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Representing the Underprivileged: News media
under Marketization and the Peasant-Migrant
Labour Issue in Urban China

LI Yanhong

Abstract

This study examines the relationship between news media under

marketization and one emerging underprivileged group, the peasant-migrant

labour group, in contemporary urban China. By analyzing four dailies’ coverage

of the issue of detention and extradition of peasant-migrant workers in

Guangzhou, it aims to enhance our understanding of the relationship between

news media and underprivileged groups in transitional societies. The results of

this study indicate that news media in contemporary China differ in their

representation of different social groups’ interests: the more market-oriented

newspapers are more active than the state-controlled news media in representing

the peasant-migrant workers as revealed in its journalism practices and critical

discourses. Market force is identified as essential in facilitating this new role of

the market-oriented news media. However, the more market-oriented newspapers

still fall short of representing the voice of the underprivileged. This paper also

discusses the limitations of this study as a case observation, while putting forward

some research plans that should be carried out in the future.

Keywords: media in mainland China, public representation of underprivileged

group, media marketization, peasant-migrant labour

The Chinese Journal of Communication and Society, 2(2007)
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