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Research Article

The Influence of Emotionality on the Diffusion of
Information on Microblogs about Social Events:
The Effect of Involvement

Shuang CHEN, Zheng ZHANG, Ke-Xin WANG, Ming-Jie ZHOU

Abstract

The question of what causes a microblog message to go viral has
frequently been addressed. In this research, we investigated the content of
microblog posts. Among the different characteristics of microblogs, we focused
on emotional content in order to shed light on how they contribute to causing
microblog messages to go viral. In study 1, we investigated the relationship
between microblog emotionality and information diffusion. In study 2, we
explored the psychological mechanism by which microblog emotionality
influences information diffusion. Finally, in study 3 we further examined the
moderator between microblog emotionality and information diffusion. Our
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findings showed that the larger the proportion of emotional words in a
microblog post text, the more often it was retweeted. Affective involvement (the
state of arousal) mediated the relationship between microblog emotionality and
information diffusion. In addition, cognitive involvement (self-relevance of the
message) moderated the relationship between emotionality and information
diffusion. Specifically, highly self-relevant messages with high emotionality
were the most likely to be retweeted.

Keywords: microblog, emotionality, cognitive involvement, affective
involvement, information diffusion
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B A B% 2.0 REAR I BIZ > BB BBl T K E AL - B Al
TRAT B AT 2 I8 61 4% © Facebook ~ Sl 145 o B 2 K £ KRB ~ 4
= RS EE T4 o MUH (Microblog) 1 5y 5 52 B Fi 4t 52t
Z— o JElTHEN—FER R BRI SO A 2538 5 BR il 7E — 2 # I A
{1 15 A 00 208 A0 Ao ) 20 TR S B A S~ [ - MR - SRR
A EN » B RER AL - MR N EHE - R - W
SRRER ] GRS BE - TR > 2011 > B 75)  H AT R b A 0 Rl
A 2 Twitter » 75 1 A 5 B0 Fc KO R B TR 1 o AR PR BT TR 2016 47 5%
i (56 — 2 B B i > 5 2016 4F 6 AU » 5B iR Gl 19 A 6 B ) 5 %2 2.82
> ERHERR33% 0 HIGEET P 1.2618 > FH4EHRE 36% iR
> 2016) o AMMAERH e B AT I ~ BLAy X B8 - LGS
ISR E) > BRSBTS AR AT s B — 3

o 1A A R 4% WF 9T A0 B 5 B (Kwak, Lee, Park, & Moon,
2010) » 52 3| A B 2 BT 5 8 BE o ARSCEAEHES ¢ ] fl A 25 ) SO
WA WS » A E A SRR » DL G R B R ?

A P9 5 L AR 4%
L. 5558 AR A T 1 P A e L

WS E A NS RO B - — AR PR B
iR T A S AR BRI HANA - BRI 2N
ARG > DA ROE G A BRESE 9E5E o 50— B s K TR BdE
T A 1 46 ARG RE S (Naveed, Gottron, Kunegis, & Alhadi, 2011) °

BA BT K 2 8 AR R KPR 1 (Naveed et al., 2011; Suh,
Lichan, Pirolli, & Chi, 2010) - /0¥ K 5 7K - 1A 25 4 08 B 19 L wfl 35
& 1) 5 2% o Heath, Bell il Sternberg (2001) #2 £ 1A 25 09 1% 4% J7 1] 0 7] BE
HEHEREREER - M2l g = A HEnnNg > 2R AR
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REAN (A B C MR E A B - WM > 88 N ORAL & 45
(Festinger, Riecken, & Schachter, 1956; Peters & Kashima, 2007; Rime,
Mesquita, Boca, & Philippot, 1991) = FL it 3¢ ik 22 ) i 7% 58 5k 21 1% 44
B G el ) B 44 A B MR (Fox, 2008; Kinsinger & Schacter,
2008) » LB REAT 25 B BB (Case, 2002; Nahl, 2006, 2007) ©
PRI > ASBIFTE B E B P 28 i A Al 8 RV R O S 2 o

T AT Ao e B e 90 R A F 2

HAIERAVE R NS EE VG2 — » B EEZEE MR
A8 o MBI o EE B — R 00 N SRS B T R - SR e
178 H 1% 45527 (Bollen, Mao, & Zeng, 2011) o

Linh 1 Stieglitz (2012) B 7T #8 BLELIA TR - A A sl MR 175 48 1)
H a6 e 8 B Z (0 33 o 2 1% - Stieglitz F Linh (2012a) Y 7E Facebook
ANFLEE T RS TR A o B - RN I I A 0 7 B S e
BABFEBIR - Naveed 55 (2011) DAFEB BUAMIE ATt B 5 > 4578
AN NG AV SRR v AR R AL B BAE T o [RIIRE  r MREE A T
Bl REMEL R o MR - A — R AR B — B o D - IE AR T
PSR 10) 528 - IE S I A Bl i SRR e > HLE IR
s % (1) 3 I bR (Stieglitz & Linh, 2012b, 2013) ©

&5 L FrEl - wTLUE TR BT & IS AT R A 2 HL
Z 2 BA BUA TR - BT {5 &5 T 6 4 B A - RO RSN > B b
A 22 b > 8 - 4be - RS 4 B E - Uik - Buh
FHE o~ (@RS - Hb > A g BUE U AE AN - A B R
V22 NG > g R 2 % o CRHE T A ) 4 S B HOoE 1 e %
S TEE WAL GRS - AL RS > AR SR G B - AL B
JRE L MR o DI G F > TR YIS B REE - AN > BAE
ERFEER B ARE R MARIZNZA | EEW - 48
JIEL > 1999) o A SCHEAIF 7 i 13 4 JRE B AL @ e R b > LA R B A BT TR B
WG b BETE G S MRS E AR 1 -
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H AT I 4 0 5 2 R i B R B = TR AR ST - B ia
— [ W BT AR B B A7 R AR Y R N TR
() > B TR 25 A {188 36 1A 25 9 JBRN EE 22 (Mlatthes, 2013) > BREHEAY &
AU AL A A 5 8 A A S A A Uk B 1) i B (Geiger & Newhagen,
1993) - 3 H > Step (1999) #8276 B i FIMFR b > Z AR LI ER
ABSIER  RERRBAEN R RA - B4R B M M
I O R '@L 430 1 5 B8 182 5 (Kim & Rubin, 1997;
Rubin, 1993) ° Rubin (1993) 58 £ BRI A 7% B /R AR 2 58 5 75 i H8 f F) oa
TR RIMEF > {HH A JE (involvement) 2 i 4 i B FN 2 HE 2 [ 49 — 1@
HEHGE o BT RAATSCS | S A BE AR RV IR 4 1 3 R A 0 e 2 o

L 8 A BRI E 3

6 A B SR B A B 2O R B A ) — {1 R AR
ERERME » FEARF BB > BFERIEAR HET AR R
7E ° Day ~ Stafford F1 Camacho (1995) #% ¥& A J& B9 <& 7€ B &5 £ Wi 18 7

— 7 T2 L % 2 TS B B A (8 B N A2 > NI A T R R s
K> DL BRI AR B i) 6 S B 8 0 A BAFR B A AR L E tE AR EE Y
A o I3 — 7 THI R R L R A R AR A B A B A > RR AR B
S8R R A AR E R A B A K

DePelsmacker ~ Geuens 1 Anckaert (2002) 52 /5 I #8 J& — {1 3% [5
o BEIESEAEEA NN R flmﬁ@%)\ﬂz 1% 52 Pk B T IF 5 A
[ o [RLIGIBE B 16 A i 3R 4 56 — SR TSR B n R B R0 A ) o |l i A 3¢
MW TT 3 5 At S IS T R - AR AR A B > AU B A
FEEFE S+ —TEAR S 0 2 BLIR RE (participation of stimulus) (Step,
1999) > BT EEE N TR FEMGRERE > DUE R g
L BEL 1R 8 (%) BH B F2 % (Andrews, Durvasula, & Akhter, 1990; Zaichkowsky,
1994) o
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1L # A JBE 27

He A BE — W 330 (1) 73 S5 2 58 1 #8 A (cognitive involvement) BL1%
¥ A (affective involvement) > | ZE48 45 T /i fd ¥ A B 7E A58
) E 75

F— AFRIBETE b R0 38 N\ B B R A\ BE A E 7

e [5H ¥ 2 PBAIE A\ JEE & RS N L
Perse, 1990a, 1990b BEHE R B EE kAR R
A FRS T
Krosnick, Boninger, i1} 3 Wit - WEETE BCRBRE H AR I 4K e
Chuang, Berent, & A
Carnot, 1993

Zaichkowsky, 1994 g B B E RO g {0 B 0 SR SZ R T R 1 15 A 1 T
L3R g B AR kA

BB 1B TR B

Kim & Sung, 2009 MR HEHE G T bR I AR g
105 B 1 KT

Matthes, 2013 faRca=-2L0 MR T AT 2 1 156 &8 4 R

H A 8 A AE AR SCH VR 70 1 B 00 0 ) 3 i A Mg R AR > S5
PMEBFTE » A SCHaR R A Boe 28 4y « #8053 31 s B 5 B 1) BH e
FRIE o 15 A e 7245 « (WS i &l 5| 88 0 M AR E (arousal) > M
AL — FH ) AR R o MR B RE B R BORR (A0 < 50 AF) - E Y
FrRERIEEE (U0 1EA%5E) (Heilman, 1997) ©

TIL. 38 A A BE G A5 A

P N BE Ry — IR 58 i A5 B 2 58 R0OKS i L A] RE 4 A B (elaboration
likelihood model) (Petty & Cacioppo, 1986) o 7% H 5 i £y A& J& ie 5 48 ih
AR AN ] Y B8 AR B A o — MR {0 B4 (central route) » RZBEFE T A&
JIE el A 18] 6 3 AHURS A0 A 5 L > iR {1 FEORS A 2 A A R
MAHBASR R S5 - IREW - RBR - Wy - 28> 2012) © 55—k
% 458 1L fig 72 4% % £ (peripheral route) > 5% B A8 T 11 B N & % 58 & R
B o TR MR R 5 Sk A R T B Y HE B B G BB RS B AR
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E AR A AT A5 BE > BESEME > gl ) > B RRBeEs i AS [ 17 4 1 S i B
& (G ER > ASE > 2007 ; Petty, Cacioppo, & Schumann, 1983) o

1 BE B R fn] A B AR A AT RN T > AR KRR BE b BB A B A 1 1=
i o B AL - QAE R0 B AT RE AR N Ty T et o SR
2 (Bl B BN BN 85 77 J8 28 I R e B R > AR R A AR TR
AR o AR E B s A EARIRE > {3 B8 AET RS 0 0 Rl REPEAR > 3
H 3 EFAUETTRA A BB S o TR RE PO IR N B S RN
S IR B IEAR (WSS RS EAM(EER - ARE
2007 ; Petty et al., 1983) 41N [EHLHY iR

Bl — R n R R AR

b BAE
R
%iﬁ A P R
l s //////v
BB

IV, $ A\ B S Gl A 14 1 BR T 7€

Yo A BUE G ER O B JE R 200 By WO - — AR AR AR L
THETT AT > 55 — RO HE A BE 2 I AN TR BT - 25 28 HUTE Sl 4
FEARE SR o I LEWP U IA RANa — B > A LB B BUIE A AR B Al
% R R AR > AL QBB S AR -

(1) # N A2 Z 6 A 5L

a. AR BIFEEH © Sussman 1 Siegal (2003) 7EWF 57 @k T
BT R AN P LAY B2 AR R 4w RE RS AT FE AR T S B A R AN
AR A] A5 BE B EIA T ER S22 o BRI > BN ERE A -
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A (2012) 48 38 B B8 00 J7 T 0 7 4 B 10 RS0 IE B b - TS A 2 R
1AL F {4 R A S 2 o 5 SRR ¢ BB OA BB OR TR R T A it
(P EL A SRR > B RSB AR E S S > FHEA DM
PR ST A  BMES AW E SIS H AR O AR
JRE B 1 o

b. & A B B b 4 /E B © Norman F1 Russell (2006) £ F 5 4f f# 5%
A T B G R E ] o 45 RBUR © B SRR A AH
BAE R RRE FE (O RRERE ) S B i as S 1 el s - BRI AR
JE AT DAAE ) T8 ) O REE R Y 2 BLFE BE o Wang (2006) BF 75 T 2 Bl i
(engagement) TERE 5N TRHCR P RITE M 45488 - M2 HE G inE
B EE - BB A > ERVEAT > DAREE R - B REE o BB
P AR T 2 8L 3 GRS AT 19 52 22 o Polyorat ~ Alden Fl Kim (2007)
“ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂ%%ﬂ%%%ﬁmﬁﬁm%é GEoEEH - ok
TR 1 T 8 45 5 | 3 o 2 ) R A > R T A A AR T) 2 A 4 R A S A P
it T Y S 2R o

(2) R 48 BN B 69 AT 52
A He A BE I 43 5 R R B A W 5% H AT D > BAN A ARRPE R 2

Matthes (2013) i 35+ i 82 %4 BE (hostile media effect) 52 28 [K & A9 W 57 -
EREUR Tﬁ%]?%ﬁﬁﬁmﬂ/ﬁ?%ﬂ%)\ o EEE - GRERERE - R
FEREEVE ~ REEEMRE ﬂﬁ?%lZﬁ 15 % HE AT RE Hh0 3 Y T
ﬂ?i%ﬁﬂxkﬁg B A B AR 4 (2011) 58 T BRI AR Y J&E 15 T U FE AN
[F] R A A TSR] I‘im%)\énniﬁiﬁ%xﬁ% RO SRS AE fh
PO E I RE T S 5 = I B A B R B ) A RE

c HINm B AR ERN  BERREESZEMGSN R Z4%
gﬁgiﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%gﬁ ;T A K ER %ﬂﬁi)\ﬂ’])znn > B 4EFNE

W5 Z G4 I R L2 o Ak > BN B RB A AN EE & > M
%V”ﬂ%%’ ] (5 BRI ER RN A E o B S
B T 3 T ) RS BK

HEEDMEDTIE > AEEEEE - AR B E R 5t 2 HBIEB A
JEWFEE (SREBE - 2012) » B0l b6 A ERIRY - 3IF HL S &5 A ek —

cg Eﬂf

7
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B AL AR REEN > AR AR o B A3
PN BERH 7> By AR AR - S5 2 AR B A e T AR B O 4 1 o

Ml At s

A SRR 3 A B i R BUIK - mT RAE B TR B 1 46 L
FERFFEH D - HAHR A DA A B S 25 WF 7038 52 > i ds 4w vl 4
JEE 1 72 [ e SRR AE o AR SUIAERTIR IR & | » B 5t g F B
TR 5 A R o Sl EL > TR A 1 4 A5 1 e o Bk = TR A B R
W o HE AR IR AN SR 2 TR R — 8 A > 4 B RS AR
15 S A KRS o DAAE BAA ASIRDBBL #6 A A S Al 0 A 2 o T
TERIBE TS 45 RN B — 30> B ARG IR A B SR IR S A TE
TG 4 1 s B AR AR PR B PR A -

AL FBHRFLI N Z K

(1) SR SO I 16 S e R G A T 2 288 » mirsc e $ & > DA
AR W FE 8 B - A 48 0 SO I 8 B 2 19 88 (Linh, Stieglitz,
Wiladarsch, & Neuberger, 2013; Stieglitz & Linh, 2012b, 2013) » 3 H. 4 1
4 1Y 19 % =X Facebook A B £ Y ¥ & (Linh & Stieglitz, 2012; Stieglitz &
Linh, 2012a) o AU ABRER — + SCACHH 48 1k B 25 16 1) S B0 P i gt i o

0 SR (R A 1 S SR AEAE - IR B ] & A e e MR 2 > 2 1
FETEE AT > ARARIRAE T - SO 015 48 U 8 JE AN 2 BN
FERY Y ¥ A BEAE DA A8 R R AR B AR > BASTF SO R T R &
B o

(2) HR BT 0ok 195195 A 00 B P M) > B 5 o A 156 4 1 T TR 22 1
1 2 MRAEA SO R AR E 28 - RS B A S B MR B o R
AR > 15 B ATEIL R R P VER - R = B8 UG
PR & IR T > A AR W T B B S vl A0 R R T 5 R R S 4
AH B# 7E 137 /M (event-related potential, ERP) f& A~ [A] 1 (Ortigue et al.,
2004) o FERFEEFE T > ERP A IRFRE 3 32 I TE 5h F2 0 Ty - AP B >
H 1 46w bbb HL A BE Y K BB (Kissler, Herbert, Peyk, &
Junghofer, 2007)  H.yk > M RE R AT A B AT A > 0 &Gl
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%% - Berger fl Milkman (2012) %% B B8 215 4 114 e 4K SC 75 5 A] gR#E
A BRI S H1 > Naveed 25 (2011) FOBFZE LS H - w8 MGHE () £l
2 WP o IR DT FT 52 I BE =« SO 48 B 3E OE 1) 58 B
JRFE A BE o i IR HE A\ B B 3 IE 1h 5 B0 T s R o B JRE A\
TE DI SCAS A% 4 1 3B e R A8 30 v 5 B rp R B fh A 1 D o

(3) TR G155 4 A B A B A > R AR RSl T AR A
T B 2 Y w2 SR BRAORS N L AT BEMEAR A (ELM) F8 4 - fE
AR - 8BS B A] BB O BEAS - BERTEIEITAS AN T BIE
Al J 2 BVE 5 IMAZEAR IS AMRAE T - 8 B8 B 0] R 0 48 45 i A8 HEA T
TN B 5 32 U A MR S > R R O S B (B E A
2012 ; Petty et al., 1983) o H DL A ffF 50 2 H B 1 36 A B 19 58 20 &5 18
(Choi, Yang, & Chang, 2009) - #1t > AWF 72 H B = « BmiE A JE
T D SO A 1 5 B A Y B AR v R BRI B 1 o HLEERY - 3
A4 A P B O R BRSNS A R (B =) - AR
08 N\ T T i 0 B B HEE (BEE =) -

R AT R AR

Zy & L B =R > AR SO B RO E R > 4T =R R 5t
FE o T EBLWIRYR - AR R S B SO > A B R Y
FMG ~ B > DA R BEIESE o BFSE— B SOR BT TR > B EOH IR B E
V-6 BRI e R - RS E R R R - B R
AFAE L - BRI A 1R R B R RO B )« BT =Rl BR A T
AP > BRI B I AR TR B R % —H BRI T s &

AR — A AR Y R
L BF7EH #Y
BF9E— B I RTERTR BT & b 6 A SR 4 S
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I1. BF5EJ5 ¥
1) Mg £ 38R
R4 [T TR A IR 22 0% 52 28 0 ) HE 4% 1 S BT J7A T 10 o7 1) f e 1.
T R RRE S R AL AR -

(2) & RAI

PUEL20124E9 A 17 H £ 20124F 12 A 9 H Kf [ B k87 B = it i -
BT A SR BRI - L2377 W o YEIE H G 4E - B E A SO B i
RefH] > T as s > JUERIRR ] > IUEURE LI 00 R 46 8 ~ BRTE 8= > D)
Pz Gt & 2t > REAE R 24 A 84 (URLAEHL) - 2E6F
K o

(3) A & T B

HAR 5 OGSV - A - SURTPIF & B LU > FEA
TR EE R 5 iﬁﬁ‘*ﬁiﬂﬁﬁtﬂ 1 T IR R i) | B A A9 LB o
{8 F§ LIWC (linguistic inquiry and word count) 43 B 3 18 SCA 4% 46 M > 5%
B o JHLEE G A 1 118 > e ) T B B 29 M7 1% %% el 5 (Pennebaker,
Mehl, & Niederhoffer, 2003) o LIWC il $4 rf ff) [ 15 & FE 5 | > 20 Jy W

B — B ARG (I FO0 - R REE) - 55— BAIHmE
S > Horp SCRLE R (A0 0 R~ Bk - YTURESE) o MEARE (40 w]
B BAR - RS ARG (A - IR~ BEAE) o AUFTTEEA

) J2 B TA) B2 3 BH % 1Y) 19 rP S fE B B Y LIWC (Gao, Hao, Li, Gao, &

Zhu, 2013) o

DR S A DI ) BT R sl o UAh > AN SRR IR [ R A5 5
P

Yy > RMAER > REAME > BREAREE  FALHEE -

(4) BHE 7

H A AR 7T 0 (R A i O PR B PR iR i > A RTEOE > I HAR
B (R YE 2 73 3 KPP 3843) > RIS I 5% R A B — JH 20 f7F (negative
binomial regression) ¥ BB HET T/ HT ©
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II1. #5451

TERER T e G es > oA S0AE N B6AX
1 1S5 2 A% - A 4w BT A FO A T DLREEE I ) TR 8 (b = 0,06,
p <.001, exp(0.06) = 1.06) (WNFFRET/R) » BI - F & b0 sy - s
HHEK -

FT 20124E9 9 17 H E 2012 4F 12 A 9 H i /R i Bl 1o el 30 S8 3B S A 95 4t ek B D200 B

P4 ot - R B

fiblbdns b p exp(b)
I 7.59 .00 1978.45
A 8 R -0.53 .00 0.59
REAEN 0.19 01 1.20
S iR -0.18 .00 0.84
A -1.50 .00 0.22
5 S A

il 0.06 .00 1.06
McFadden’s Pseudo R’ 005

N 2377

IV. /NG

AW BB A T DR ARE R REAKRN 2T
AP - R | AR > SUASE S LU 1) B I e FE SR )
B Bl TS o RISOR A HL R R R - S 2 0 g o

AR = BRI R SR g AR A
WAL 89 A A AF A
L B5EH iy
BF 5 = B L GR AT B SCAS 17 A 1 5 80 AR B RO B A > 2 B
e ALERII R 0 15 40 8B T BT RO A > Al — -
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Bl — R A AR R R

RS A

TN

SCAE AR FAN A ()
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