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Strategic Interaction, Cultural Co-orientation,
and Press Freedom in Hong Kong

LEE Lap Fung Francis

Abstract

This article discusses press freedom in Hong Kong since the handover. It
argues that in the immediate years after reunification, the strategic interaction
between the media and the power holders within a commonly accepted
framework has contributed to an “equilibrium condition” in which there was no
huge and apparent loss of press freedom. The equilibrium was maintained by a
clear distinction between national and local issues. At the same time, the handover
has led to increased interactions between the Hong Kong media and the Chinese
government, as well as between the Hong Kong society and the Mainland at
large. It resulted in processes of cultural co-orientation which further “de-
problematized” news coverage of certain sensitive national issues. Nevertheless,
political developments in recent years have led to the breakdown of the national-
local boundary. The original equilibrium was destabilized, which led to renewed
concerns of press freedom in the city.

Keywords: Press freedom, strategic interaction, cultural co-orientation, national-
local conflicts, self-censorship
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B (R AL B AN BB B HE AR ) B R MW EUR > LR BE S AL & B AL (Lee,

2000) o

U (I ) TO AR AR P A ) A I A T A ) B £ SR RS 5 A
WS > HE W RA VA TIRE L T EHERS SRR B IR - 19844F
PR B AL - B IE SR ABRER (1984-1997) o MiTE%E 18U
M > AU BT 8 —JohE 145 M5 (dual power structure) > R 8 5 (1)
BRI MER > KRR T a2 > ISR A KR A
H o

A > BEE P EASE A BB R PO SR ELERE
[BH 4 3R 67 A 708 B e B AR 1A BE B » AE LR > DB R R B D
fe it T2 NED IR > A EE U S (Chan & Lee, 1991) -
B TAEE I AR EA (Lee, 1998) > FIH ] Bl v & 49815 T b AL 1
(Fung & Lee, 1994) %65 o HESRYE L0 88 JE 6 1% 43 LA BA B 7 X 2 SR b A
KW A B B o H S AW T A A TS - R A
MIECEE > DA SR 0 B0 SRl o

JUt el S PR A BLAE 2 47 > BIEHR A B R R A WA K
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2 HTRE [ H R AR S A A RS A A L B AR °
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% o NHEEHIEZ - aE =R s e s = e 2
FA] B AR T B R L Bt A 0T 7 9 B 55 5K

EFRNRE  FEBANEREEEENREEE
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FEH] o AN - FR TR BHE R — B AR » R IERESE
FUEIG R A R 3 R I IR PRI > RT LA DARRIGET I 3 e
I BN AR SR AEAE o BN CREARTE) B8 T =M R WA RF IR BUR 2 B 47
SEYEAE I AT ~ B 5K - SR EhHRiEL ~ A b g N ROBURT R RE B
FHEEAT By > BEIRAN D N8 5 By B G s ik I n JEJF - (H 3B T
VEEN S » BIRLZRIEN LB ~ FUk 7 = DA B SCARE Q1 H
ANE  HRAT AR AR AU R I - T PRIARMREREG A
A CGEARE) WA WERERE o MRS s ) TE A AR BN Ry EE 1
HEZRTR > i s (8 i 7t S0 125 W V) R M) BT A 1 ) el A B PR A B 2
K (Cheung, 2001) o

AN > — TRTAE A A BB - o BRI IR BORF tAS ie 2  fe RB 7=
R TR o TR > PR B 0 R RGN — 2 & AR B R S AT
I o BFRAIEHH B B2 76 5 — M A BUN g A S e A B R A
ARAE > 75 TR RS2 T DAFE ASIR] S 2 [ 1 SR s L) I — e PR sk
0 o FE b FIMREWHTM B B ERER AT AR SRR > A
W ZE SR S (R AR v B B A e BT 2 TR Y LB B AR -

TE5 AT (B E B BRARIRE - FRAMTAY B AR (R a2 A ol [0 % ) BURF A &
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W EHE > (HIRRBESE 2 Z 0B S 5 - [= B IR - TS AR » LK
[— B g ] 2 B BURT S A s ARG > T 2 /DA Bl i PR 98 A 2
Frits il LA A R EVE A o UL > FERIR B 0 B > T BN S
AT A ER > i BEB IR A EX W WA (pre-
publication censorship) R o BB K RER[E] > 55 BUMIE 7 A HE ) BER
g o B PSS S - SRR A A S RN S E
B > ERAEAE N P B S B B P A S R AR A R TR ] R o

TR A S A P it S B K ) > BT T B IR E
FRPET A W ? o > BMIAE IR 2 AT > PR B CASH =
W T =R BOR > A SR & 1 sl Py s S - AN S
B R AIEE) > DL RASHES B R SR AE AN B (Lee & Chu, 1998) ° 78
RBORFT & 15 n] DAE i i o SR BB > 48 [ = R BOR W )
B SR RS > 1 L E A SRR T R B TLRR Y > IR [ R
AR AT LAK ERHERTE » 48— BE T —RBUR T " BIEUN A 82 8] (= & A s
HEIMIEE © Frbh » FET=ARIBORZ A8 > A EBURE Bl DU AL SR B 55
PEEEE S B RS > UIRBE TR REE 2 SRR ) o o
I3 ST T 5 ) ) = AR OR S A I (B A T o

TG HR B EUR RT R AN (R R T DA S B (AL > R K e
% MITE N H A R0 B F) 36 (Fung, 2007) o (B85 R R — 236 T H
W EEAE - (SRR B BRI E R PE o B il 4y B VR 2
MRS IE B T > Aaa e i E e RIE SR o BIEFE > R 7E 0%
R F- 2 N B N IRF 5 | L B S0 ) B AT S BRI o o g e i
B T 19 5 09146 2 (R 2 L) A 20004F 11 B 2635 45 vh B 5 sy BRI <7
VE 2 H B RR F AT BB o RO S 199 sy 1) 21 3w (B AT PR BRUAE ) 1) ST
By » Ot R L) 1Y 28 SR DR Dl B B2 TR o TATMORT ST IR B B R
Fiak o 55— BT B B A8 A A 20024F8 F fff FE A8 AmiEoR (P2 o o g
HAAFOR > 1 UEM 184 554 B FE A B R AT B Y B kil
MBS THHIREA AR RIHEEEMZEZMHE HKIA &
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o AN > FE20004F10 H » 76 [0 E A s R & A BE h S BUR A el B R B
SRR RIS > B IR B R R T B A A WS AN 5O Tl HE L A0
[EARBEAL] o 335 5 20034E7H1H » 84 &k B _E et T I B
¥ Sk B 2y B R A1 > B AR A B 4 A T — S S A
HERE R Ly -2

Frs E B A E 2 BN EGR R T » AR > TEPEE A AR
HEFERE > WS B0/ BH L 22 b B o [ BT By > 2500 3R ) 1 ER Y
J5 BJ 1 397 ) B B4R SF O B 32 (Lau & To, 2002) o AN > o BE B EERY
B R AT R R A R E T o B b SV I A B
e b LR 1 R A R -

5= REBUM AR [0 (strategic ambiguity) DAZES |
TAEEAEH HIRFEE (Cheung, 2003) © FTal & WK1 - w2 7E 38 24k
IRF AN S [ R T T 36 o A VS IR R i 2 A O AR SHAIUM IS R
W o 19944F » (B O T 1o BlAse f v B A ke R L [ 1 R M 2 T 1 B 12
A SRS AR > FIE 2 B A R R 2 SRR 1 S IR A B D
B2z > AR AR R » & PR BURT Hy 1 28 S0 A 2 TR
] IEWIESE o B 720064 5 25 AR BRI BULE B N
QIR IR R & TR SRS h — AR O R R FHRE - AR
PERIRBUR > TBIZMS | 5 [ TRRA T B 173 e 7 MR A A e 12 A v R it B il
TEFE > ¥R TAEE IS 2 — MW X — M FEBE - Britz sh > BB
[ ] BUORE S A R 2L [50R ] &8 - (B E BIMERE A
VoI [ ) AN Bl 1 i 43 1l -

TEAEEE R AT A RFERAU T - SAE LR > A
BRI DA Bl AR 4 o (HE AR ST WIS > e 2 SRmE B SR 2 U
P B AR — 2 o IR E SR ITMIRE > A RFEE EIE TS
FPHLEAT Sy mT B AR B 45 R ARG > TSR SRS BT A AR R TS A
TSI ZE ] (Lee, 1998) ©
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RS T BN RN B R A B S SOR R SO S DL B RRERE (Lee,

Chan, & So,2005) ° JjAJ2 » B3E TIN5 R MERLS T M A7 E0E HE )i
i o AL G MBI Z o0t - Wi EE > ERER2 %
8 I AR M A BTG 3 15 A R R R [ B o T 3 — S R A )
N FEBOAE o * (HBC H ORISR B 1 A T B
iR — 2607 M R RIS BUR R ) U i T o
Yo A D B o 3 S SERRE O SR (] IR RS B A R 2 L P s A o e A
FEM o

AL & E. 5 Gaye Tuchman (1978) [ Z8 LA 5T #EAOAE S > =420
T o] R 2 TSR MR X (strategic ritual) - B[R RE RS AR IR 1) 7 1
0 H F M TAE R R AEHE K BERE S > W R B O A 1)
—ERERI AL (Lee, 2000, p. 317) © fETuchman (1978) HIE/EH > FF
A SR MR R UL A — S P A P B AR A AN W U R B >
T [ S P S A T R 43 > B RO I AR R R 5 A S o
Tuchmangd £ %8 L5 B B A A F AL A SRR ) A 38 76 32 3 LR sl B B g v
PLEIRFHE o FEEI > A B LIRS IR n] i i e — R 5 0 Bk
JRRALS BT B R P BB SR > 81 G4 7 S s L 2 SRR I I 5 R R
MIERER - ZHREWEES R MRERE - 2 HEBUATEN
RER (B2 ~ AAAE BN ) sRATam A SL S0 - A R B LG
(BB oL AL PR T 55 -

FIFE LT B G2 BT (2338 ) A MM A DA A 1
IR » TRARH > FARE Il SR AR > — Lo a0 7 S P I A L L
BRI JRRDR SR M R AR A B R DR TE B
FBUE - A FET LU ) o B MEE T E L —
S E - THERIREG 261 UUSCPHBEE S — 10 M B A
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B EmIE S A 22 ] 2 18 (Glasser, 1992; Hallin, 1994; Tuchman,
1978) o fEAHs » HTH BB A E A Al LAHTELG R ) » Misi e KR
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HAEAH R E s n] DUB A 2 _E A0S TR > (B Al L2 7E L
THER P (Lee, 2002) - A0 & #i B A TR A2 1 & 522880 H
B o BT SZHERAEON > B L B IMEME T R Z AR BOUE (Lee,
2007a) o [A1IRF » BE3EHT M CAEH IRER Fyia L8 B BACERM: » ATRUR R
B oo MHT M LAEE 2 It gl i i B > — &g ERRAR THRE
i 5 AEAE > B Ak T DA BRI (b e ] 9 S5 RB AN [BL 1 > 3%
i B I Z B A Ak o TREDREE > B A e DAIE R TR R AZ K
KRBUE Ty B DU A S it ) K% B BUR Y F4 €4 (Lee, Chan, & So,
2003)

BEBSEE HMGER H#HO ) > —ERE RN EMERRT
REBUNFAZRF R ER AR - S AP E R RSB A TS o D REUh
[FF 5% ULt 77 35 ) (R A 6 5 A VS (AR R A R B R ) > ¢ B
PR T ESH Tz > IR A 7 5 o In— {7 7 — 4%
TP B2 T v ST B AR Y R P DA B S AR AR - (R S ) GRER B O 1Y
AEAE A A Y JBE R s > [R5 A R B UM 22 TR > At 22>
AN REFH—EZEE 7
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N A TR (e BB - 47.2% 585 A FREFAT [17AE » (HI AR
TorEE] > RA32%R TR A BREE O FRE » HTRAKAIN A
BIRFEEFAE - —RIBEFBREREWAFEETHFAEHR > A
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[ 5R » fE SO A S i AR FUR A2 BRI RERE B B 3K
FEHEAA - WERMAERARAEMAMENBEBEERER A REE
AR DLWE » nThE - B IR A AR S B B - SN ARl e i
20054E1Y & H AR RGE - [TRAMAREENE - & — 1 FH0E A i e ek
SRS > SRR B 3R A 0 45 AR R G B AR L) 2 R AT R
() E Rl 2 R 5 R A S Wi i i ) E 2 | (HKJA & Article 19,
2005, p. 21) °

G e sk B RFARZE S T —MFF : 2004FE7H1H > &
RSB > AR GIRE L RF /S5 0 ZOR R
BURF IR R FAC A AR o KB/ E A AE 5 B 1 DA 2 SRR > 2
R U TR AE A% /S S B 1 [ e A R S = > T TR B
A0 A Y B R R TR Y Y VA A B W R ] - SRR
BT H AR = g B AR e A R A AR > Fiih YR TN R A HE
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R (R YN FE A B AR AR ) & T st S i e - A B HUR D
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T 2 i T B 925 3 BB 15 3 A R S T 19 B 2 Y AU 22 R R T A
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HURAEHE » BIRH— KRR IR RIE > 5 g BB B 8 - 4
A R PR AR AN T5 B FF ST

S ANAAT - 7E19994FFN20004F 1) ek f% » A 1 M FE A 5 LA
VS (LR Hh B UG 2 T8 28 > TR TR 5 i TS M O AR 2 B B AN TS
TAHREBEAAYEES B HEREA - Al BERUGESFEAEREZA

41



42

(EHELELT)) > (%) % =H (2007

KFANRDL > IR B TR BB 0 I TAE & A BT b e m N & &1
BRI BT e - HA)EERL > AT BRI R E A O R B
FRMiRE & — > SE 250 A M5 K AR B o FE20064F (58T ) TAFE# 14
WF7E R - FRAMER BT TAEE LA 210703 3R A & DA CH RS 1387 B B
HRS R B8R B IREANE] » £5560.9%FK~ H AR AEA
R E AT BT 1255 > FRon HIRG I A SRR a AR
B P H AR I W R 87 1% » BESRTAA TRE/RS9 0% MM TAEE R I
BB AR E] AR HEAEENE  EHC AR
(G AR B RHEATE R TS T HH49.8%:8 £y BB ERZTE A 1
IRE bR S7 > AR S B R B DR TAEE & ®#73.1%
TR B ERZAE A TS PR L T o SRR B R AR A B
He A CWBURIRE 2N > MAEABME L » BBk EE A )
ESRe v R PN IV - U § AT NV Re R i
P ST B o

HE L > BB E A M N SR S M BUR (KR A
75 ) MAR A A > FEE I T > A T Y U BRI - Sl
AR AR HOE & W S5 R A5 SR > OS2 o B UG 3 & B ) R
SR R IO 25 2 o JE U TR 5 7 W T T A ) e S A B R v [ B
I P B A AN AT > S TR A (N A I PR P e S R BRI JBR T e
55 H O AT -

AR L E A RFENESE > —LLEH R e & LRy
SN TR BREFEA o HEEmA] > 558 KF s AR
HHBERFE S REMNE - ARFAMRREAFEZRENMNE > 2
PRy AR N 32 AL 3R i R AR S B O RR R — - WA R T TS
(AT R B R e I B AE B > T P > B R R i 1 v o B
B IR A BUSAHE - Han7Es8 A FIERELE & 8 R b ORFe b S iRl
W 536.8% 0 A IR A B > (HAERR S I R — Rt E - B
B19.9% 8155 H R FAFE - RIBER - 7007 A R A8 AR A P HaT
W TAEE S > HA227%R 5 A RFERE > MR AEAR
H AR R TAEE S > Q43490 S HRFAKE -

AR T EAE AR > W SR AN 40 e S v B ) R AR AE



KB - XA EmPALtEEREANEE BB E

s > B AT RV RE A A o H il N BRLGH ANRY28 i B B 1%
KRIENN > BESR TP A b ) (0 R B 4 4 M T EL e o 7 S 28 (S A4
USSR > A o (HUR A SR A s N B A BRI O B H AR
(Lee & Chan, 2005) - [ Eff& 19 RE WA BN » MG BBUT & ST
& H119964E 11924 5% T+ £ 20064F (945 5% o 3t [— B Wi il | 76 15 0 B R ]
WH423% 7 270.3% > 2 E &8 I H58.8% EF-5178.1% - °
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FE AR 2 [ o sUHEDIEREE > A A AR b B U R 3L ) > R ER%
HCAE R AL € 2 0 SCAb S a5 N R o
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