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State, Market, and Society: Examining
Communication and Power in China from
a Critical Perspective

Yuezhi ZHAO

Abstract

Centering on the issue of power, a core research problematic, this article
critically assesses the dual intellectual legacies of American empirical research
and traditional Marxism in Chinese communication research and aims to develop
an integrative theoretical framework in this field in a global context. Specifically,
the article calls forth the following breakthroughs toward the development of this
framework. First, avoid media centrism and communication essentialism by
grasping the mutually embedded nature of state, market and society in the
constitution of communication institutions and processes; Second, transcend
simplistic dichotomies such as those between the “state” and the “market” and the
“state” and “society” by analyzing the concrete articulations of power
relationships among different social forces in Chinese communication; Third,
overcome the rationalistic and cognitivist biases in much of the debate on the
“public sphere” by drawing insights from both the political economy and cultural
studies perspectives in Western critical communication research; and finally,
reject any humanistic knee-jerk reaction against “tyrannical” states and
“exploitative” capitalists by examining the specific patterns of communicative
inclusion and exclusion enabled by the intersecting logics of the state and the
market and by foregrounding the lived experiences and communicative needs of
historically-located human subjects in an increasingly stratified Chinese society.
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BRI » & 5 T AAMAE R —RE22 spofn ] — R E B3 A 2 ar
B BOA T MR R AR IR T 2E BB 2 T - AN 19200448 H 30
H CHp 2 T R [  De ME SE BB R > ARt b RIS SRR 8 188 AR
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[T 3 i 58 | RERAL A TR X AE20 1 4080 A 904 AL HE L H A o B B iy &=
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- P Ly 2 ) AR R TR B R S ) A T ERE > TR Bl — ) )
SRR R B EGA RS > HR - USRI AL PERE A ) B E AT
HRAT 7 21 R B P AR 1R 28 Bk (R ARSE > 2005) » HE L IERMESR



Bl > WAL g - 2B E Ao fb A A K AR b BUAR BLAE  69 B R

P g v 040 BB 1) B R R g A B A AL RS A TE T A 1
FEHUR > A HERERE20034F 1Y [ 5 5 140 ) F20044F 19 [ &5 1) (Kahn,
2004) o

EFEZ A > S R AR AL 2 > B IR RFEAL SR
JIHY R DA K BEL B H At vT BE Y BT R AR A L B T I RE A9 4 FAS FTIR
Al o HR Bl A Er bl FHE B 2 BIOER S B EEMERY ~ /NBUEE - s 7 PR AR
SEHY o BAMBZ RAE Y sk T RE AN AL AR A AR o R A AR AL R
B TET S ASTR] A TR B - i DA A DA 238 4% B AP0 A 1E 2R B R Y 4R
FEMTTEANES ) B P 8 ~ Hulm ~ MR ~ S22 RIRFIZLE T2 45 st
JE kL B & 7 (Perry & Selden, 2003) o AAJ&ER » B A HTFPELE
¥ ) A A3 ORI AS b 8 190 02 B 1 90 358 4 R DA L 2 [ e L iy S ) | e
B TEE T o A3 DL KRS SRR R SERE 2 K] AR () S S R A e s i B
1A AR AR AL 8 1) T e R R S RS A -

M2 > N R AT AN AR B HEZRAC /AT A BR AL A HHE 57 A o
o I ) R4 BELE ) R AR 7 259 B U R T I

S MR O A IR AR AL > BRI IR K - i - AL
7 AmRE > QICEN - PR BET ~ RGP RS E E S R
RIESACAEAAL o 2R3 v B g v B AN T 500 B o o JRE ot
FEARZ] ~ 2T ANGE R0 A 19 PR > 75 AR R R 22 25 0 M B2 1 [ e
B Tr ik Rk EFRA AP o JUHAE AR > EUP R A
TE BB B SL A AL & £ 5 P 8B iR AY 85 KA I ) HE ) A Y B
ARSI AS 2 — {1 i B 1% 1 R 2 A0 9T S 3 ) S 2 B R < T 1
B % — 07 A AL g E R R E - — TR R R EA TR
M AR — IR AT 9 0 P ) 5 M ) R AT A SR DA T 855 25 2 1) ) A g 8%
2 o

B MR R B R EFRAE A B ERE SO BN
TICHETR o JELel TOTERIE RS 1P B AN TG L ] B RN A A
BRI~ SRR R AL PR 2 [ 0 AR AN SRR AR - R

41



42

EFELeL2T) > & =M (2007

B > A B BLAL @ i o T B (A e T ISR R N
B FERE ~ BEAOE At g b s > DU ORI IIEAE A S B K
S FE AL Sl 28 A B4 T e — S E - MR T Rt gl fn A
ILPE M B A B S B E 51 ) A B B EE R R A
B FEGE AR R R 2R A R P BB A e R A5 DL R B K
Pkt R ERIE B E - TEREREILIE B EAR R - fEiEkk
— 1% e W v ANl 1 EL R N R R AR TG AR R A A e B AR
— LA TAF R REEIEIE [ L REHE | 2 FRE b G 0 PR Y B 2 9H
B MEEE > — A B ERERIY IR TH - EARER
1 [ 7 B A A L4 Sl A RS E R B R RAT B v RE » [EBLE
(R JRE > G SR [ 7 P A 2 L SR 7 P R o8 ) A4S gl 0 5 3 R B2 I bt
A& 8 b TH Y EOIA JRORE SO 2R B R Y R R KB Y A AR Y 5
(Fraser, 1992) > ARJE » &4 B4t & )1 &1 T A BARR DL E R > HE
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E5(1998) o (et ] MAMAIRES « BIR0E () - CRREPRE : GE=&IR
A ED LA (B67-77) - dbat « K89 H it Mt -

EH# (20000 o CFEKFAALTIFR AR B R B o CGEELaREET) - 5439
> E153-190 o

A (2003) o B B THTAUR] RHGY ) o dbat - b EIR g RRE R
i o

REEE (1998) - (1998 © Al LRI FRD - LAHW - 200743 A5H - BUH KIE
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