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Paradigm Defining Events and the Logic of
Routinization: The Case of Hong Kong
Newspapers’ Coverage of YouTube Video Clips

Francis L. F. LEE

Abstract

In a relatively open society with a mature media system, the formation and
evolution of new media events are heavily influenced by reactions from and
intervention by mainstream media. With this premise, this article examines the
relationship and interaction between the new media and mainstream media in
Hong Kong. This article argues that the impact and challenges of new media
on conventional media are often manifested during and through the occurrence
of paradigm-defining events, whereas the mainstream media would tend to
respond to challenges through paradigm repair and establishment of new
routines. Successful paradigm repair allows the mainstream media to absorb, at
least temporarily, the impact brought about by new media. Similar new media
events thus would not happen frequently, or their scale and prominence would
be reduced to a minimum. Empirically, this article reviews Hong Kong
newspapers’ coverage of various events generated by YouTube video clips
from 2006 to 2009. The analysis illustrates the major conceptual arguments
explicated in the article. It also illustrates various characteristics of the new
media events generated through the interaction between new and conventional
media, such as the formation of media loops and the significance of responses
from social organizations.

Keywords: YouTube, paradigm-defining events, routinization, media loops
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