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The Myth of Knowledge and Its Cultural
Legitimacy: The Case of “Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire”

XIAO Xiaosui

Abstract

In 2001, the popular quiz show “Who wants to be a millionaire” set off a
sustained craze in Hong Kong, as it had done in many other places of the world.
Instead of marveling at the working of one million incentive, we should see the
show as a success in creating a new myth of knowledge. This article aims to
examine the effectiveness and the cultural legitimacy of this mythical
construction. The examination cannot only help to decode a profound message of
this kind of TV programme (i.e., the myth of knowledge), but also contribute to
understanding the significant but ignored issue concerning the cultural legitimacy
of media construction. This case study provides insight about the intricate
relationship between media construction and cultural tradition.

Keywords: The myth of knowledge, myth construction, cultural legitimacy, quiz
show, “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire”
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