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Abstract

Patient/physician relations in Taiwan are greatly influenced by
traditional Chinese, contemporary western, and colonial medical systems, as
well as by sociocultural perceptions of health and illness. This study
analyzed letters of complaint and encouragement and the medical
experiences of hospital visitors, patients, and primary care givers to
understand (1) how patients express their uncertainties when encountered
with physicians, and (2) what actions or procedures can substantially reduce
the uncertainties of patients and their families. One thousand nine hundred
and forty-one letters and 14 in-depth interviews are analyzed. Finally, the
importance of medical literacy is discussed under the framework of
Taiwanese physician/patient relations. Through these letters and interviews,
Taiwanese patients expressed their uncertainties by asking questions of their
physicians, requesting various health checks, and complaining about their
health problems to medical staff in a repetitive manner. Patients expect their
physicians to notice or reduce their uncertainties by answering questions,
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sharing medical plans or medical knowledge, and intervening positively and
energetically with medical action.

Keywords: physician/patient relations, uncertainty reduction, Taiwanese
society
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TR AR B R T DR R R SR o B nT Y R R R 2
PE T B AS 3 5 BAR - O &8 02 — R AN AR 1 B &L (Duberstein,
Meldrum, Fiscella, Shields & Epstein, 2006 ; Zhao, 1999 ; i 4§ 2 ~ i 4
2 9REE > 1998 5 LA - AR > 2001, 2006) o 7E fE Ak HLRE )
AEEXBE 2T > B AR - BER - 7TBUE A B B
A BRAR B R Y B8 - RV KR RS R A Sl P A A R B R TR
& > DLRSCAL BB ~ fat B LA oK B 7 AUBUE RE I 28 - BRI > B
s B B Rl o B mT A S B e RURE O > b 57 AN A T AT AR 0 A
o Y R > A0 R R A SCA B IR 46 R 7T BG-GB
T P BB AE Uik Ak i B 2 (84 7 0 2002 ; Ishikawa &
Yamazaki, 2005) o

B > BRI [ A BER B AR (AT S B
7)) > ZEE G BB - H AR R TG AR R R R
(FE 7K 3C > 2005, 2006) > A [fd 5| BT | A & (1) 52 40 (Stibbe,
1996) » &R BG4 10 A9 €6 ~ IR AR (R REBE > 2003) > SR B LR
(8 PR BLAT By > TR T 4 B & & S ) 2 [ B B MR o A
T B 1 B RA 1 ol B A B > S B L AR R O B o AR R S A
At B O 3K > SRR A B [ R T B AR ) O ) BEL R o

aELENERERF

5 1 4 119 B R I - SOAR S B v I R A R B LA PG U7 A W) e B
TR A AR S TR SO A R B B R SRR AT A o e BB
WRBAR > BEAEAL G UL P AL G A AL A o BR TR B
[ | Z AR BRGRSL > 2 B R AR SR B AT s o (A v B B B o
(5 K - A b N B BT A SR BB - B R RIS AT o MR
- (2010) 34174 W5 47 ] S 008 i 45 BEL B BRLRR O %5 % - Wi e AU O B8
F o AEEYREEREATRERERR > B4 GED) &S LHEN R
SR LR o IR IR /3 5 IRy 18 o B 5K 2 [ A R 22 HE 94 H
N SRR SR RO > 1 A E ZE T B R 1 P R,
Y AT RESRAT AR Jr 1) > 7R 5 SRS AR A A B B T A A
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LR 2 MM BRR L L E -

G ER  WRE R KB A EEH S B2 IR R R » I B # B
F LGS B A G R R PRERE - AR E WS RT » RIREN &
TR A IR 245 > 122555 5B SO N K8 I A& B fli st i - B R
Brig > FIREMUR R B T — 2 B A w5l o W 5k g BEAE MRz
BAENZIE TR - HABEREAS— » IR LZEE R 15 B
B > A (AR ST ) A B AR o UL > 3 5 O 2E R iR
REF B2 A BLEL » W 2 B TR R A w0 > (B35 £ B% (2006)
Ry PR R AEMIREAE RN RS TR RS TRIER] > MEES
A2 BRI > SRR RO R B EEE -

7 5 5 AL 14y A 1) B L (biomedical ) HEE (] o PR 5 B B AT AR HH Y
REAR > [R5 TR 25 B 22 PR A AE 2 9 R > DA S 0 9 R IR 1) ' S
£ > DU B e R v BE R B B 42 N R AR B R T (TR
T > 2003) o B R B R B AR A0 MO BLEE AR EL R R R ERAZ
LR AT AR AR o 2 RO BRI IR R A R > S
AR N B AR DSBS T I A R AR BRI BELLE > E RR RN
o I - R (1999) FE AR T B4 7 55 19 B BRAR R4 o > B
BRI RRFRT > BAERRNEDR] REDRAL - A 58K
B 7 5 H AREA R 2 > F HATEREY - 0B EEEL
R R RN LA S B (A5 R AT AE AL b 52 9 B SR (Liu,
2004) - {H 72 e 37 5 A Y B o B 52t I T B 2 MY B R AP AE
B > (R FRAE A RE B (FE R 5 1999) o

A i i 3 PN R RE AR AR B TR > S R I AR (B
SEHERE S J1) > EREE AR B A DA A B R AR O B
1 o DURERENS B A (B2 - 2004) - FFEAREE A 00 > [ R EMH
BEIEH > R - BHEOATIRMNESZ » BATRTEMN] - B
N B o o 0 B BB 2 [ R B R R B B S R A TERE
FRHEERER IR AR T A > B AR anf] g3 | (E86) - #5 Kk H
(2004) 7E43 4o 8 10 B B AS BRI R 48« [ 35 B2 R IBUAR B B S0 A 0 tHE 3L
FBURZ > B RBEEEE > U720 4k 52 5E 5 s M 76
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T KO — U B B T B B0 Mk b e A0 > A
R Y JERAZ > SR/ MM B TR T ) (0 87) o HULREM A
BB IR > (E [ B AR S A AR HE > Sl OB AP T —
EGMBREE -] (H77) > ALEEBIG R - B E 5l %R
F A B RO AR EI M2 B AL A B A BB R R B R S
fRAL o R > DUEY) R BV m R (R R > SRR AT A R R 2
FE 0 22 W SR SR B BRURRSZ > B I R RS i - 1R
BA I I RE & R E > 2006) - 20 85 1 FBURZ (&M
BORR) > RMTEEE KRG ELEE A C RN > RRH
11T T HEAR M o BRME Ut ~ R JesR B SR (2008) BB Ay o R IR
s W RSS2 BT BB > SRR 2 RS RO RE T BRAR
B A AR A5 8RR AT M ke P R T R R A B R B R
FHIEAE - IR IR R BB K

HREE HATE R FHUE B H L F RAL g R o BA RS S AL 6 i
i > & A B A SR AR A A5 7E 5 (EL LR AR T f S
FR 1) B AR BELRE ) AN 345 B 7300 REUAE 23 T8 110 8 e o O S D 4R B
S B PR i SRR B AR o — BB E > BUARIEL
BRA > BRI A O A S T B R (BT T8 > 2009) < i b

AR RN > B VA BL A2 BRI A i R R BTG > ST v BELAR v e bt o
A RRDLIB S 5 — RIS LAY AR R R R (S ) B A
] B3 7 BLURME AT » 5R3Z 22 (1998) ikl » & 185 1 i 2R 30 A 6 Fifi i) B 2
T PR R R FE RO > DA AT B B > U B R
BEAR 2 [ 3 7 B R o & 38 114 B A R R 1 IELAE 2 A5 =X A
> ol [ A S S 2 A A B AR A AR A TS 0 A B BT A
FHRE > g N AL H B B A SRR A i e ) (1998: 227) > (45
BEMRAFAE S B0k ~ AR > UKBERF & RIMGoR LM BB 174 -
B4 & ¥ A L T AL AR | BSR4 Ff R[] i 16 e PR TS » 8
TRz RS R R B E R R R ERIER
HAIA & BRANFE M ESE o HAEEE (2006) 585 > WEM R | BRE
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WAL > FA R BE R IE S > 8 38 A1 M s 5 o 3B T L A% B8 XY
Ak B2 IR 07 3 ACHI BT R AR R RIS B o AR A AR - R
FRAFBRPUE (B BRRTT) BN EE - KBS H - REA
B SRR > AURTEBIA BRI 2T o TIRGE - 9l -~ g - =2
fiEf | NS B A w2 B sl R NS AT R 5 — R 75 30« 5355 (1998)
PRy B RPN B 0 R A L S B R B o BR T BLAL g SO
TIPS B RRAR A B A1 > o 2 6 TR RS AR £ 5R J LR A B B 480 5 i
HOIELIAL o WFFTHE > i U A B RS2 A% - BR 1802 & L iy
P A BE a2 S > FAt S Hptes B AR R AR 2R R 2 B A R R
DI SR B BOR AN SR BB B E MR P IE
[HE | B AR A S - SR i B R AE SR B R > N RERE R LB
PRI S 7 P B A ] ) S 2K o 0 AR Y R R AR AE - AR
2o BUR AN E sUE RO IERRVE RS - HE A B o Sk i R S =
SR (B f5 E BM A BN BRAR -

THRERREBREE
HRIROTIE 925 (4R35 1998b) - & ¥ R B W (£ AT R 20 A
B SUR PRI T ZZ IO AR IRIUR B ATE) - 2 (0

R B Y B SR > R R AR BT IR R BN > WLAT B~ g
LB B~ ST B B A AR TE R Mk B AN RS AR A AL
A R KLY B AR b o T B R B R IR 00 B B ) R R
HET S R > B E > TR SR PR R Y A BLEE R B ORAE
AN o B R B AR [ SR BB > BN TR R R R R T
REAR AE AN T RS ) BT o o R B B R R 0 TIRAE - ) ~ fmi -
& R 1 A5 5 R 1Y) 2 e AR A B A DA e 2 N R SRR A (5 5
%~ W 2002) o

B8 B AR 0 ASTHE 2 S W R T RE Y 3 R — e s A B A R
N R I3 > o — 3843 FI) s FE 3B 1 DL B TR I S e S - SR
S 5 A 0N S > Rl PR P YRR SO A -~ BLYI R JERE SRR
B (nonverbal warmth) ~ F #4857 (self-disclosure) ~ &3k & ]\ (information
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seeking) ~ 38 H. AR (reciprocity) ~ ARIVE (similarity) ~ Z4FF2FF (liking)
DU R FE 20 (3158) #9%% (shared network) 45 77 SR 3/ (Berger, 1987)
Wl B B AR T A AR B K > ZEIRE S /a5 allE ~ AL AR 2
B AR (B RIEEE » FoREM > K EAANR) ~ RN FE3E S0 IR 8
PR > 5 0 78 R DA S R =2 0 4% 1 b 2 [ 1 2 5 | B3 = BRAR 1 3
B o S BN BRIVAR BT > BER A B BT A o] K B AR
ANHEE B HR FF 2 0F 75 8 B AR B 41 28 - 1B AL (Rahmgvist &
Bara, 2010) - i 75 =X B A 25 - Bl AR 3B 5 R B 2E AR ) 1Y R
(Brann, 2005) » S iR T6 5 5l B 045 AT B L 1 B EEA T IR & (Baker,
Mainous, Gray & Love, 2003; Paulsel, McCroskey & Richmond, 2006) o
WEFC AR > WA ER ~ o] SR L 2 JE (responsiveness) ~ #i Y] (warmth) ;
B15E (caring) S5 FF/E - BRFEARAS e & B A w5 SO 8 ~ BYI 00 IE 5
FalE  ZEHAKR - HUESHRESMEAHZEE -T2 > H
BB I R EAE B BB 0 R AR > SR el B A B b SR L e g B AE
R BAT SO 8RR - AR At A 360 17 9 s 72 BT B IR 1) AN T o JK o

TE 5 BERH BA R WF 78 WREUR - g 8 A 8 DL BT R A N T A2 IR > B
T2 B B A i B T S R e B E R IR] B e R BB B -
RSt 52 A 5 SR AR o DL JE A8 iR 98 S8 & /% 49 (Nanton, Docherty,
Meystre & Dale, 2009) > 3} i~ 9] HA 5 & R 8 HB 3 > ol 0 1% 38 B
W BREAJJEAL R 2 Ah > M HADIE PO B E - BIREES TWE
() B2 0 BL AT {5 JE (expert credibility) J2 355 i Sl 5% A i 5 J8 1) 8 88 57
FE o BEA R ELABERYEE R > B E SR G o HIE g R O
() ATk > B2 I RAPRAR {5 /0 B 55 51 (reassurance) » L J2 Yo A% £5 g 14 45
2o BAERE AR IR B - 3 SR I RN e B A e > 2 B SRR A
AOTE ) > RIS A R AR B R SR ) — A T S

SRR 2 > BR T A Rk L T ZEEE - o B Bt e
T I3 7 B A g b o7 BEL A (0 () AR > RATR ST I B R I B ) JIEAE
BT (SR FE% - BT > 2002 5 BLF— > 2009) » PLRCREESCALTE A
R BAR SO Y RE b ) R i BRI 3% & (Yum, 1988) » [HE | B Rl -F- 2
TR B B AR AR N B SR 5 BOB0E (3RS7 3K > 1998b) o & i AL
AP A ) B S N Gk B e A > AR S IRAE - W) - MR &
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A A o AEIEREANE S B9 B BRAR o 0 B AN Bl E B T A
8 L B A A v e B B R R BB Rk i R R SR 1Y [l
JRE 7 2o T AR AR T E AR 2 R - AR SRR TR IR
R R % -
RQ 1 : AR PTEHEE M B B R - ] A AR g 2
RQ 2 = B BEAR > o 8 S 5 1A A il S R B B LB AR 1 U7 5C
AR ?

MELEEREF

BT 5T AL C B 8 SIS 1] 8 B AL T B AR R
0 A B AT > DL R PR AR RR 14 06795 18 B0 A8 5 g 1) SR 5 BLAT: g K B
AR AN [ R A AR BT L R IR T TR [ ) 98 A 47 BB B o B AL
LSRG R W R A > SR 1 AN TR R T A B AR AR
RIS R 1) 8 e SR A R RS B A o TR R R R R
AR LT - S R e BAR 0 5 — MR T oK IE e St
M TP R R B S KR > R AR YRR (2 W~ s
S EE) > HEREANB N EEBE o LISk 7 U E R B
o 6L B % SR o 4t 7 Y T P S (1 B By > RE A B B LB AR -
58 R i ) B R B AR IR AT 2 A B > T LA BT B R AR R AR

BIF 2 3 B & 1 I A8 P R R 8 e B R T > 7 B A 45 5 9 b B B
i 2008 4 — B AR oy SR AL SO o Be J5 1 R B R 2 ONRR AL RE R
DUT o BRI TE AT SO 5 E 1 B e sgh > dnid 21 B JE AR
B A > W 5EE JI USSR 7 SUMOBLEERE 8% o WF 52 35 A4 B SO PRI
Fril et E B A - BEEAREIT A B BIGRERE > S
BELE B AR B P SR A AT Bk o AR W ST A B 2008 4R B2 (1 A #1122 H) 19
1941 SR R B A > )7 sSUEL G GRS - BAE1F - Bl 0 Bm B
J7 N BB (e 77t Bk BUE R A% ) - B BE I 2RAR 500 2 B Be 1 7
FUR o SRS G T REAE B oA B O ~ BhAR - SRR BB
B EURATE (HEE N SE) Siliss A B (REsdER A R) BIE > BRIEE
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Jr AW R > B EIAI T IERIE RS A -

TR 3297 > AR IR 9 77 30 - R ¥ 75 2008 2 2009
AEHITH] > AR N OB R REAT e B e BEORPEBE N > JLROR B 13 534
BEACES > SL1S A wE > Horp WA 32wl 40 Al i 8 /\IEEO&L%HE
BHEE > AR R 2 5 N — SR R ARk (LR —) o 5]
IR 195 2% ¢ Jas L A9 A T k3 5% Iﬁ#ﬁfﬁ*?"&l&(ﬁﬂ?%ﬁf"ﬁ P2
et FRESIR A8 B et O AU M ik 2 B 22 o 1 ~ IR e U B B A N B i
i P BT > AR A KB R A L N B W R A
& o R A E B o BOMCTE A T 0 A o A BT R B ) A 40 0
O HEAE o ZE RN N SCR AL BE R - DA K ek
MBI EAE 2 S~ N B0 A BHE B B RSB o wiiak A\ B 2
S B N BT R 1 SO AR AR DLAF I B AL 5 2l
[ 52 575 % 7 0 ) PP A 5 Ja 38 7 T e A B0 ) B g BELJRRSZ o
S8 T 5% % Ja T R A ) A R A > AN S A B PR Y B T UL > B
ZJRTEN I BGA BT AR 0 b T R e B R R o (R
P S0 e T 1) i e L B [ e LA R R IR IR L A K
PR A IV A s BLBLRS -

s

o S5 BEL O Jo ol B AL 2 Ry 1) A A JR T A R A S SR Y
WAk /B RESE > FRULHRS BT IERREYE - B A SERE I I (5 - IR AL
Jr 807 0GB A5 A o i B S R B A T T 1) A R 1 BE I (AT
FER) o HOR > fEFTR A AR R P BUR 2 I B IR AE B LB
AR p o R AR Je 4t o R JHL A B S IR DL T B S > B
JE LR AL & SCAb B A AE S B B AR T TSR R > R AE SRR M o 25
FAAERAEBCERFBOR STk > A8 YR R B 1) B A B R Y e
T o B A R T R R P At e AR B B B - & Y R AR
80 B AR A S R A - BB - AR B RWI SRR A G HAHS
W REAE B BB AR R > SRS LAY S R BELAN AR S R 3l HL A
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Bl 5K T B ) o R BB AR T A 15 B R 24 B A SR Ry > BE 0 B
RGOSR A Ha ol > BL 22074 5 3 AR B 2K B 0 A

ARNAHBRTLAREEHN BEAECTH  EAKEWR
Mol KFHBLARLABREERER BERARERE
AX>wgtdl > pTARELES FAMBARLAFARTER
X FEERARABTEA KL AAEEER - (0805)

KER BRI - [RR AL E G 2] > BRI A JEEE -
JR 55 1Rl v A [ B o o R R R B e e IR B [ 1 ) R
B 6 WA T 2R BT 5 T o LA S A A 5 AR 37 BT AR DL
9 HAE 2 S AT o PRIUL > K g AR AR N — (A R (oK)
i AT B IR X0t > FLE R AR EAE N [ ERAE S 2 | R A RE S R
[0 25 9 A0 5 T ) Pl 8 A SR A P R IR R A 58 0 it S
R - R S R AR R 2 — Al M RE LA A R 2K > BRI AR 2R
fifl > B A AR = A PR AN B (HOATR 2 B o i 2k i = 9 P
SRR > R B A LS T CE e o DL B XOER2 B DLAY
BRI o RO A LA AR SR B A AR R B B Y Tl IR o

o B R A TR Y B B > TRy B A i B B B B AR BRI R
BT RE R o (B AR By A o R4 A1 A T ) A R HIR
I W AT o S g SN A 1 ) 0 M A 1 A LR A AR
oy M E RN HEIRAE o 3R M EBEENA - B M
[ 25 s 4 R > HAEBE P gl - BE e AN 2 - R A
T R 15 A A R Y [ DT X
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""" EADETRMAEMNRR  ERFEARAE > REHHEEH
KM RRA KA TUE-—THRBE>ELH T H
B MET | RRAECHET KM B ECLBE LIRS ?
ML TE > RO AEER (0641)

o B T 8 LR T2 — T P | BRESK - A AT R [ AT IR
W] IR B BRI SRR TR0 £ R IE o AL [
{1 A B SR LT SR IR > i3k k2 ) il sy o> (ELB
SRR FE M 1) R0 A T 114 TR o T O i 2 v B [ R o

o K6 D % o S A 156 A PR P AN B S S > TR ER R O O R IR L
PRAERROE N - SUNARRA LN o TG B SRR B

FRPAMMDEHRREIZERRE  ELARXBHHNERR
E-HENBLE LHFSRTHRRESF > BEAETWEBRER
HRFHEMMRE > EREERT L (E) A EFRBRANE
EELE CEEBHA ERAARMT  RRARELAZNER
B (0116)

------ BXBHMWO -MORELR KERZFIARNEAK > &
BZRMEREL G Bz FREL > FTEMERBER KRR
BEEFAAUAEE  Hh#ka+ -8 > SRERHE  XEBEER
AT EXBOCRBERS > FREAMER WAL EFREEX
ER(BERERELEER A BEBRE) i — B NE
B MXEXHAL2RER > BREFE (0268)
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[F] RF > S8R BB A 2 BTG (AAR R > SIF L 38 0 43 1 0 & 1wl B 1) mT RESIR
UL > FESEAE A 2R BA R BB - 9 5% 29y e B IR R Y A8 »
BRAET ERERE R ALE > IRAEIR - K2 = KB B DA T ik 5
2 8 s i ) R R PRI S B AR o AR A SR U T 5 e ) B A ]
M AL B - B A AR WA 1) 58 JB8 0 > TR v AR R DU AF R R AR AN
Bo WG - 5T AR T ) FOR TR B R AN A AT IR
FEVRRE o B A I RS AR R A A [ 2 B A > TRPAS w5k
SE[ATREEE AR 19 3 | FEAMOEM - 2B T BAMRAH > 2
BT RER R AR WUE RERK ~ HIE - BFERK - At o )

RV 1 B S S s D - A R A T R 2 BT A R Y S )
B 77 ) » FE A A AR DL AT RE R BE IR ANH AN B KB i
AR A TR B B 1 A e 5 Sl L R R AR R S A Y S [R] & BLA
B oo 9UEZ R E B E ARSI R IE TR K B R > B AEAE S AT A AR
B SI7 s o i S RSB R TR o 5 A 45 R L B MR AR /KR W AR YR 9 O K
— MR B R YR SRR PR o T JR AR A AN
I E ERK) - BRERIFEMW - BARAEEKCKER K
R[] > BB E O S EICRIR B8 > 4wl e o8 Sy 8 I di I > 3B
Pris o BB SR ABATEER o (HERILE RS - [RMAT
T A AR OKAR R o > SOEFRBITE AR ZE R gty o J KA T
W BAREERE R ERE () o B Ul R R R A S
WK T T2 cc MK - #EE2A AEFIR - (HRE 2
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PEAR A S OS5 A R > 0 SR R R B A B B BRI A
e B LR R o I B Z PR G2 ML HE AR - FEERETR
WA EH ISR AT o WASSHREANE - SRR FRET
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A AP A R R T RIR DUBLE B - 2R RN o RV R] AR AY
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20 1) 5T TR ME—BE PR Z B IRF > B B R R B TR
HARE ? 14 > RAE BB > AU BB ARG 5 - 358
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