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Translocality and ‘“Non-Locality’’: Globalization
and Chinese Blockbusters

Shaoyi SUN

Abstract

Reviewing theories of globalization proposed by Anthony Giddens, John
Tomlinson, and Arjun Appadurai, this article argues that, similar to the rise of
Korean cinema and the global fascination with Japanese anime, the logic
behind the cross-border production, distribution, and consumption of the so-
called “Chinese blockbuster” follows what the author calls “the production of
non-locality”. The term “non-locality” refers to those spatial signs that are not
closely bound by specific culture and locality or have exhausted their original
meanings bound by locality and culture. It also points to those “universal”
themes or concerns that could possibly travel beyond national boundary. “Non-
locality” does not mean something that is non-existent, intangible or invisible.
Rather, it refers to a locality that could be described as nameless, de-localized,
and universalized. The characteristic of this “de-localized” locality lies in its
“transportability”. To a certain degree, it still keeps its slippery and
metaphorical relation with its origin, but more importantly, it is able to be
“transported” to another culture and ready to be consumed.

Keywords: globalization, Chinese blockbusters, non-locality
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