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Profiles of Internet Political Campaign
Information Users: The Case of Taiwan
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LIN Pei Ni
CHEN Shun Jhen

Abstract

While the fast development of the Internet had been expected to accelerate
the advent of “e-politics” in democratic societies, this study finds that such
optimistic projections were not realized in present day Taiwan. The data of two
electoral surveys conducted in Taiwan in 2005 indicate that most people still rely
on traditional mass media, such as newspapers or television, to acquire electoral
information rather than learning about electoral campaigns from the Internet.
Results of discriminant analyses show that younger voters with higher
educational background are much more likely to use internet electoral
information than their older and less educated fellows. Theoretically, the
similarity of electoral information between mass media and internet web sites, as
well as the lack of basic computer knowledge and application skills, might lead to
some audiences’ avoidance of campaign information in the Internet.

Keywords: e-politics, media use, discriminant analysis
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