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Trajectories of Television Studies in the Post-TV
Era

Anthony Y. H. FUNG

Abstract

With the new media and the Internet becoming major research agendas in
major academic institutions, the heyday of the television studies is now past.
This special issue however suggests that television studies is not dead. As Toby
Miller in the interview argues, television viewership in many developing areas
is still rising in a steady rate and television will continue to serve its unique
function in different geopolitical regions. What are worth discussing are new
issues of television in this post-TV era that we have never seen before,
including transnational television capital, global trade of TV format, new
television production and technologies, and changing government regulations
and policy, to name a few. Only by analyzing the development of television in
a particular context, can we advance the theoretical inquiry of television. In this
special issue, we choose to focus on television drama in Chinese communities.
Precisely these dramas —their content, conflicting ideologies and regional flow
—reflect the cultural contradictions as well as the politico-economic context of
these regions.
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