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An Analysis of Chinese News Discourse on
Farmers

Bodhi YOUNG

Abstract

Following T. van Dijk’s approach to discourse analysis, this paper analyzes
Chinese news discourse on farmers and migrant workers. The study finds that
farmers and migrant workers are excluded from “dialogues” in news media
communication. As a result, these groups are under-represented in the news
media, negatively affecting their relationship to urban dwelling news audiences,
either as subjects or objects of the news. The study finds that these consequences
stem from the news media’s roles in both propagation of official perspectives and
in the communications market economy.

Keywords: farmers, discourse analysis, right of expression, migrant workers
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