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Visuality, Creativity and University:
interviewing Professor Bing CHU
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Abstract

Bing Chu, a professor of creativity and a veteran producer, talks about his
engagements with the television industry, independent production, and univer-
sity arts education in Taiwan. His career history echoes Taiwan’s history of
cultural representations. His experiences in university-level education
concerning creativity and audio-visual productions shed light on the “visual
turn” in public culture in Taiwan and elsewhere.

Stressing the importance of an expressive selfhood, Prof. Chu shares with
us his vision of empowering teenagers by exploring subjectivity from within
and resisting the functionality imposed upon us from outside. Prof. Chu
suggests that the visual turns have to do with the visual generation placing
more trust on visuality over verbal accounts in Taiwan where the two opposing
political parties are manipulating social discourses. Prof. Chu has been encour-
aging students to re-experience their lives by visualizing their memories. When
individuals can speak their hearts and minds freely, a more humanistic society
will follow, says Prof. Chu.
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