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Professionalism, Press Freedom and Market
Force: Stability and Change in the Hong Kong
Journalism Industry after the Handover

Clement Y. K. SO

Abstract

A comparison of three surveys of Hong Kong journalists from 1996 to 2006
finds that media professionalism remains intact in spite of significant socio-
political changes. However, the media’s performance has been in doubt as
reflected in credibility decline and rising self-censorship. Factors accounting for
this apparent disjunction between journalists’ professionalism and overall media
performance include the proliferation of journalism education, the entrenchment
of press freedom in Hong Kong’s political culture, the journalists’ need for a self-
defense and survival strategy, and the media market as a balancing force of
political pressure. It is the interplay of all these factors that matters.

Keywords: Hong Kong journalists, media professionalism, press freedom, self-
censorship, market force
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AT DAAGE ) b, T figp o e A R ) R A B AL o IR BT IR I 5 1A R
WAL R BIHMS » MRS R R E - BE LB A LA
ReE KRR IE il > (HNEiEE A T - BRI AR
RAE o i ARG L ey O T > S RIERAS A 437l 2
553~ 722 % 1,004\ o TEREZRTT1H » A5 FIl£62% ~ 62% % 55% °

HANEBIHETFE

BUAY ) A PR DA A EL B AR ? iR — R > Al i AR AL AR
B HERERERARNEZ o R - BEZ W EMEAE > S5 —
e o AT TR A B RS R 305 - B R A B LT
20064 M8 LKA H L ZE K > M H A 14% 0058 b AR & i e 122
7 o 5 s 1) ) S B 20 S B Ak > R E B B (Leung, Chu, &
Lee, 2006) © #i#—=F (53%) B4 TAEE A B M AR S2 LA > 7 f
TN (17%) WG AERAE B HRE o A w507 B LAE & 09 5l A
15 FE20064F 19 H 3 b 7 BOR R W E ST > FUSAERTICD T o MM
RFEOARR » FHRAEHTE - 176 H AR g U2 Tk
BT RAEE o AT EME > BUREI10FEML » BHETFEHWE LT
BURNE AT MR E S o (LA REI R -

T SE Al A7 e B B LA G - FE20064F 1 14 B IR RS HEEHAIG > B
A& S LA B B AL TE AR ) K o {HAE19964F > ip — {8 22 ik BH 1 s A
oy AR B BB RS BT TAEZ B E0E T - B - AfAE
seggfl ] B AT R BT B B AT RERE R B BRI AT
A A R A R o L[] i A ) A R B R R A TR
BUAMS B AR > HB R U AT - B 28 NS R ERE
e —REUAR R > T RAH A TIEBOA L R > SURRELE B
AR LAl R - s AR TEGA BN WA E « FEL > AR
BUE] ~ TBUABHHRENE ] ~ TECA A R | 5 i TAEE Y —
TR T > PTRERLAY [ B IR FE A ]t R 1Y — TR o PRI AE 2T 407 ) AR
FREZ BRI S5 A TE— > BERIHMIK - BEIIR - B
ZHEE AN TR S — R IR o
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A
1996 2001 2006
(N=553) (N=722) (N=1,004)
PERI () 55.1% 49.9% 49.6%
AR (P ED 30 30-34 30-34
HERE
it 7.3% 11.8% 14.5%
KE (A F}) 37.4% 54.5% 57.1%
B & (JEEAN) 43.0% 26.6% 21.0%
HpELEL AR 12.3% 7.1% 7 4%
FEELIRE B IR -
TG R % 49.3% 54.0% 53.4%
BAEHME B 12.6% 16.7% 172%
WHEE 38.1% 29.2% 29.4%
A3 (R %0 HK$16,500 HK$20,000-24,999 HK$15,000-19,999
R AR B 65H 74H 86
(7 80
AE El AR A R 24H 27H 30H
(7 80
00T e T ) A LA A mEeZ s 1B 42.7%) 1. HIC (51.4%)
(40.8%) 2 BIIRK (362%) 2. ¥ FpELIE AR
.M TAEE Z B 3. B EEEEHREG (37.5%)
AT (34.6%) (31.2%) 3. SRR (34.1%)
3. HIE (33.0%) 4. Bz TR e 4. ez Tk e
4. HHEBEHAGCE (28.6%) (26.3%)
(29.6%) 5. LAERE R AR 5. LA IRE [ kR
5. BN KK (27.9%) (28.1%) (25.1%)
A T AP L. LA (223%) — L. JE BT BRI R
2. J s P A R R B (25.5%)
B (21.4%) 2. LHH (15.0%)
3.3F 9.4%) 3. A (9.9%)
4. 88 (6.7%) 4. 2H 8.0%)
TARM R 353% — 39.4%
TAEAFH 43.4% — 42.6%
K8 B R AR CORTHED (52.9%) 1. GERHHD (704%) 1. GEE B (75.9%)

. (B (51.4%)
. GERHHD (51.4%)
CEHD 25.0%)
. CRRY% H ) (23.4%)

[ N S

2. (D (54.8%)
3. GRITHED (44.3%)
4. (583 B3 (30.7%)
5. UEH (19.9%)

2. (WY (50.3%)

3. GRIT H#R (38.0%)
4. B35 H D (31.6%)
5. CRE HED (22.2%)
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b A 4n SR LR R FI 4T > AR A EEA B (B3R D B L
TE > PIAnAIEBRMR » A N8 TRg R R E R R B - 7618 25 104F -
B AR A TR & AR B R > AR ERRSE - R0 U Y
WoiEWmEHCH T/ AEREFESA LN ARBENE - iR T
R KRR b > Fwsa i TAEE R AA LB £ > (AE P ERRR
H 25 3800 © 7620064 » H7 M LAEE HEBRRFE G914 (Rs2&10) - %
I RRE G 7.99 « DMERIE TS » 28 A s A R R A o B 1 a8 ) 2
B HBRFARERME T URAE TG > EEREAEK - Eils
T[] i 2 4% 5 LI T

PR U BT ) AR A0 B R O FRAR P > FE 1990 4R A i Y 44 437l e A
W~ CGRFHI ~ IR MUFH) - B2 GER H ) 7£ 199544
Fl o B35 H B0 ST M2 AT N EAL > A LR AR 2 O TR R R o AE
20064F HIILA AR H 0 B 1 > #2 F AR (0 ~ GR H#R ~ I H
WO FCEE BH) > TR+ 2 F AR U AR, 1 224

EXIENER

ERF BB E » 5 E 238 (media professionalism) 25 [ £
4% 0> B4 (Soloski, 1989; Tuchman, 1978) - filig & > %ﬁﬁ‘%%f%éﬂ
By o i CAEE R B L s M2 m B ISR > DURIR L AR
R > WAE TAE AP sy— 2 st R A (E(E - BRI ZE R A o b%
AW BB EEERE - F8 > P AF - RS B SORSE
2004) o EfER A A O 48 B & BN T SL SRS B AL T 4 (Lee, Chan, &
So, 2004; Reese, 1989; Tuchman, 1972) > A A5 580 H 2E 09 S 261
JEAS L4 (Dennis & Merrill, 2002) > {H %2 46 35 & 78 3 M) BT B LA 475
A T A B RS0 AR 3 AR N 1 5 27 e B3 o A
A i By A B 8 ) TR b > B2E T SRR E B AL AR 43 (Chan,
Lee, & Lee, 1996) - 3 509 & 2L/E H & 207 M TAEBAS & 3L
(legitimated) » RCE M CER A 6} B il e L4y > Sl P — o 2 E 1) T ek
AAEHGE (Tuchman, 1978) o 75— JHEZETFABR » 247 I HE 2240 1
1Y 1 5, (Weaver, Beam, Brownlee, & Voakes, 2007) - H % = ZE 1Bk fAE
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SRR B L A Ak e i [EE DURE] > 7B ORI [F] IRe X BE SR BURM Y 3
B> 3 AT BE B [ B (adversary) Y F £ o

W TR A B EAR EREEAILRRR > hEE A g ERER
Ko I AT G HEEIE > — R A E I 2 2 AR 17 2F (Pan &
Chan, 2003) ° HFR > Fv IS 48 [ LA AT) 52 38 ik 1) s B e ) o SR
LA G E A HIH TG > AT # (Chan & Lee, 1991) HEEER
s ] B B N 2R B DR #C (ournalistic paradigm) € 75 FE 2
WEL o fE N HRMEER > FUSH M LIEE w8 3R A U
H oo PRIFRMAR T i > 7210 BE 104 [H] > B A S 2E It
fa o

R BRI LARE B AR RN E L

R
1996 2001 2006

(N=553) (N=722) (N=1,004)
IRPE S B ol R g E R S 455 (1) 467 (1) 445 (1)
Uy K RSB A EHE 444 (2 455 (2) 440 (2
o AT S LS, DABEL L 0 75 O E 431 3) 436 (3) 417 (3)
SEF Y P [ R AR A3 A BRL gt 418 (4) 431 @) 413 @)
H B R T M BUM I BUOR 398 (6) 4.15 (6 406 (5)
B R T M BB 405 (5) 416 (5) 403 (6
EHY B 1 BOR R B 387 (8) 412 (7) 402 (7)
FERERL > S i kB Sk 373 9 393 (9 394 (8)
BN ETBUR B BT 3.69 (10) 3.89 (10) 384 (9
Ry T B I 396 (7) 399 (8) 3.82 (10)
BRI LR S AT 3.64 (12) 3.83 (11) 3.79 (11)
L I ETAL A R S AT 3.61 (13) 378 (12) 3.77 (12)
B B K 22 BT R R LR ) 3.68 (11) 3.72 (14) 3.76 (13)
BEERAL € 55 5 B 3.00 (18) 3.60 (17) 3.70 (14)
SR I BURAE H R 347 (15) 3.76 (13) 3.69 (15)
RN 3.49 (14) 3.63 (15) 3.61 (16)
JTIT R PR S0 A ] 3.35 (16) 3.63 (15) 359 (17)
Gl YA S 330 (17) 3.55 (18) 359 (17)
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FTHUR H19963120064F > A s M LAEE IR i 0 8T RE - 1=
IR AT B 4 SR m] B, > AP SR 5% — S AR i BLE MR » B R ARE
FHETRAE o Wi TAEH G > il B n S (R AR B P m] 52
HuHRE BT o BRI S o A TAEE R ER - (—) KRR AR
RS 5 (2 M A KRR AT EIUE. 5 (5) i T SERUE ARE
1B ARG 5 () S MR B REER L2 By B A RE o A SAKH » B L
VEEBISRAEENE + (—) 5IEA R 5 (2) A RIZ AR 4R
] 5 () S AL Erokcs 5 () BBUR R EORIE B RE - il T/EE B E
BB A ERHRE > AR BN JE AR 2 > LI ai T ) A9 i G 0K 4]
Tfg o 5 2 > BT TAEE G > A BRI A R R EER > 18
i (advocacy) 8 H B RE -

= AW A B — R T

G

1996 2001 2006

(N=553) (N=722) (N=1,004)
B ANE B T B AR & S G 135 (1) 146 (1) 146 (1)
AT I8 P 48 7 3 55 0 e S 178 () 185 () 179 @)
88 LU B 1 2 173 @) 1.80 (2) 190 (3)
Tl fth A\ AHE IR 1.82 (5 212 4 192 (4
FRAEEHT AT AL A 194 (6) 212 4 194 (5
| R A (B ) S T S 5 e 225 (9) 248 (9) 2.17 (6
ES R LY S 1.81 (4 212 4 224 (1)
DUR% 1% 0 204 (1) 237 (8 229 (8
T T 45 % 5 0T B AR AT AR 212 8) 225 (7) 233 (9)
AR PR AR By L ME A R R 1 243 (10) 272 (11) 2.62 (10)
ES O TIEAaCP- > S (E V=37 261 (12) 2.66 (10) 274 (11)
(CER =g i VNG Tl 1 MR (EVE XTI 254 (11) 276 (12) 2.82 (12)
R B U
AHAETY BRI S 3.09 (13) 329 (13) 295 (13)
B[R AT A 4R )y R 3.59 (14) 3.97 (14) 3.81 (14)
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R EHURF S M TARE S — SR A E R o MR AR
W FARARUE © () BB RIS ATR S 2 ARG 5 (7)) RESFFAT M
(o B S SO 5 (5 AR EIH R ¢ (1) R AL
BEPCERL 5 (F0) REEFF A AN o fE =R > 8 L8 TR PE
ARG JRBEA A O 5 FEORIR] I S S TR BN AR B AR o AT R
AT104FAE - 81T B S 3526 E S AE (OB A L ok s - B B v
TPEIT B FIESK o

BT — AL e BEEK TN RE B AR A BB I R
NG AEAT W B RFER AL RT o QIR R o 5B ) AR R I A BURT 2
FOARRE BN BORAAG L 2« [lfR 2 4% - Bl I 7kt & A ety iy
e A 2 BRAL T4 [ R - AR 2 3T o RPUBUR > B [
T AL EEEE AT EUGT S e - 57 A& A REER o M S
(R DR 5 2 TR ARy TR S — 26 B ol S P A A B E P BURT 1Y
EAG LR TR i) o A7 RR 2 (R A A A [V 52 ) 35 s B 2 B K
R R TARE A ER » RIS 2 A B0H M TARH BRAY 178

FDY AT A A A 6 R

R
1996 2001 2006
(N=553) (N=722) (N=1,004)

5y TR UL SRR o BT ORI R LR BUT 175 1.67 2.04
B TR RO — B A R R 222 1.72 2.08
BB SR I SERRF (4 PR TR % it IR 19 B - 2.35 252
BEIEL T P SRR A IR - JRER% B B SORT (19 PR - 226 248
RO S T [ R A A AN T AR - 339 339
T U (S U A HE S T8, T BUR A9 RS - 2.56 2.69
T s IR 0 P < IR KT - 3.11 327
RO R 1) Fh SRLIBURT S W v T R R A s B - 3.38 3.50
B USSP EUR > S5 A 75 0 % (R TE 5 A - 1.68 191
F L F e A T A AL SR RUR - 2.50 2.82

E o RPRIET RS MR  SOARREERE - 1RKREFAFE -
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D5 B BB > 5O AR T ST B S A A 0 o A A U (] B 2 RN
% > W TAEE B R A KR -

A 4N SR BB PT H200 1 F120064F BT > EARZ AR EIEE > B
] TAE# BT & A ) B IEA T Leilisg o MESR R & 7520064
AT 8 A B R % S BUN > AR RZ R - (HiE Sk 0 s ZUFE
FERRR SXAE20014EIRF o 75 R AVEA 12 > & AT Re R BT ) LA & W 4F
TR AN T > PSR B AR > A R R AR BB 2
= o

KA AR MER T HETE R 22 104E R T B K BOA AL & 508 » 4
B SE T RS SANTE o R FUSH M LIEE ¥ 28T > g RIXR
> A B CWAEMFENELE » (HA A EA SRR R B 2L 3E
B > RZ BN RIRBENSGEMEE - e S T2 RiE R ES
e B TAEH &6 B2 sk goa i e AR > BImT gt ) — [l o

BREEEARNED ME

] HH S i B UG TR 19844 B AT i G W - D IR 19974 A A s Y 12
TR P B DA AR > T P S ) B e N TR A Y B R A
1E o BILFEAT (self-censorship) SR TEHRE BT HIRF » B —LLg0RE ol (W
AC BN ~ R IR AR £ 36) A5 2 SRR B RS aE SR 1L g 2R
(Lee, 1998) o [ A n] DAFEAF £ = B2 AE (R g 11 HE B > (HRE S
TR SR R AR RO o 1 FRAE A I DU R R B —
TEAR AR » 0 RO T 50 e A 3 10 2 %) % o 0T R A I R A (B S
2003 5 Cheung, 2003) © & 7B RE$ 7 i A T R L2 - —fRTE I
T B RN DU T L -

TE19964F (58 [ AR s A rh > FoAM iz ita 4y 7 ok s B 5 3k
o A B TE R R AR TR RT A B UM R & 75 R B © 52.4%11)
BT AR B A TR > BN Hh B BUR R R AR 0 R BUBUR B
FHENNS > HAS 5% & FoRTEHEER S BUGT R G 218 o 7EHR
M R F A > FRAM AR B 0 R AR AT B IR A B M o R
R > 20064F (1) B TR A G DL IR T > A7 29% 100 M LAE & R e
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RIL UK TARE BB - BB A B 5 Y R4

Ay
1996 2001 2006
(N=553) (N=722) (N=1,004)

3 AR AL L 5T 6.14 5.86 5.85
L B LI ES LN A 5.96 635 581
WARM AE 1057 5.74 6.04 559
LRSS VIR S 6.58 7.08 6.36
FUHHA A RATHIEE]
Ao i HAREE 14.0% 29.2%
Ao AARAR B 61.2% 51.9%
HD - 21.7% 153%
TERRH 3.1% 35%
T A T AR -

HE ) 6.62 6.88 6.61

35 e 4 f ) 6.15 6.25 6.37

e AL I Y ) 5.28 5.69 559
EE W G R TR o F SR

b e 43.0% 31.6% 38.8%

PRAEHSL 55.3% 67.3% 58.0%

AR v g 1.7% 1.1% 32%

FE o BR TOIRLE R oA R M BT AL HERT AR 100 R B3R - 100 R > 1R IR
ik o

R ERRE > 1152% S EAATE A B R E - FTAERRA ST 2 &14%
M61% o Fi# 1 HABEIE IR > 7E20064E51% M 39% M vl By > &
VS LI 23 FIR AL R SR BURF A S WS BUN I B HETE B -

S (S A0 T 1 R IR JRE 7 > A R T A R R A e R s 2 [ A R
NG o AT A B LIRS S A B OB e > %
T~ PEAA AL GG - BT > B s RS A
AL e PR - & B2 - I0FRIAETRE - BUATRIFE T 1H
S B R B R B DL I ) S 8 > BB & IR AWM AR SY)
S £ A v AR 25 B8 o o )R I 0SS R A AL I ) > LU M R AN P IR
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(735 B8 — L8 o (HTEREAE I A > (ELIERRIR] o B Y ST 35 iy
HASE > H6.15703 6250 KT N6.374) o WA P 2 B4
J& > 58% 1) H LA R B E O R (R b 57 o (A AT 39% 1 AR
FERBUEW LS > R T BT 511 (3%) WABHE Z o Q] 30 fig s Loy
T BR T HE T RE A LR (HEE > 2003) BEERSN > 55—
RN RER o BT A AR AR BIAA T o ASCRARMHE > UK
TEAS AT S BUECAE UL - AT DABK 1E B BE AR ) P B > A B
I HREFE -

G HEEENEERBEE RSB EN ARG
(credibility) #43 o M5 SRR A AT EBA]F ~ A B - HoEE
T~ & A EEAE G BT BRSO > 1994) o BB AE I
A > 13 B M A7 28 3 A R ) AN T B 3 IR - BE S B AR B ZE T 360
KErANE o AR AR > F1996%20014F » R85 M A5 11 H5.964>
FFE6.3545) > HEI20064F HEEIVEE5.815  HAH TE FEEE R m > K
Mt B B A 285 o B B IR BIAE R > 2 LI Mt g
HuA o FT10MFAY BT m] 5, > B AR B AL g H 45 FR% > B
AR 2 B B T STE A G o 1E19964F » #H TAEE (6.144) HyAL it
PR L (6.3747) {H =i 4% (5.884)) £u72001$n2006$ W AR
H (5.86/5.85%7) HyALE AL T READ > K 1 (6.30/6.324)) FNEEE
(5.94/6.0643) °

HHOER N IS DA R R A > — 43 B A W 5
Ao ANEPR AR (sensational) FIHGE 5 o i T/EH B KRR » 4
BER TR KPR, - RRRIE — S A0 T R FARE > A0 LAEE
SR (FLERI) o & R I R — S (3 ) I3 N7 4592 W 1) PP S BURF 5
fE o — MM > B0 MM & B~ MEREAN R T Oy A i B
W ST EEB T R ARS8 ElgEARENAET -
755 1 4 15 08 F IR M BUA L B M EURE > g T — S0 R A5
77 o %E W AR R R A E A T Ay ol — e DR ST S RS S AR > 115
R E S5 - KL (B ) W RAR SR DR A AR stpiaR
B G TR (RRE@HE - PR SC > 2006)
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EXRFRNEERBNONF

bl B o) 2 R R ZU A - — T TR AR N R T R ] AR
HBA HIET NG > 7507 A A B8 R B AE > FRAI S
PRI 1 B IR A BT AE T R o FRAM I G o] B f 23 T 2R THAR
AR B R A 2 THI R R 2 72 ] B 104 AT > A iRl R R8T Tk 1
IVEH ©

55— R 2 e A U G 2 TR B T 3 5 T (RS > 2003) - BT
EEHERE R BOE B > 2 I B B AT B o F1990
AR - BTMA R B R GER B ~ R ~ Efii B -
CERfGE H O ~ CAMT30) ~ AHRENL - BIRES - FHETRIH - NOWH « )
Z 0 RS ET  5k T4 R > SEARFEAE (TVB) A EE PN B UM a4/ NEF
B o SR > BRI S AN A MR R > S EEEAE H 45
PRI > SO G2 52 I I OB SR AT - 1R HR AR AU FARE AN R ol
H W > 2006 5 PAEE > 2003) © &5RELSARAHER » BHEENE
O TR > T AR A At e i A7 5 2 o

SR R R B R R e M A R S T (SR
2003) o FEAAF104F > T A EIE G Azl - (BB R0 ~ ek
W~ EERH) ~ EHHD ~ G ~ GFH RE B o B sk E
W IRZERE P BIKREA G o PR BUNE & B s ERERHIEA & - i
IRAA BT EEBNERRY - (B 2R 2 J5 m# b ] B
KIGZ o Hp IR I A A& ARS8 5 25 FNIBUA B > 5l 8 R 40 7 5 1 (R 06T
ZH > A TMAERE T EF g Ay [ E ] o B FEEUR R BAE B A
PRCAVERS > MR T B RFAMET)

RN T TR S g | SR E R ) > 1 BRI AN A 2 3 R TR
A WAE B AR A ME A M TR AL gy o (HiE L
AT P15 D L P IR s 0 R (B P — T o %1 5y — 1 B PR T > FRAMY
KT A 2oy An] o 1) 0 0 A 0 08 e A R4 > BRI A HE
S

W 2 R B et - BB L b B R
18304F At » e 85 I E il & (market democracy) 1E 7E Wi B2 (Schiller,
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1980; Schudson, 1978) ° Z RijE4T [ E 15 % JK B (media partisanship) >
IEZ M oK B LS B, o [ LT (penny press) B H B » LR
TERARRE T BUE R SACERA T IREE S - RZ At
FELAT G B ARBR A HT M2 > $8 TSI AR AR ~ GG FI MR HRIE > 407
13RSI - IRVA T FUECE S (22 3K - 2000 5 FREMHE - 2003) o {H
TS 1) T A LR > I BB S | R E 2 2 ARE > T
TAF & w2 o) ME 32 R 75 > AN BE AN AL & B 5 (McManus, 1994;
Underwood, 1993)

RIS - SR G R T B M o T [ B A Y P A T S U R U
T3 BBRERS37 HABEAE DA o S A > R B3 e T AR = -
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