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State, Market, and Society: Examining
Communication and Power in China from
a Critical Perspective

Yuezhi ZHAO

Abstract

Centering on the issue of power, a core research problematic, this article

critically assesses the dual intellectual legacies of American empirical research

and traditional Marxism in Chinese communication research and aims to develop

an integrative theoretical framework in this field in a global context. Specifically,

the article calls forth the following breakthroughs toward the development of this

framework. First, avoid media centrism and communication essentialism by

grasping the mutually embedded nature of state, market and society in the

constitution of communication institutions and processes; Second, transcend

simplistic dichotomies such as those between the “state” and the “market” and the

“state” and “society” by analyzing the concrete articulations of power

relationships among different social forces in Chinese communication; Third,

overcome the rationalistic and cognitivist biases in much of the debate on the

“public sphere” by drawing insights from both the political economy and cultural

studies perspectives in Western critical communication research; and finally,

reject any humanistic knee-jerk reaction against “tyrannical” states and

“exploitative” capitalists by examining the specific patterns of communicative

inclusion and exclusion enabled by the intersecting logics of the state and the

market and by foregrounding the lived experiences and communicative needs of

historically-located human subjects in an increasingly stratified Chinese society.
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