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Generic Intertextuality in Advertising Discourses
and Social Changes in Mainland China — The
Case of Advertisements in People’s Daily in 1980
and 2000

FENG Jieyun
WU Dong-ying Doreen

Abstract

Explorations on social-cultural changes in mainland China over the past two
decades have primarily been confined to macro-sociological studies. The present
study attempts to go beyond the previous studies by taking a micro-discoursal
perspective. Adopting the theory of generic intertextuality in Critical Discourse
Analysis, the study compares and contrasts the discursive construction of 268
newspaper advertisements in People’s Daily in 1980 and 2000. The study has
revealed that 1) Although ads in both 1980 and 2000 belonged to the commercial
public discourse, those in 1980 were inclined towards political discourse while
those in 2000 tended to denote private discourse; 2) While the ads in 1980 were
characterized largely by the informative style, the majority of the ads in 2000
manifested a hybridization of both the informative and the involving styles. A
discussion of the changing advertising discourses in relation to the macro-social
structures and the underlying ideologies in the past two decades of China is
presented. It is hoped that the present study could contribute to the theoretical and
methodological development of social-cultural studies as well as to the effort of
quantifying intertextual analysis.

Keywords: generic intertextuality, informative style, involving style, political
discourse, private discourse, commercial public discourse
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