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Institutional Capital, Non-institutional Capital and Media coverage of

Social Issues

Institutional Capital, Non-institutional Capital
and Media coverage of Social Issues: Taking Four
Environmental Events for Examples

Qian-Fang XIA
Guang-Feng YUAN
Ke CHEN

Abstract

Four environmental events were investigated with regard to the logic
mechanism of social issues’ media coverage from the perspective of Social
Capital Theory. We divide social capital into “institutional social capital” and
“non-institutional social capital” in accordance with China’s own experiences. In
general, institutional capital, which dominates the obstruction of conflict issues’
exposure, plays a pivotal role in media coverage. However, institutional capital is
also able to prevent risks for media reports by using the so-called higher
authorities’ pressure from the administrative level, and the official discourse in a
legality sense, etc., and possibly assists the issues breaking through regional
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limitations and molding public opinion, which will finally lead to the settling
down of events. On the other hand, non-institutional capital operates through
unstructured relationship networks in social space, and is based on disruption
within the regime, the release of social space, and the professionalism
orientation of the media, etc. In the absence of institutional capital, if non-
institutional capital public by the possessed was powerful enough, and their
strategies could effectively link to institutional capital, they would be able to
gain media exposure. This explains the expediency and fragmentation of the

Chinese journalistic professionalism to a large extent.

Keywords: institutional social capital, non-institutional social capital, conflict
issues, media coverage, opportunities in cracks
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