2 R AR AE B R Ay
I (dramatic divergence) (Pimentel, 2006) ° 1949 442 A [a] A Y H B %
PEERAE A R R P55 00 B R RE o (E R R R SE BLE 0 55 L A
MR RE o TRy TE R R S T A L VAN B R ) 2T B — K
il (backlash) » 35 FLREAR B B4R 5t B A8 A 1 35 A0 B TR 2 - AR
A > W3 AP RIS B R = R BUEC R AL o [RIIRE > FE R EFIAL
&5 R PSR R ) 2N > AR AR Y 5 R A 3 T Bk M 2
BB S5 B EIRANE. > LA™ 0% 717 26 B8 N UM R4 o

4 A RIS R A A SORE T R 55 BT O R A o B M I A A Y
BUE > PEEA TR ACHERIRE ] (2% > 2009) - 768 P B TH R
BE s ACBRE RS T o RIS M R IR SO R E i —
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N> B FVERIRE MR A TS > R SE [T /m |85 o LRy s
HBIRE B TF SO B A0 L Rt B AR B RE ) B - R ok
MBI RA ETF > BHELERRES TR T o MR B 4R
R RE T R T I Tk

RSP~ 65 B % P[] R P P 225 3 i ) T i 17— Tl v [ 4 2
FMLRE TR e L ZEURIMIRE > S5 [ HH B Lo HE | % AR B 2 A
w7 AR B [JBR L J R > A B (BB 5 R AR R v [ (R 0 SR ) Y
FEAGIEL - M - RS~ A HESFE S o 15 bt R A BIF T SRR Rl
b AR SN ] 2 HEAR B A R AL R R AT A
55> LUBR AT R 00 W BiLag (WRLeth Bl BB 7e i fip JL AR 2 WP LE it e
IEL A 2 WRLLRT A PR R AR AE BT 2 )~ BLBRLE] (I A AR K L
T PIE T 2 BRER ST N B & > SCBLHA AR 2 ) o

MR %

AT 55 A5 P T ik 8 e B T 0T & B A S TR R Lo ] i 4 R
A o BRAE R BOE T B S MRS 4 o 55 — &80 Bg B 15 40 i 2 B
[HH [ 2o WE |t i £ RS > ELEE P B2 R R F | NE A g
F > PER -~ A~ A7 s - AT R BABUR (RFHEEE - &
FHOR B - R FHEGH B 55 o F1TF B E B TR RN SR i R —
N EMGHERE TR Emidk— R 2ANER] P/ ER
2016) WERakz b o ANBUREME 2T > B A BEERE M E W EANE
Al o B8 R BOHE B oA > RV T B L RE | — R B B A AR R (]
oo WA 20199 A 11 H » LS H F &R 3,776 16 > AH B2 137 {4
T [ 4,440 1 o

EEE AT 11 & 1F S A SO FT B AR IR 1 R BRI AE R < [T 12
B L A — MR R R VR FE N 8 R St > TP LK LIS B > DAAEE A
g A B HAENNAMBE RS - A —E6E - MTE TR
PBREUR (BRE > 2019) » |ESFEL - M FHF#E2.2M5 > HREE
R 3,000 o ]2 BOH 1348 o [FIRE[ AT 17 & B4 BE A H E 4

_T68 st EOn A5 TRIT R A ] DU [ 2 3 R R

TORE ] TR TR |~ T R R R | SRR
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KA - SRR 2 B £ FE R P B AL R

AR HT E B S =R - mmmE R ST BB ETHE L
REJAHBA MW A PR ~ 20E B~ SRR e e B 17 2L T
Br (i 5 20 BF 5% 4% B 5 SCaTam) o Hk > Bl Python 2 3¢ 43 vl J&
Jieba2 » ¥} 4,440 W B BARASHEAT Hh SCora > W AERTRIAE o SR & (]
wmr—AE 1) > AE (Blan[EqE ) > [GEAE]) » 8 (Elanl mrh )~ [{E])
LT E R > DL ]~ T2tk ]~ T 580 ] 45 RURD = RERA B i
SR B R g AR > 98 B A e e 1Y) R SO A B B SRS B G =
(G — frs) o Horp THER ] (1,4720%) ~ T4 ] (1,325WK) ~ [F-HE ]
(1,216¥K) ~ [H. % HE] (8621K) 4r AL EE2~ 4~ 5~ 641 » [ 15 % HE
(637%%) ~ [ R4 ] (572¥K) ~ [FH5] (566 1K) ~ [Hik v | (382¢k) 43 Al 137
RERIL~ 12~ 13123407 > 75— R 5w i B S T e |~ TR L hHETE
B REFME SRR o BLAh > TEF ] (815¥K) ~ TH5US] (447K ~ [ HK Kz |
(427%) ~ T4 (278%K) ~ T4F | (243K) 43 BIALAEET ~ 19~ 20 ~ 34
MASAr > BEEEN AT HE YR — M F S G o R L
WF 55 B W16 T HT-F- 6 43 B F [ Lo R B8 [ 225 1 W K A o = RECRIARE
B PR O TR EN T BRI A - s Mot
A% (0 ) o TR B [ AR TR R R o B AR A S Il A B O e
35 789 Az Lo [0 %5 > #H A NVivol2 34T 540 4 A5 A1 4 A o

il — S0P T 2 Y ) 22

15 ﬁﬁg ) _—
o]l s
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mii%? KX ~b(
HiEwi AF |/
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FE DL B A B 2R | ASHT 5T [l 2 DAR B - R T R
HE | SRam I A TR AT 2 SE BRI R R T (T REAL i B R 2

REFESE N EER N SE ]

B LoRE I R 38 - NMMAATE W AR S SL Y BT R
F# (Edley & Wetherell, 2001) - — 182 B i EFEAY MR - HHEEL 2%
faift - w85 L HE T 38 R IERT-55 (equality) o % fofl BR800 2 &
PEEFAF N BRI S - R - 58 - BV~ B EhSr - B—
AR A 5 VB 0 MR EL > M ) AR AL Lo mE 385 - WP RSN
P o) 3 O 0 BB R A R o R A YR SN I ] by
BN N -

TE - B i P [ MEE A AR B ) 25 oy > B30 2o ME 2 RN Ao HE R 56
) oo sr BRI BRAFAE - (H B [REEEET AN [V |~ [ 4 | B[ 3% | RO 3
SEARE] > B R B AR JBRT 5 LomE IR 3%ST o UL T Y R B2 A7 7E -

FAcAlE KT A A o

CES RDIE £ eI

Ao RN BRAFFORARTRA FOHRME -

fhoHE © R EHA FARA AR R AR R A e AE o
Ao FARRBIALTA LETUELE

Pt RAEART  BAXRST o

eI o TR ] / TIE % M0 o b ) WO T A R -
WARBAS N« LAHESH > [ RERBA S F A SRR S
Al-ThHCH#EBRFHS | [BBR—EBRARRIERS] [£4
BATARRARATRAE] [ F0H - Rkl - [Aae—gkF
AR A e A A [k T R B 1] o HBHMBERE [ X
70 REABEAY - AIETBRAR K EH  RAF  RERK BB Y
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CHHEAE LTRSS —ERER  eRAEABEAER  ATERE -
BACHs ~ ZAEMRARA TG - AAF - REA K BaWEF T ETH
BE AR TEAXEE  wRAEAMLED  AHEAATEALSE
M KRBT FERTE RAF—MATREAREERFL 4o R AR Fe
el KBS I RABRTHRHELIRE - |
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California Press.)
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[1997]. Technology and gender: Fabrics of power in late imperial China.
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.)
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