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Abstract

This paper examines the screen in its everyday and even banal uses, rather
than its monumental uses. Focusing especially on the deployment of the camera
phone as a means of producing a sense of being within urban space, the paper
considers the practices of camera phone image-making and sharing in Hong
Kong, by presenting data from research carried out between 2007 and 2010.
We focus not only on the screen of the camera phone itself, but also on the
computer screen where the images are first made available to us, within
blogs—the blogspace itself forming a specific visual field that determines how
the users themselves view their images, as evidenced in the comments they
make about them.

We provide a framework for considering the significance of camera phone
pictures and user-created content generally. We describe the rise of camera
phone picture-taking and identify patterns in usage and in the aesthetic attitudes
of users, based on our research. Our research involves a multi-modal approach,
that includes both quantitative and qualitative methods—ethnographic research,
structured and unstructured interviews, photo elicitation, a questionnaire, and
interpretive visual data analysis. Theoretically, we draw on the work of Henri
Lefebvre and, in particular, his “theory of moments.”

Helen GRACE. (Visiting Professor). National Central University, Taiwan. Research
interests: user-created content, theory of the image, history of photography,
technovisuality, distributed aesthetics



The Image and the Intimate Screen

We pay close attention to the affective/emotional comments users make
about their picture-taking practices and their use of camera phones, based on
our ethnographic research. We argue that this material deserves to be taken
much more seriously because of the intricacies of the everyday that are
manifest only in such practices. In emphasizing the specific aesthetic choices
of users and the patterns that emerge in everyday use, we argue that the cultural
meaning of camera phone images must foreground the role that aesthetics and
emotion play in everyday life. Through such research, we observe the fine
detail of everyday innovation in expressive forms that are overlooked in
technology studies that focus on devices and rational choices. Additionally, we
note the increasingly widespread new phenomenon of a highly distributive
aesthetics that challenges the traditional privilege that art forms have been
granted, demonstrating that user-created content is shifting some major social
assumptions and structures.

Keywords: User-created content, camera phone, Hong Kong, urban space,
everyday life
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