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Abstract

In recent years, especially since 2006, the rise of the quantity of romantic
drama has led to a new trend that the young audience watches TV series on the
Internet. This new way of TV viewing has changed the make-up of television
audiences that were predominantly middle-aged and older. Young people are
also accustomed to expressing their views and suggestions while watching
television on the Internet, which did not happen with traditional audiences.
In China, more and more students in middle school or universities use networks
to watch idol drama from around the world. With the rapid economic
development and the acceleration of modernization in China, People’s
traditional concept of love is undergoing great changes. A lot of romantic film
and television drama attract audience to watching through reflecting this
process of transform. In China, no era like the present has so many diversity of
interpretation of love, and the complicated reality lead the young generation to
think more about the issue of love.

Based on theoretical concepts of Hollywood romantic movies and aesthetic
theory, this study aims at exploring audience knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and
actions regarding romantic drama. Specifically, the study is designed to address
the following questions:
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(1) How does the meaning produced when audience watching TV
drama? And how does the producer represent their views of love
and marriage?

(2) How does a TV series build and confine the audience’s
construction of love?

(3) From thel1990s to today, what does the representation of love
changed in romantic dramas?

(4) What drives these changes?

This study researches how romantic drama is constructed and expresses
people’s values and ideals of love. Additionally, we look at how does this
structure and expression reflect a certain kind of conjuncture in the
development of romantic drama, the degree of understanding of the audience,
and to what extent the audience accept and practice what they see. This paper
uses narrative analysis and interviews to reveal the process how the directors
and screenwriters change their ideas about love when they create the text since
1990s. We also explore the impact on the audience who watch the Chinese
romantic drama through in-depth interviews.

The study finds two major results. First, romantic drama has tried to
express real life, and might even develop into a kind of reality show which
ignores the episode, the story itself, but emphasizing the fragmental scene, the
interesting dialog. The classic paradigm of love story encounters subversive
deconstruction. Second, both the girls who like to watch idol drama and the
boys who prefer to watch realistic drama place love in real situations and no
longer believe in eternal love as in the past.
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