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Research Article

The Politics of Naming:

Some Reflections on the Construction of
Chinese Marriage Immigrants and Nationalism
in Taiwan’s Media

Yun-Er ZHU

Abstract

Chinese marriage immigrants to Taiwan from Mainland China are targets
of Taiwanese nationalism. In news reports, these immigrants are referred to
under four different names—Mainland spouses, Chinese spouses, Mainland
brides, and Chinese brides—each of which represents different social norms
and dreams of segmentation or integration. In this study, we analyze news
reports about Chinese marriage immigrants in four major newspapers from
2003 to 2014. The innovative method of corpus-based qualitative content
analysis is applied, which integrates natural language processing techniques
into traditional content analysis. The objective is to determine the distinctive
naming strategies adopted by media organizations. The results show that the
discourse structures of Mainland Chinese brides are more constrained and less
sophisticated compared with those of their “Mainland Chinese spouses.”
Moreover, this discourse centers on national defense strategies. In addition, the
term “crime frames” is used frequently news about brides, stigmatizing them as
“evil brides.” In contrast, news about ‘“Mainland spouses” is significantly
influenced by “social integration and social welfare frames” and constructs

Yun-Er ZHU (PhD Student). Journalism and Media Studies Centre, Faculty of
Social Sciences, The University of Hong Kong. Research interests: social media,
Natural Language Processing, nationalism.
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them as “model spouses,” which are further revealed to be part of governmental
propaganda plans. “Model spouses” and “evil brides” are opposite but
complementary sides of nationalism, disciplining Chinese marriage immigrants
to be self-sacrificing, submissive, and loyal. Only in this way can they gain the
opportunity to enter the imagined community of the Taiwanese nation.
However, the discourse structure of “Chinese spouses” differs greatly from the
other three. It is dominated by Taiwanese nationalism, and it rarely encourages
Chinese immigrants to be assimilated or integrated into the community.

Keywords: Chinese marriage immigrants, corpus-based qualitative content
analysis, nationalism, frame analysis

Citation of this article: Zhu, Y.-E. (2018). The politics of naming: Some
reflections on the construction of Chinese marriage immigrants and nationalism
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BB EAESE A B R BIMES - 2 Guo fl McCombs
(2011) FY A48 4% 1L 35 FE 5% 5 #5575 il van Dijk (1980, 1988) i) it i & 4} 1
75 LT P SCAS 2 IR 4 2 S E S L B A B (co-occurrence matrix) o L
FEAfE I FH modularity J& #% > 2 S5 7% (Blondel, Guillaume, Lambiotte
& Lefebvre, 2008) H Bfb 544 2 BIHESE -

BH AT R
I BERHE

AT DA CHE A ) ~ (P BRI ~ <A B R - GESR H#) &
BRI > VY AR B B AR 2 [ B0k ] > BT R B RR R
LR AR BEAYERE MARFAIE - R RN -

F {6 DU R I B R LA T L > SHEIE S I R R RS B i AE B H
O BIFIH20034E5 A2 H > i 4 B I 2 7E 2014 4F 12 A 31 H > R[] %
JEA A2 BT R A ORI B R R BRI o R3S T A B
JER R ROK 38 5 o

T 72 o F PG 5% 55 008 1 0 S P b g o DA TR R i ) ~ TR
B |~ TH B ]~ TRRERIR ]~ TREGR )~ [H B IR | 2 B s = > 185t
PR N SO & A DA B AR — B S 2 P SCE A A% T ik A =1
W55 RAF R A I E R o (HCH B REE) 4R B T A 8 4
FEFLAIE 2005 4F AR 0937 ) - SR A s [ 208 20 N TR B PR A B 5T A DA A
S o FRAARH 5,677 BT M WERNR ¢

F— BB
IR 4 18 44 il BRI BRI
T i Bt SR R 2,582
SET TR R 1,911
2003.05.02 ARG A
E) A (2003.5.2-2004.12.31) 0
2014.12.31 B R4
(2005.1.1-2014.12.31)
B H R B H RAE I, 552
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B TARER AR > R 2013 4F 14 [ BB B SCAS (N = 397) 1E 5
AT B B AR - 4 PR 20 FE e B Ok - fse BRI aE  > 15- 51 31616 B
SRt > T AR PR AL A AR B R R BT AT B S — [ 3] SO R e B
REAER  SHHERCENEHAN  AUATEERNERY
B> BT DA BR o A 75 3161 BH 8w b A 2648 A sk B S o A
83.54% > i W I ) L i 258 I R 00 HEARL > iR 3] 174 B B e oA R L
HARRNE o 48— P B o7 4 5 2 2 FH A9 AH B[R] & (Holsti, 1969) %
67.72% ° T 5 T MR AHE LK H (AR5 (5 > — 7 4RSS 40
HESE - 145 5 00 b — L AR A 5 8 B 3 FRARAS AT 0 0 45 R BUR
TR 4 AT 3 22 AR L[] 8 /5 91.72% > HE ] 45232 A 7K HE o

BERoi
v9 K 3R 69 4 4 R KF

JIT A B AR B R TR 1 4 B A B (Hall, 1996) > fir
) B AR A T B (situated) ~ JEERAY (local) ~ BLEE 5 & (1) &
Gy AEER o B T B A b BT I A B TAT R G o FRAMALZE S T
FE ) B OB 3 0 AR SR T BEAR —— [ R Rl A R ] 2 TR T AT Y
A

HM > FE5r e & RS2 AT > RIMTEEEFHOBUEMS RR
{14 20 R R o O R e A 4 A ) el I AR = > i = > [
FIR o

F PICHE R RGO

PN o 2 i £ PN ] Hh BT AR Bt
Wb 2,013 5 567 14 2,582
o 58] TR 1,398 14 540 14 1,911
F H R 136 328 30 179 632
B H R 159 44 315 45 552
Hast 3,706 391 1,452 252 5,677
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f7 8 (BERTSC > 2004) - fEUCIBURS PO BB 1 - 3K 1 Pearson R 77 A€ %2
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O AF S e SR A S (] DA ) 7 ) 8 4 e 75 AT AR BLES) RO o A
KR T BRCE IE AR > B0 {18 i 44 2 A6 = 11 o] ) R o T 0 22
{6 > TS Wi a4 R AR ALS R A ) ~ SR © A B AR - AR
W I8l 22 AR FE AN ] 5 S Al R R B - P ) T 11 4% i e B
Mg R MR =R > ATUAED
Lo TR | B o BB AR | 16 & R AT BEARL > AMER L
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I P £ ] ws T ] P £ + % v 71 (18.16%)
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[ R IE P A | vs o IR BT - ¥ P 18 (7.1%)

i e ARRBEREKIE S 05 o R B KIS 01 T 1 5 ] UCHG 1 S R IR R T 1 4%
Y507 P RS- 8 S5 b 08 0 B DA A 1081 4 A e e 2 ) S P B S S - R O3 b = (A B 7R
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ol 75 %8 252 FI BT ] b [ 2808 10 2 DA > AP 2 45 ml DAAE 4R
) TR P A J BT e i R ) 3 v A B 70 AR A A X 2
3. RS FE LAY T o B A TR SR AT 2 e i B R A R A A
fuf 2 3> CH B RO & [ rp B ) E e & > A ar e
PR CH H ) B A i A8 S AL [R] 8 B AR 2 AT 2
DA = RS 2 A a5 2R 23 il 36 IR AR SO = A/ VB o

(AR | L[ T EAs | 0 Kok £ K69 ™ k@ 3L

A S R B ¢ [OR B ) B OB i | ~ [ BB AR | A7
Al AN 2 1 B = AR ~ A = 2 TG T B BL ) > AR SO 7E
S5 /N 2 ) R 0 A
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W HEE AR
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1. B LR B SRR M (Rl ~ HEE] > FEIREHRRIM
TR > TEE ] —Fal g i 7 356K » HMBIEAEER 14511
B (5488019 9.99% > AR [ H BRI | sH R R > [ R
—FA P T 107K > HBIAE 41 BRI > 15 16.27%
2. [MEAI (BHsG AR« e~ otk ~ /NME - BHESE) B EE

AR R BINELE B B AL - AR TR BT IR A0 [ A R 4
T R R SRR o R B AE SR AT SR I SRR LABE IR O
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B TR 55 > /R iR R e B IR A S ) 0 T
H -
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B ZRAFHIEARGPEIE EBRGIRFEY
B4K » AP B2 R RIS FR—TERXT - ((g i)
2005457 H 68 + A€ 58)

3. THEWAAETE B 220 ) (BSR S A0 A < S ~ RBE ~ 45105 - B
) R AR TR SR 0 —RER 4 > [H B ZERR B AL [ K
W/ oF B0 7 IR ) 2 & 1 A I Ve T AE > db A RE 15 R AT 2 Ik B
W~ R RBAT [ A W 0RO 58T & A B ) o il
] SR O SR -

4. (40 HEZE G0 (BRSERA AL AR « AR 0% - 4P - Mt 40 I
S BLAH N A0SR | 22 BIAESE > T RIAR 2 Y 20 58 1 B Hp i
WL R DI BRI HER > THEFRECE - IMEHE
A RS > AP 76 T R IR s o e ~ WOV RS IE A T 8 5
(B > 200849 H 23 H » C2 /) » BT I % Bz A
SR B R AR ( CRBREE) > 2004 4E3 A 30 H > C2iR) » B
1717 SO S s 1y SN ) B 2 R I 55 88 > a0 S R R

BB TR TR 150 F AME R K EILHETEHL
EHEKAE - HERMEEER RASLIH LT o AR
AR —ARER KB —FRE— 2w K- 48R
R AHEHE 2R ERREB XY LEEFET
ERFLFE  —BBERCEAYE  RTREEBRAL A
ABEMRGETE HFRAHTE o (CPEFHR) - 2007 F 8
A28 C2H)

5. DEFIUGE I MRBCEES A E M AL ~ BB - DREIL i
2 AR DL A R A B HE AT RS R > NI R S > R
s — IR DL R A T o [ 40 B b 7 B 2 46088
i A2 AN > an M EaSE I A TS ] A& 158~ 495K
MT3BEMFEE 2200 > LSRR E WA BHEBE > HEn T
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