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Framing Analysis of the Media Coverage of the
Wang Shi Donation Controversy

WAN Xiao Guang

Abstract:

Using framing analysis, this article analyzes the coverage of the Wang Shi
donations issue, finding three media frames: Public Relation Crisis, Personal
Scandal and Corporation Charity and Social Responsibility.

The Wang Shi donations issue is thought to be a special type of collective
action in this paper, with netizens as main protestors, protesting issues related
with both sides who occupy sharply different social power and positions, basic
social justice as protesting object, dependence on media (especially internet),
and symbolic protesting. This collective action is called Internet Protest of
Public Issues. The study finds three characteristics of mass media representing
Internet Protesting Public Issues: objective journalism as risk aversion, a sense
of populism, and discourse of procedural justice.

Keywords: Wang Shi donation controversy, framing analysis, internet
protesting public Issues
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