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From Text Conversion to Cultural Translation:
An Analysis of the Cause and Effect of Narration
Strategy in Chinese Commercial Films

QI Lin

Abstract

Transnational communication of Chinese commercial films can give us
clues to understand the process of “Text Conversion and Cultural Translation”.
“Text Conversion” is the process by which playwrights or directors transform
fictions and historical stories into film scripts while “Cultural Translation”
refers to the process in which film creators, considering audiences living in
different cultural backgrounds, transform the original values of the cultural
texts into a new form recognizable by the audiences. Through the analysis of
films like Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and Hero, we can see that the
effectiveness of transnational communication of Chinese films is determined by
the accuracy of the “Cultural Translation” while the quality of “Cultural
Translation” is determined by the awareness of cultural identity of the film
creator himself. Effectiveness is also influenced by contemporary political and
economical conditions.

Keywords: Text Conversion, Cultural Translation, Values, Globalization
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