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Abstract

The salience of press performance as a communication concept has gained
ascendancy in recent years because of its increasing centrality in shaping socio-
political reality. In Hong Kong, a major source of public concern comes from
the conflict between press claims of service to public interest and readers’
perception of the contrary. This research measures local press performance in
terms of practice and functions by employing six bipolar dimensional scales: 1)
informing-entertaining; 2) factual-interpretive; 3) local-cosmopolitan; 4)
focused-diversified; 5) watchdog-boosterism; and 6) advocacy-professionalism.
A large-scale content analysis of all 14 newspapers currently in circulation in
Hong Kong was conducted and 27,797 news stories were content analyzed.
Findings show that: 1) local newspapers differ in topics covered, approaches
and styles in reporting; 2) presence of subjective wordings in news headlines is
common in all newspapers; and 3) the general belief that news helps to inform
the public and monitor power is not clearly evident in the analysis. The
research findings reveal some major characteristics of news coverage in Hong
Kong after the handover.

Keywords: community newspaper, news media, media performance, content
analysis
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