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Special Issue Article

The State, Technological Transformation, and the
Fragmentation of Chinese Journalists

Wei WANG

Abstract

This study discusses the fragmented ecology of Chinese journalists in the
technology transformation, the role of the state plays in it, and the interaction
among the state and different segments of journalists. The findings come from
69 in-depth interviews with journalists, journalists’ self-reports, and relevant
state policy materials, drawing on Abbott’s jurisdictional conflicts theory and
ecological perspective. Chinese journalists are not homogeneous. It is a
profession including different “segments” divided by technological and political
logics. The state employs partition management toward different “emerging
groups” of journalists appeared in the technological transformation. This study
focuses on three major segments: journalists in traditional media, journalists in
internet giants, and their counterparts in news startups brought by the
development of mobile communication technologies. No doubt technology
made nature cracks among journalists, but collaboration and migration among
three tribes may bring professionalism to different technological platforms.
However, the partition management from the state, via three channels:
licensure, media affiliation, and economic support, has shaped different
strategies taking by different journalist segments in jurisdictional conflicts,
further deepening the gaps across different segments. The influence of the state
becomes the logic behind Chinese journalists’ fragmentation in the
technological transformation process.

Wei WANG (PhD candidate). Department of Media and Communication, City
University of Hong Kong. Research interests: sociology of journalism, Chinese
media and politics, sociology of occupation.
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Witschge ) Deuze (2016) 58 /2 16 I HE G 2 v A5 11 5 10 (3 478 9 ) sl e e
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H AN Y [ HE 7 2 (Sparks et al., 2016) o fEFEMTEF A 5T > H1H
SESE VB AR DL S A 00 37 [ Mk 6 A R %) S 2 et PRI TR % J T A2
W FRAM A 6B iy v BT P 2 B AR T i [ K & -

F5 T MESS H A5 8RR T T 8y > H B R L — A i A
A28 Tl T A A i (EBRAY > 2012 5 A& > 2004 5 Zhao, 2008) ° H%
8 T & 2GR o T A R R BN 0 [T BB AR B AR T (R
FZ > 2009) © R 1990 AR LAAK - B 5 S i A0 8 B 7 2 kAL
B3 B 52 1) 2 ) 817 2 AR AR AS 1) el s (SR > 1997 < 112) o [ A I
B I ARSR R0 (AT > 2004) » AN 4 T #E (totalizing control)
SRR T A RAZE I (effective domination) (Zhao, 2008, p. 35) » ¢ & kI A
1) B 5 BT B R TR SR AR MR Y [ Y A B ] (He, 2000,
p. 144) 5 B SRARA T fiI0RS 40 A0 B AR - (ELfa] IRy DA B DA e X2 ) A6 2
[ ANHfEZE 1Y ] (Hassid, 2008, p. 415) » %& A B i B 58 DA e/ N 43 A0 A 3
% T Y (Hassid, 2008, p. 430) o

[0 ¢ 363 10 6 1) 7 S 0 SR B T RO 0 W S 0 Bl S L= ] o (H R
KB B REE L RE A PRI — 28 757 K ZE B K © BN B B 4 B R Re
PU > HB I SEE T DT AESE ~ WORE - AN IR B AE A 00 [ 2 24 8 i ]
NAAELER TR BB B BTE B | ( J8 3 > 1997 « 111) o E#8FREUY
JrHUEL S T 257 ] A R S B S RF S M AT HUESEE - A4
R~ BT BRI (EHF - 2012) o

BUA Y B FE 2 FAM B 120 K KL T RO R0 A B AR A T B E B
o E B B B BT B 0 T R 2 R AR PR A R 1 KRB > A
WM S - BRI B S Al A 0 A SE 3 - IEHE A 3 1 A T SRS DA R
FOE R AR RE YRR R R D o

PR AT B KA b e e B R

H 1980 4F- A i » 78 A B8 [ SE A A s fe v > — L3 B R B
B &y 2y 6 1 o A A A B A 110 B R R A AN (] 1% ik 3 R[] N ek 3
& o Hassid (2011) PATSWerE | F0 [T 8 2 v VE 2 W As SRR > 5%
()T 3 T A ) 4 /5 DU R Y (p. 815) o Hassid 35 ik 2 [ B 10 3143 = 3 35
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B HLnER AT E B o W SOERRIR] ~ BCETN R R A
FEERYE ~ BET IR - A G n RBPESS (14158 > 2012a > 2012b 5 5
2%~ B 3E > 2011 5 2012a 5 2012b > 2012¢ 5 Tong, 2011, 2015) o {H B
AW TR B T RO B AR A Ak DL A [R] R A BB 5K 1 A () B )
SR SE A BB AU R o

HmER - TEBERMELE

HHBCER U QAR R B RRER SRR
R BCEEERCE BN — R TR ARE 1 o AT — RSB 3
A B R — R R R KL 2 (EEIE — R A B A A A B SR
AT > e LA Z A B v [ Mk S A B DA R S TR S A A
il 77 A A — {18 B AR A Bl P T AR — LI A S RO R A R A AL
BRLEE)) RE % R R TE D o AR SCBRIA [ A M Ay 28 | B A [ TGS A B8 ) 119
B RS 2 A BR it op B A RO R AR (M D) — R AT AE SR > B AT
EROB A R B B B LR I i AR AR o

AR
L. 5k e 1y 5 BRI S PR vy [ 4

B R A A BB (AR A B o T [P AR 28 | G > B8 2% [ MR
SEHT A R A TEAE () AR Bl — S (tasks) BB BAE— L > 75 LA
(1% 56 55 2 7E W SE AR B B AR TR B o 78 Se AR A BEAS 2 48 311 -
WATERK AN » BRZETE R T — 1 B8 R4 > Bl A8 R 4R (ecology) |
(BT {1 4% > 2016 : 56) © %8 — A= 78 ZR 48 BT R B K~ & B (ethnic
groups) A RE R4 » A FERKSEARARAE B rp ol A C 8Ty > Wil

LNk R A S A AL B Y SR AR SRS T A EEAE ] (Abbott,
2005, p. 246)

29



30

Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2019). Published by: The Chinese University Press
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

(EHFEAELT]) . (8) %488 (2019)

[ RE 158 — MRS M =184 (components) » BIf78)# (actors) »
& (location) LA %47 Bl & A0 07 B 1 S22 A A9 TR | (relation) o HL
BB BRI CET 5 - BREME A — B R A RE RS > B & =M 4
R RREERERRTRNTITEE | Ih9E— 413 (asks) BT E ]
D Tt ik 3 B SE 5 A AL A [ B | —— [ 7 BB | (jurisdiction) (Abbott,
2005, p. 248) o MR ZEMY ZEFS BT — Le B2 M9 N FH | (Bl A1 4% >
2016 : 59) > flj LR AL B LB TAERE o A ARZEREES
HOMTE T HE ] > BRE2 MM T AE > SEME R TIERA
[REEERE | SR AR A0 B LR TR AT BB Trp 45
B ARG B PRHEA T/ S o TEMEZ MBI F RSt > &
BEREN) SR TICEN B R -

FRASSCIT 5 > Bl R A0 T RE | A0 A= RE43 M A B 352 75 26 1 iR ) T )
BRIMTEE) P EH - ARRIFRZ 00 R Z M0 BB E — /AR L8
fift > B R Z M BE AR SE A R > R & 52 28 7. 1Y (Abbott,
2005, p. 248) o A< S BH 4 B R B AR B 2 TR 47 8 2 ] ) BB AR
B 1% - 1£ Abbott (2016b) 1 Gt B2 41 € 82 ) v > Ath 16 55 Fli 17 8h & A7 &
2 T BEARTE M AL G 4 B T 45725 | (ligation) » LAUHR#H [ BAR | 76 W7 16]
JE B AE A A o TBEMR | TE U AR SR e > 178 & A B AR IN A
At 5 #) (Abbott, 2016b, pp. 39-40) ©

(ELBAT A e = B2 B v 1) 2 S TR B 2 2 [ ) AT B A S > i 1 L A
FE OB 1) R b BREE BRI [0 8 ) i S s i 5 - B
PR Ly BAARRYAE R AT AL [ WM | MRt - [ AR BB R A Y
A5 b AT A ] — A AL R0 ) i B B 2 TN R R — Bk
(BB > 2011 :7) > —HEBRZERNIBEE& A E AR B > Bucher &
Strauss (1961, p. 326) & R LR SERL 24 [ & M0 BE 2 I SR BB & > 75
LE Tor ] DURIR] ) 7 sESR AR A | o — (BB SE RS S S AR 1 BT
SR E B RR RN > S SO [ ] A AN ] U B 3E R
[FIRE > SLEAFAE AR BRI B R ] o I > NMERFBREE. MR 2
Bl BENTUAEERENEBR ] -

AR A B SE B 75 O Th e SR 3R B A > [0 RE | AV BE G 7% T 8L iy AT
fit (Bucher & Strauss, 1961, p. 325) > ‘B B 09 2 [##2 | (process) = H
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Bucher }% Strauss 4 i BH A T — 8B 2Bk 3E [ A2 | 5 BB | (emergent)
(R WF T A o AR T — IR B 3 R 2 A S 2 L B A ) Y B G AE 2
(Bucher, 1962, p. 40) = Bucher (1962) DA LA A 70 A T 88 213k 26 A 43
(A7 (£ L EE J& - Klegon (1978) 4R H 2 DL [T BL 4 £ | (the emerging
perspective) A€ B £k 2 > B 1 [k 2E h A9 40 4> | (segmentation within
professions) (p. 274) - HBIEIRLE b 25 5 01 58 55 45 2% o IR 3% L B TR A
AP T BB T BRI T S HEER > A SPERE s B b B
A Ry o B Tl DA A R ZE ] - 1 JR BR A S [l 2 Wk 2 | Y R B
75 o Bucher (1962) Fll Klegon (1978) f %2 fli 3} ik 2 v L 7E % 2 1 18
X B Abbott 73 A7 2% JEUR ZE A e 38 i~ el T A RERE A fal R B
TR ZE R Sam7E /s B A B F T2 - 22 Abbott B 13 (1) Bl
KRB A ZBER R ZE R F - 1 AT R B EE T 4
5 BEAh > Klegon (1978) {14 ity 3C #5748 o] [ A I E /- HE A DF T B
BVE IR R R ) A & @Wﬁ%%Tﬁ@ﬁ%‘ﬁTﬁﬁ H £ Hh {7 B
H PR 84 - R Eh B 228 | (p. 276) -

HEFIFTH%E (2016 [1988]) =L@rﬁmjﬂ%ﬁmﬁa?ﬁiﬁﬁﬁa
o) B2 AR — {18 AR 43 A B RE A AR Y n] BRAE O ME S TR o PR AR DA 5
HE | By O RS ) i 3 2R At 10 F) mT DURR A 72— R > A B JRAM 40 B
Bk ZE R A O B B AR AR o FEEREWFS L > W Fourcade (2006) 5% fE B [ 43
BE BT REHE | RO ME ST T 20 tHAC KRR SR IR ZE M B o AR EH PR
FERERERRE 2 R T —E S HTHESE > AT [T DA A B | 2
S 7 R S Bt S A ) B )

—E B ZEAE = AL EREE 2 > R AR F R B) e s# b
(1) o BIEE (2011) (& BREE BB DY /AT A > Sl T R B AR RS T
L) TEIE B - S v B A T S A A AR S B [ 22 ] - B8
N[22 W o A A SCE AR KORES - {H B 2 L AR 45 B 1 Ao SR B A 22
] 1) 23 SR 2 > AR SCER R [0 B ) AR 40 A TR 3 T Tk 3 T S s = 4
7 B R A0 AN ] IR7 300 L S50 00 B SE AR S o o R A R AR IR S T B i R 5
T T 36— e 06 R 58 0 A0 ) B 0L 58 A o S P ¥ A 8 BB 1 o B
BE BB K ) BUORHEB) A B > IRERH I S IS AR - A sl
T 170 B B v (o) 1Y) A0 8 T Al oA DA B 18 A R O SN A A B
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17T L B A1 PR 39385 R 01 58 3 JU) BEL AR 0 119 5 o HAT R

BEAR > p A7 AR R S A 2 [ 20 350 IR B > BRI A F 5T Ml
A AN (5] 4 e I S L R 1) Ly B B T AN T ) R S
e 2 [T B BRAR o L B0 % 2R 5 0 A0 5 9 ) A i A o 7
oAt > ABAR B IR A A A A S At EL B B AR - 2 B v I SR
(] (9 M7 o 20838 3 AN ] FhE e BEL I ¢ ~ S [ R B o T 9 B 2 R o R
AP ] 5 e 3 o 5 BAL 3 LA B [P M ) P ) LR o

IL A AF - BT BB AL < [0 HF ] Z M ELH)

(oM TE R A I A A AR 1 45 T 20 B L A > T — R RS 48 55
0 3 i R e [ B A o] o M A T 45 [0 B B R NI A 15 5 %8 )
(Richardson, 1987, p. 596) o [ 4> | A9 BLAL AN [ 0% | (9845 > fEREE H
B % DA S HoAth T 438 | A FL 8 05 SR e o BRZE B4 [ 08 ) 2 [T
A% DA K B A BELRE 38 A BB 2 4% (linked ecologies) Y BBk 8 T Mk 3 10 45
B AR EREM BB RS : 5 BiF  BESHLH
B > DA % M S TR B AR AR o g — W [ B B
H AL BR A4 P BBy E AN > S HELIRAEAE > BE TR A SR
[ ) 2 L o (L) o 7 e — R[] A M TR 1 43 4 43 B 2 T A AE AL 2
Al A TR ZBERANR [0 BE ] 2 M0 BB BAAR

AT A1 45 P 8 ey o [ Ik S [ [ T A R ) R BRI B T > T 2
THRZEZ A AE o 48 b = {3 B S8k F TRE Bk 3609 SR > Adams
(2007) 45t » BR2EZ M & 1ERES R B 3E - BARARI [ 8 ) S B3
B AEZ R AR HANEN— T eiE e C TEmE
BUE BERE (Adams, 2007, p. 526) © B& T [ J1 i) A 1E4 - T 5%
BUAE ESFBUAHE ) 2R > P EURR RS B 2 M 2B 2 [
R IBEVE > S - BEEE (2013 1 137) MIWFFERE 45 - [ o7 I
A REZBTBOT R > B A TR TR (R ) ~ THREAE 4R
Foo W ) 55 05 20 B AT AR SR I A R 3] A I Y I A N A A
5 R A 2 B B am By | - 5 B T S A R R [R] P R A
AN RE S FNE VR - RIS A Rl A 2 (1] ~ Rl B K 2 B Y & 1
A AT e o IR E L SR A RS Ik
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FoOEBREEA R INTRY AT oy BE ) TR B A B L K ) R AR A RE R A
AR ASTR] BR il R - st s sk S AR AV IR 3 e -

A BT AN AR R R O > TR AT REIR REAEAE o RO TE 1 B
LB BRBE TR Y IR A R e BRI (ELRT 0% ) A I T
RF 3 Al S 2 1 B I R > A IRE R 2 T 0 28 208 5 1 20 28 Ml B R UK
AR - EEAnR R B & 0 S T i 1 o FRAM TR 22 BR 1 78 WP 21
UUF > BRESEEE M BB T B A AE > SSHRAT AR R o

RO TE SR BT & 2 [ 9 B B (migration) 2K T[40 8F ] A A
BE) o 25 SRR A BB o M RTRE R B O A R BTGRP
PR TAE R AL > e Bl ny AR & 7% » Liu ~ Liang & Michelson
(2014) BEFT T MR8 A% 22 [ i B anfo] 305 T RCGER AL & 450 MM 2220
TER Y FRZE M) - (HAHFSE R B RTER R AR BT ST R 221 - DA
JodE b7 [ v ae 5 TAR G R A IR AR 2 -

0L EZsHHE A Re R A [ B

[ 5% | 2 B gt ok 36 1) o 22 5 o (B2 > 2011 ;5 Freidson, 2001) ©
{MMM%MM%%%MﬁﬂﬁrI%T%%¢MW% RHAAE 2 1%
PRI TR AR BB AR 40 | R T B 5% ) 1 A €0 2% R s > AR BB R A
Jede [ FF 2 AR AR RE R AR REAEAE > B AT E) & 5 A e B

FeaRIEE Y - BRI S ER | (Abbott, 2005, p. 247) o K& 25 8] 1 B A 1
B BTARRF TR T80 5% ) 2 — 108 7E T 4 1o i i 38 A 55 i i S 1 ]
R E) 2 B A s (RS R IR E — 9 B R | I RE B R A LY
15 YL o i 8 Abbott (2005) & &8 5#F B ¢ B B T — (8 TAH 2 19 2E 8 &R
o ARA R RGN AR TE 2 TSR o — LB CUARHT TR R E
Wk £ B # T 78 (%) % > 2011 ; Le Bianic, 2003) ° Liu }2 Emirbayer
(2016) $2& H 428 FiY A 7 480 1140 R g 35 ol 2 i o0 S BT e 1) B 2 B R
Ao £ H AT RORERS b BRAEIRZE R B —E R > ABUR
A RE R AR RIHEA = = 7E b B3R o

i B I A 5 — (0 [ ) e 7 T 3B ) 48 3 M - Le Bianic
(2003) & i [ B g 605 28 [0 ] (segments) > &F—{FER & LAAS[E 1Y)

7 R CERERY > 00 H B A SE A AR B T D | (p.2) © 7E
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w365 P SR R B E R [ K | ORI A B R A5 o (eSS
MR - BB S BB B RS T TR T A S AT B & o
(45 L0 T3 153 Pl s 1) SR 408 1) )RR g 58 0 BB 1) YRR RS 11 o 08 1) O HE )
SEMAAE T B SRBUN 2 R & TEBR o WA R4 0 — B A > i
I %5 1) 77 J& SR 28 > U oh s Bty 2 P ) B B R TR % 9 T R
MIE UL RE (A6 > 2011) » W¥BRE T BB RISEAE RE > Loan [ B Gm s
B R B R BB T BURF A E T EL (JRTL= > 2002) o i 7R ] (B
IR 2 [ BEAR P o ASIR] BRI £ 3 B SRR Y I > — i
AP R PR BT A AT B T EE AR o AN > B K485 B PR A B
ST B DAL > B B AR AR KA e AT DU HERAR
T A o TS AR P 2 [ PR R A s v I ) S R
TEIE FRAERE A8 ~ R B BUB A= B - RBRAG - IR BB - BB
[ 0 5L A 5 WM 1 AR - 7 SE BRAR R 2 o 1 B T € o IE A Lin
(2008) FBFFE 48t > Fp BRI RC A A nl kB POy TR ) - [ BB — AR L]
(e —HJ7 ]~ (37— ] > LR [FRF—&6F ] (Lin, 2008, p. 75) °

[0 2K 3 5 P S 18 AS [ T 40 1 | PR BBCAN (] 1 6 T IBOSR - R gE
I~ HE (2005) 48 T/ EEE ] L AOMES: - B R BR BUR [R] 9 SR DA S AN
[ 1) P B AR P AN ) B+ ALK o A JHEE R AR TE R N T e
A I T A BRI A B 00 2 e R AR v o (B SR I ) A A T
) 1 S A ) R 1) R PR IR 5 A A [ AL 4 T SR B (Zhao, 2008,
p. 36) o AMEANLY > BAE BT ~ N [E] A HE S PRI B A
JEARRI 6 7 2 o [0 BIHES A vl R BUR R AT & ERd EALH
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