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Information “Society”’: Theories and Reality,
Models and Reflection

Jack Linchuan QIU

Abstract

The main purpose of this article is (1) to examine the basic theoretical issues
of information society and (2) to reflect on the status of research regarding
information society in China based on recent empirical evidence. Beginning with
a review of general theories and an assessment of information society studies
inside the country, it re-evaluates social realities in the Chinese context while
emphasizing the diffusion of working-class information and communication
technologies (ICTs) and the concomitant rise of a new social stratum, the
information have-less. The article then explores the distinctiveness and
universality of the Chinese model of information society in comparison with other
models and developments in advanced information societies as well as the
developing world. Particular attention is paid to the question of social innovation,
the stratification of ICTs, and the interplay between the two.

Keywords: information society, information have-less, working-class ICTs, the
Chinese model, social innovation
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M~ SRR Ty o FEAESGE - BRI AEE R fe s b sl iy R4
N o fem A7 MERRAE WS ERE T D4R - UHESM . BHEOUEIRH -
PAEZGE » /DNBHEN g BB R > DUREBEREZ » CHE L
TR o 72 v i o 0 DA 25 R S0 215 B b TR AR 7oK > 1E4k
TAERI LR NBHE: > 7 i 48 31 38 & B P TAEA 76 i) B R R - A
A B A T Y AR AL A4S > A TIR PR | R B8 A 22 R4 = A g IR
bR B A o

WA R R AT 22 > AR T ~ THbst e i T
(35T >t SR B AR 5 B % Bl B 12 AF 7E A H 7 o Angel Lin
(Lin & Tong, 2005) ~ &%t (Pun, 2005) ~ 44 (2006 ; Ma & Cheng,
2005) ~ ZEVfi%R (Law & Peng, 2006) %5 £ 35 F A (4 [7] =5 25 48 72 J& HOANIR]
7 EEHT TN B2 HAE T# > HE ARG - 575 3 (Qiu,
2007a) H e T Anar s i — 2R 51 B i B TR TR R AT Ay O
INASHRER > LRGP TR - e E I - WITH - T2l &%
FB - AT3CEM > b B TR AR MBI T T NI
ANTFH > UUBTHEE EAMERIE DL - o7 CH IR R A - > EAER
R TR SE O > BB AL el s B TR B A
FP A R 2 [ I A AN B ~ AR SEAR B R R -

FHEEA S I B > SETH 3 A LB R B IRBS e ? SR 20054F 76 i
MIEE T —sRP BB A " N7 N R - 2BAEBEHZES © 5%
RIS [HEARS ] (value-added services) > &ufi [ #MATARES] » H A
HRBETEAN R -

AR THONAT IR VR IEZ A (BIHE TN B 7 % R8I T i 7 RS A B )

- MEDIRES (31RIH - 2T RRIA) ¢ MOMATIRES R - IPTERE - FAEEEE (2)

TR R (28I STRRIA) - RARER 3) - BTG (2)

- PREEEE (31RIH - 18T RRIA) - BEIIR () - BEQQ (D) - BEIAH T4 (5)

<RI 44 (38R0 - 20 TRIH) - ESAE () - IV (1D~ FLIREIR (7)

<R BT (2088TH > 7RIE) R T (3) - SR 4)

ARG R (SBIE - 247D ¢ R AGES (12) ~ RS (6) - EAENIE - R @)
FRHRAE R ()

A N AW N =

HRRIE S H AT I O (Y (R RS B A R R 4 ~ IR ~ AR - T
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AN JE 5 R NGk o WVE T REE SR AT 5 (HA A T - R ek
%E] (Postman, 1985) HIl 24t @raf B E - (TR R FRIERZ I EIE
NZE - TR 122 EAA 0 s [/ IV REEES - RS S
WA (5 N RENIEE - BRREQSE ; B [ LI IR SRALHRE - thK
AN A BER - T BN RS o FEE A A TR
[ERRES)  HEWRBN A~ WAEMNE > W iEE00.10510.350
R o AL Z T > BHEE SR RG] > Fam FsIE @ 2
il ~ BUH > EAEDR AT -

B R B R SR IS DL R T - fE A - ERRENL - Y
AR P SRS R A P ERAE AR SR o S T R R AL > PR
B FEE - B EBEUGE A AUB AR N MR o kAT F AR
RS A SR AR » PO T B DTSR S N BT SRR IS - S B
B NSRS A AE DL - IE BRI e8] A7 U2 i 26 - S B s R 55 21
BB LA R 4 Bl - P A R Y 35 44 St (Baudrillard, 1983) %2
HALAIE 2 B o

RER ?

AL B 5 S AL G i BUEDERT T 208 4R R B A E A Rk
T R A B - A [ T D) TR AR DL R A OB
T ) H R B TR R A BEARESIE B 45 - B SR BL R
S A Bl BRI BRR © A REAE 3 IR 8 P B AR (RS 2

AATARER > B S SRR VE O (5 S AL G 0 IT TR IR w] FEAN R A2 2
3 R B DUMEA T 0 B T e R o (EH R R A A e R
iy AT DAASTAD ~ e MR PR AR 0 o BPRE TUIR IR BB LAk > ATy mT AE
AR o FAM AT LIGE 2 36 i ) BE AL Hh i 5 B R Al P 5 %
TRARBLA A BRI M TS S SUALAF9E > AL S Ak A5 R 1 [
S B IR IE UK IR > IV ER YA s R S B AR (AL 20 g ST L
P (42 W iy | o AL A 2 =SB T ok P {4 T LR SR > (RIS HE
— S R o B A B N e NSRS > YA ST B A AR
SEHENE - KA -
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H R A e BB By B S AR T DA EL SRR - AR AR AR - (HiE
HEWRPRRZ — > MIRAE, o M1 AP B - SE e AR S
Mo v B VY 5 BN AR LR B o MESRFRAPI A Rk G b 75 220
BUA B BRI 7% B R > (R A R A B AR A AR
ROHEAT LR ~ FRRM - RS o HABRA A BB d M A ST
A R PG EAL e R R o

B — 0 2] - BB S > RS Ealam i UE A
i B AT e BB S 2 B AEZE - iR BN R R AR +
{bf5 BAt e siam > BEET A B X R bt 2 B A S AR B R LA Bl |
0 70 S A R LBl AR E P B EAL S Ay KM B E IR A
WP ) ~ WIRLE SR AFIR B RPY o iSRRI AN AE HB R > T2 A
P22 e B —E M IE SR o A — 2 ] > N A B 58 i B 1%
WA AR E R AEAE T BN o RPf RS I 5 — R EAT > (H AT RRAR TR
R B R R AR I ZE (BSAKRJI > 2006) ©

— i EE Bt e > 2 NEE T URERN W] - B
DAL AN ZE A 3 i A BRI AL & UL B RIRAN R N AL > 236
HKEAFFE R - BB WNFRE > TR > (HA
TR g - —  BEARME—EEARK o SRR - AN i R
(bay area) (1[I MEAE R » A AR A+ & 88 UL A5 AR SR AE R B K
T TR A I [128 98/ B AR 2 | 28 (Saxenian, 1996, 2006) o —. ~ [ SHLR]
INA BAr g9l > LR E &k ~ AJLIRES (REHHE) Wik - >

AT & > H R g B2 S A5 B At g B A AR - 453
HMAREREERY (RG] A0 RT3 AK
(developmental state) - ELH8 I 24 58 A 7 B9 BURN B (E A TIEL - BA%E
SNEBUOREMHBEHEENTFENAGEEE - N RA > R
W BTN B P AR A B (S S AL AR a4 T B8 /E F Johnson,
1982, 1995 5 RWHF > 2003c) B MINAIALE T R ALHE LAl A EsE
A0 TN TR Y B S aR - 1 T A AR G B 8 AT B o
Al > AR TS5 P SR R RIS B SRR AT BT T 3 (Wang, 2003) o st
PRI M 55 SCAR AR > 8 E N B AR ARFN IBUR [ 28 T 36 v 2 2 oA BB g e A T
AR o Al 2 2 Y R P 40 il L B 3 IR O A T B il % > (H R
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HIM > EE—LHIES T /NEBRA A A 2E > 15 a4 M5 B 20
B SN ACRE UM > A s B A R [ R B B R ) BUOR B T i A
flg o 2

NS Ty 5 B o AR VB AS - [REEAR S 5 R B R BUK > K
e P 4% 1 ) BE R 5 S B B AL & A4S B (Ducatel, Webster & Herrmann,
2000) o HA L HARERERIZF B o B g rafl AR > #iri)
EEEASTR] [ PR b i e > LA R L /KTl — B LSS BUAS AR > 2
JB8—2% (Himanen & Castells, 2004 : 51-53) o J& K it & U RURE Al 4L e g
Fo RHESEENRERLEHUE > HERAHAE - AP
HET R A & S LR o BEPOE T DA E HREAEEE ~ Linux F B
fRAKEEH) (open source movement) » %& BLE i A2 F /K T-Hik i H AR DA
BN F S — B AR BUE R DU AT H o sl > BIRAE A4t
AR A R AL T B B AR AR (HBUN ISR D H N A R E
o MER TR A6 REERATFAE - REARAEAS
PR € 5 EALHERR o] DARR IR RF AR - SR » (25 AR A VB TE
R U HE BB R R B RN > LB R AL AR H b 5% A0 B R R T A
(Castells & Himanen, 2004) %

e = A AR R P A o B A AT S A SR > A LA TE
KBNSV EA T2 o AN bR B BUE A /B AR AR
— R 7E SO~ BOR B AL A ZE AR B AS AT A AL RS S > R (2%
B A IS - SR B &S A AN > AIDARE ~ SR A
A Ay TR e R SCUHE R D DU BT R R B b f BT At 81
(technological innovation) - 1M7EH B » A F SALE IR BIBNE R > i
A R [y A5 A0 TR e A 1Rl > (HER = T8 3T ) 0915 Il
FAF BN AR A OB ([0 B 5 e 3 R AT 7 oL > 2006) © B e bR 3675
WUNGEE ~ A~ A BRSO EREIER H EAR > mRTER A
g > JCHE AR HE R EAEAT e R 45 R o i3 e R a0 &0 4
A2 > R meBs e IZ [+ & Al (social innovation) o %

WME 2 AR B B AL e i P R R DL i 5 B A L il
(8 I £y FERBUL N o s%@Re R g AR s = > it g Ailer Al
KEFTE > BT B — KRR o &K > TP EBAIH T R R E
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IF > A2 RSN RET) > (HAES Bl =S > &EPERa
AH E RS RIS B P T PR B At 375 0 P (o I AR AR - R -
B4 5 14 & 48 B (translocal social networks) (Cartier et al., 2005) © & A
Bt g IR > G BAL e BB B 23 K > i HLR B A H £ 4
J& > EBEREEERAES o % IR CHEEN Y ) - R E B
PR ORI F SRR A5 o DL > FURS DERE R B BT A — Ak >
T B T A SR R B AL R A D AR A R
BB & -

AR > A& BH AR B ST AL WP SE & ELR S T m {5 B %
A5 R ANE BT PR AL s R R 2 AR B A S B SRR H Y
2 RT T BL KSR T AN R AL e > AR H T B R A A T MR R Y
FEFCRFIKE B N EEATAR - DR ARG BRI o Eit
e A A B - i T R4 T4 ~ Wkiife ~ difk ~ 2k
b s oA RS > o B8 e A R AR A0 R K B g 3 AR B R oK
WRIIZM s EABER - EFFEER - B T EEEZEILRNE
o~ Bk~ B o B RRE AL G I RIS R - A AR
SOREE - (MBI E R T o 8 e R B B AR RS B R B
R BLUER R > AR > {5 B A T B A BE AR B A 2 P
QB ) F A LR A o

WIER - 55 H TR AR 55 AR sUE & ABE M2
B B AL S B 8 > TR I E B SR S W o B AR
(Thompson, 1966) ffi#lt 1) [ 8] 5 B TSR | A% )58 S0 HERR Rl R il 72 5 R
() B E Y SR LA T RN A T - i LA BAb
G ER 5 IR A RN — R T BB ALA - 1T AT e R A At
GG o M AT - 45 AR R R RO - AR A SR A AR Y
HEWHE - EG T > TRk EZNEE - TEMAH &R 53
A RE A JE 22 WIEASL ~ 7 G ANl € o

GEGmis o BB 2 B B R ERE) - a2 B B BUR 2
T E BB e ) b 7 A5 B AR i AR o L A B 2 AP AE A S B -
AN > PR AREZ TR - 858 B - PEEMit e TEr
MNBZ > GFEHTE 2 AL EIR - st eIk - 2 B+ oo
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FEALE I A o Hk o B R IR R AR R B R A e R
B A v HZ B > 7 B AR R LA S AL & BT ] BB R o 1Y 20
PE o Wl B TS T Tk EE e | > ISR KA HACER TR E (51
B B B R K AR () BB B3 (Castells et al., 2006) > 7 5 i b [
JEHANBE (Qiu & Thompson, 2007) © T 41 H A J&20064E 4% 74 i 7 #
P4 > RERMRREIN TN » JA LD RS R R A (fE—
PEART T4 1B E B F 2R > 20064 #7152,3008 - Al HESE 1) o Hrp
R AR R o I BN - o [ B B 4 R R 2 ) o

= 20064 tH R £ BH EF T

B K 200645711 T 5 # 20064FJiE 42 1 P #4 AR
(&) (&) (%)
1 EppE 73.6 149.5 97.0
2 67.7 461.1 172
3 EFHHE 28.9 483 149.0
4 HREW 26.1 151.9 20.7
5 HJE 23.0 65.0 54.8
6 S 19.0 492 62.9
7 B 137 99.9 159
8 &N 12.0 218 1224
9 JEHAIEL 114 30.0 613
10 10.0 225 80.0

ERARIE © Willing (2007) .
AR AEH R R EEENEI AR ENAR - BERAGOEMA -

DL I I A o R T SRR ) 5 B A SR N e o R T
RS B AR TH(E Bt g B S @ AE TS 2 G EAL e BEE R
[d] (Ito, Okabe, & Matsuda, 2005) ° 2005%F 1 7 5 AL 5T 18 5P SL 0 /i
YR LA [ )y 7 G HURD i i BAR A | 25 R B2 100 €7 > BRh B RISk > A
FEERE ~ SEAVE - BB ~ FnYESE S MU BIF ST R - 77 R EI2007 4K E
BSEATTEHETHAFE > HRTHE EAL SRR Bam sl 2 ekeE
JEE B AR AR RN o BZACRMEABRA T > LEAHE R bR
A TAEEr B E — AR o

SR - [k g e | 31 I A vk 3 FLJE 2 48l o B M B AL 25

89



90

(EHFELELT)) > (%) % 7 (2008)

B A RS - B A P e RE S TR RS OB 1L 2 1
(Gerschenkron, 1965) > A %NGE JFA (555 | L EEENES - LERZ D
Bz — WA HAMA G R ELE S B MIE) o BTLL > 5 e
BEAB BB R AR > BASRE RS - AR
Al A AR T SO RS A [ BB B B R O 5 o HAERY R
JELTE T JL g 27 L v B0 1) [R5 8 ) REEA T Sl plc oy [k ) > 4Bkt [5] 7 78
Al LT AINREAE (AR B E ) 2N HoA 5 T > 40 B BRI Y B
Z o BEMNBER RGN FEGEAGHRHEZ S > LHEFEEHT
WS I )Wl R O VR 5 o A SR [k ) 1 B I B Tk e b P T T B
(R ~ MM RE SR~ R B > oM T S AL e
SHRCER Ay > A8 T A 2R A R v B A ) SR o

T BESR R R v B R M B LR A AR E AR > E
A R RAMAEWEFT B R ] DA F B O A AR B B K B I - BAJE
WA > Hen » SRS BT HER G S RATIER -
HERBB S EE - USRS ITHM T B AR AERES - 7
AEFERTF O AR A SRR Rice, 2006 5 Partridge, 2006) °
B THIE R E R AL BT o < R R A e R s R A — K
MRS > B RS W E R o IR A b iy
¥ 31 IR # 5% % £ (Grameen telephone lady) (JE55HT > 2006 : 200-203)
B[ AR 4 (1) 5 8 FE FH P (microtelco) (Galperin & Girard, 2005) 55 » &R /& {H
BRMEREE > BB - ME Y > MEmEEEP TRE - P
SRR R AL G BT > A5 LR R 1 B G R 2R A S i
A F BTS2 1 B A B N S I AR BRI - A B AL B Y
BEF-A o

wef% > PRI AURA — B RIMEAS A R RZ A A R Y
ZRRME o B E IR B A A B > B B A B RE SRR B > R
5 BE R DA S Hh e [ b 5 T ORE T A SR o AR A B B B A A A B
R LT ML o WiSegaliEsh AL ~ L ~ BN ~ FHZLW
RO B SE A 3 oM B by BR3P AN BT AR - 2 250 170 BT B SE R
AIBRARAIEL - {5 B 38 RAG DU BASIH] (2002) o il tndb st it 77 BUR A A
b FERN TR 0 B B A R 5 IBEUN I AR > BRI ) B
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BREEEE > ARSERMOBEBUT o BA U150 B AT A 40 1 45 B AOE AT EE
e AL Bk g Bl Ty A s A — e AR - i B iR £ B At
& AT RE AR DA [ R B B 5 | i Do TR AR« IE B AR R E Y
IR - WA RN R SORE o HAERRILF - B3 R
S AT DATR] I BT ARG © JE bRl (i B i 15 Bt g 2 bk~ &
AR > MAFIBERTER] GRS - BA S — K EA BRI
BRM L gAH]

AT B IEFE A I S - A B UFIE R A A
S G I BUE RIRE o 2 i LABEE PR > — 2 (R 5 3B I A s A
FRAR DU AR AT AN 9t i o e - (] e SR 7 135 8 rP T I 199 o B e o
G E R B RIEA TR E S BB > S PR T h BB Bt TR B
FLBE o FEI7 AR A TE S - ASCRIEA R > AEMEI R 3 2 248
FE - RRRITE ~ BB o TR R o SR o ARAEEAR > JEi
Al AT A = B BOE A R AT R AP BRI A A

— o BISMRFL  JUHORRREE - B EHANE T AEAALR SRR
(5 BAL & BRI A Y o FAMBFTE2 1 ACH TR (5 BAL g Ui LI E
AP R 2 A B i R RE 5 A O o SR - S S M N RE IR > EARE
MR R - T2 2 T A o ) BB L 1 28 oA T B T 2R
BT ~ fifE - FHIEANEOE

T HEBAE e EALE TR Tl 90 AR S LT Y JR) T A 2 S
A SRR I 15 5 S R D (i 5 B BBl B A S BT B IE
FAA TiE 8L > ERA TR RBBIA S R EE AL
GA TN Z BLR > XL KL 8 o 5 BA e AT R AR
B > AR DB ER] > R AL R A g B
S [] T f ) BB P o

= PRBGUREE » MBS G B GRA A DEECH
BB Ty - BLEERY 5 AR F) [ R AR 5K ) - (E3E AR 25
B RS EEAN 2 o BB AR L - PRI B R AR R MG BT
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P 2y S0 TR e AR > JCHOUZ DL TR T B A Tl & B - 220
S E B3 S5 5% 8 v B 23T REA AR R SR B I o RIS > P RIAL &R A ]
RETEH AR G AT AR AR IR & U5 At Er st -

(% LA 1) B AR A0 — (A SR B B R R AR - DL BB
Pk R A ZRAE BV IR i — B IE - EREALEERT > &
o PR R AR LT 1% - Beih 22 JRBR - Bk il LUE A 0 A 8L - DA
BOR BT 56 R 5 Ips AR BT 7B B - SRR B ERHEE R
JHE M ~ B BU = FH WG - WHEER R > TR 2T - R
il B AP A 8 MR R S 5898 o SE AR RS 5 P TS i 1 W L
B o

S22 3Rk

N~ BINAL (1999) o GHIREH ~ ERSEMERIZE ST o Qi LTt > 56
3] > H18-22 -

M~ BINAL (2003) o (Abat ~ B~ BEM -~ GRS ~ R - VEEE - IFRIERRE D
GRS B A ) o dbat « B AT g RHER B R e B
ERERE T AT -

FHE® - B (1984) o <& T3EAErisRER (Fdh - E2 0 - s - o -
TAHSENEAE o (i Bell, D. [1973]. The coming of post-industrial society. New
York: Basic Books.)

o R EL I AR R O (1999-2007) o (0 EL AR B R DL R A At E ) o b
o

o B B SE TR (1999-2007) o (EBIM{E & RATRT A » Jbnt -

H 28] B 5 e 3 R F 5T 0 (2006) o (P B SER TR BT D) > dbat o

BB A 7] (2000-2006) © (R EIRSBY LA A AEHD > LT o

o [ 28 A (2000-2006) o (rh BB LS A AR > BT o

EHE - FER - Bt 20060 o CHIFAEAE VAL R D o (A
—tit4D > S5108 - E111-120 -

e i (5 BAL TAEB A E (3R (2005) o Cbnt i BOF BRI o dbot -
I 5% R L R

PR (2004) o CHEPERE o WfF - PR - ZRI5bk (4R) > GEEBIRE © 2004
AR AL g TS AT BT o JbaT - AR e RMER SORR A -
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FHA (2002) o (B FIVERIAED o CPEGGLERIER) - S > H168-179 -

ZERE (2006) o (rPE] T APESRBVEAIELE) o 22 A FAT - IR R) > G
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110 °
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