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Research Article

The Opportunity and Dilemma of Queer as Folk:
On Matchmaking Apps’ Effects on Gay Identity
Development

Lanjun QIN

Abstract

If the invention and evolution of homosexuality is concomitant with the
development of modernity, especially in the modern way we arrange space and
link people, how does homosexuality evolve in the Internet age? In this study,
focusing on the problem of identity development, we speculate how
matchmaking Apps, the latest development of social media that also stand at
the intersection of how we arrange space and link people, may affect gay
individuals. On one hand, gay culture constructs its own subculture cyber-base,
producing Queer as Folk as its standard discourse. On the other hand, at the
intersection of communication technology, social intercourse, and homosexual
love, a series of dualities mutually strengthen, probably exacerbating the double
personality problem, which is already a typical predicament of gay individuals
under strong social pressure and usually blocks the process of identity
development toward personality integration, the final stage of gay identity
development. This study advises more reality-based information, more depth in
relations, and more interactions between the inside and outside, if we attempt
to make matchmaking Apps a positive force toward Queer as Folk.

Keywords: gay subculture, social intercourse, matchmaking Apps, weak ties,
personality development
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