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Locatedness: An Ethnographic Perspective on TV
Viewing — A Reinterpretation of the Fieldwork
at Dulong Xiang

GUO lJianbin

Abstract

Based on the fieldwork at Dulong Xiang and a critical review of the
theoretical literatures on audience analysis, this paper develops the concept
of locatedness as an interpretive tool to examine the concretely situated TV
viewing activities in this remote ethnic minority area. The explication of
locatedness as a theoretical concept addresses two dimensions: the locatedness
of and in the state (guo) and home (jia), and discusses the reciprocal relations
between them. Utilizing this concept, the paper offers a thick description of
television contacts and local everyday life in Dulong Xiang case, showing
the penetration of the political power of the state and its interactions with
local conditions. Through this case, the paper also discusses the theoretical
significance of the concept locatedness and the interpretation of the social and

cultural significance of TV viewing in everyday life as a research approach.

Keywords: DulLong Xiang Television, Ethnography, TV watching activity,
locatedness
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