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Constructing and Expanding Taiwan’s Public
Television, 1990 to 2006: Roles of Academic
Intellectuals, Social Campaign and Political
Authority

FENG Chien-san

Abstract

As the mainstream media has downgraded into a state of refeudalized public
sphere, more public media will have to be created in order to alleviate such
undesirable tendencies. This paper gives an overview of media reforming
activities experienced by Anglo-Saxon campaigners, including many political-
economic communication academics. However, the focus of the article is to
critically examine how Taiwanese people, communication scholars for the most
part, have been re-acting initially to the government’s call for setting up a public
television channel (PTV) since 1990, and how such a long-term effort has
renovated itself into a more pro-active role over the years. They have exploited a
new situation arising since 2000, when the Nationalist Party that had ruled
Taiwan since 1949 was defeated in the Presidential Election by the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP). Although expanding PTV was what the DPP included in
its Election Manifesto, it is only partially fulfilled under DPP’s administration in
early 2006, with the remaining task still daunting. This article ends with a critical
reflection on the respective roles of the state and the academics.

Keywords: public television, academic intellectual, political authority, social
campaign
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