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An Exploration Study of the Writing Narrative
Structure and Features of Hearing-Impaired
Students: A Media Ecology Perspective

Tsui-Sung WU

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the writing narrative structure
and features of hearing-impaired students who use sign language to
communicate with others in daily life.

In this study, we adopted the perspective of media ecology as the
standpoint. Media ecology is the study of media environments; the idea that
technology and techniques, modes of information, and codes of communication
play a leading role in human affairs. According to Neil Postman, media ecology
looks into the matter of how communications media affect human perception,
understanding, feeling, and value, and how our interaction with media
facilitates or impedes our chances of survival.

Follow this thinking trail, we attempted to determine how visual media
affect humans' narrative, choosing hearing impairment as our research object
and focusing our agenda on writing narrative structure and features. We aimed
to understand the writing narrative structure and features of a narrator who
lives in a visual environment and uses visual language (Sign Language) as the
major communicating tool.

Tsui-Sung WU (Associate Professor). National United University, Taiwan. Research
interests: Hakka communication, discourse analysis, media ecology, culture study,
gender study, communication psychology.



An Exploration Study of the Writing Narrative Structure and
Features of Hearing-Impaired Students

In this study, we interviewed eight hearing-impaired subjects and eight
subjects with normal hearing ability, all university students, adopting the self-
generated stories way of asking interviewees to write down stories in MSN(The
Microsoft Network).

The results showed that while sequential-linear structure is the major
writing narrative structure, the hearing-impaired subjects' narrative would
sometimes be adjusted according to the communication situation and the length
of the story's content. Regarding narrative features, the results indicated that the
hearing-impaired subjects emphasized the location, position, and moving image
of the narrative, and would sometimes freely create some dialogue between the
story's characters.

If we make a dialogue with the perspective of Media Ecology by our
research results, we will find that not only the internal structure of the media
but also the communication situations, the length of the story, and memory
capacity can affect the writing narrative structure of hearing-impaired
individuals.

This means that narrative structure is affected by communicating media,
situation, length of the story, and memory capacity simultaneously. As such,
when we discuss the interaction relationship and effect between humans and
media, we should consider other situational factors.

We also found that the narrative feature indeed is influenced by the media
internal structure. Therefore, oral people will always say the same key sentence
“Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who is the fairest of them all?” (sound media),
while hearing-impaired people emphasize picture and movement (visual
media).

Keywords: students with hearing impairment, sign language, writing narrative
structure, narrative feature, media ecology
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