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Cross-Cultural Communication in the Republican
Period: On Wenyi and Wenyi Pictures

Emilie Yueh-yu YEH

Abstract

In this paper I revisit the concept of wenyi 32 (letters and arts) for the
following two purposes: to examine the role of literature in film distribution
and promotion in the Republican period (1910s-1930s) and to renegotiate
Chinese film criticism with Western theory. Unlike the negative connotations of
triviality, self-indulgence, and even puerile pursuits that the term tends to carry
today, wenyi at the time promised a sophisticated, worldly experience. My
paper will map the trajectory of wenyi and clarify its importance, including its
shifting meanings driven by literary and political forces, and, more crucially,
place it in a fluid cultural environment of literary enlightenment and social
reform. By means of content analysis of hundreds of film advertisements
printed in Shenbao, we discover that wenyi’s cultural currency was firmly in
place in promoting film consumption. By revising wenyi’s history during the
first decade of China’s full-fledged film production, we are also able to renew
the relationship between the indigenous film genre and its Western counterpart,
i.e., the melodrama.
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R EERES )
(Ann Vickers, 1933)
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CGHERE 1L B
(The Count of Monte Cristo,
1934)
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ROEIIR B

U L A B PR S SO 5 TR SR
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Bl PN

193544 H22 H
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KICFER A RFGE 5 2 858 o0 SC 2840
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CRUKFAEY (B F) (1934 4F)
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193442 H 13 H

RARIK 4435
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CGRRIESRED
(Great Expectations, 1934)
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B[] /N 5% AT A 2% S M AN AS A
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[N YN
(Little Women, 1933)
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39 | SRR G (BF) (19334F) | HI < 19344E4 H 22 H
JBRBE - HE R B
MR - B RHE s WEHEEERNLER
40 | CERETE) HiH: 1934F6 HoH
(Laughing Boy, 1934) BRI - RIEHR B
fisE AR RYE S HAT IS SCER S G 1) 24 WD
KmEEE 2 —
41 | =Ry (B H) (19344F) HI 2 19344E6 A 15H
BB« B RIE B
i o B AR SO TR 2 3 T ER | el e
M SCERTE R
42 | (EEEE) (BFH) (19344) HI 2 193446 A28 H
B RAEFLY © 19344F
BB« BRI BE
ik RIRKZE - BRA/DHFRIRKIEERL
/NG R R A
43 | CRAERAD H 2 19354E3 A 30 H
(David Copperfield, 1935) R« B 22 AT SCER SR R ¢ R TRIE IR/ N
Fifi 400 A K AR ) A A R
44 | GGYEBH) HI :19354F4 4 H
(Babbitt, 1934) BB ¢ BRI
sk - BSR4 A e
R TN R R AT
45 | (GEE) (Peck's Bad Boy, 1934) HIH : 193544 H22 H
SR 1N
[y 0 € 1=y
46 | TR HI 2 19354F4 A 22 H
(The Mystery of Edwin Drood, FRE + DB R SCSE AT B2k B — (R E
1935) 7B R 5 SC 2
47 | <ELR) Hi: 19354 5H5H
(The Barretts of Wimpole Street, JEkBE © REERICIEE B
1934) Wk - B R 22 H AR AR AR ME— R B SO E
48 | CRRZE) HiH 193545 H5H
(Vanessa, Her Love Story, 1935) |51 N
i DEE R SCEEF I WA B HE

TURWIR G EOR B SCEEE A s
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49 | (&5 HH: 193545 24 H
(Treasure Island, 1934) 5 ARINY N1
fiE + T IUH AL RSB R H SO ARG 2%
TRIE IR SCEAE i
50 | CEERKEAE) H#: 1935427 A21 H
(B2 BAEA AFE) BT ML
5T - BEHE R SO B
51 | CEEfE) HHE 193548 H 14 H
(Of Human Bondage, 1934) 5B - RSB
5T KDY 2 AEE G RS SO B 2 2 B R
52 | C/NRER) HH# 1935428 17 H
(Laddie, 1935) BRBE K BRI RE
iRk - HHRAKREEZ —
53 | CF/INESE ) HH) 1935428 H17H
(A Dog of Flanders, 1935) JBRRE ¢ P s ORI BE
MsE AR SCEE B RO T e 1
54 | CEARD) (B F) (19354F) Hi# 19359 A8 H
JERBE R IRRIERBE > RS Kk G A B[R] B
55T+ BN R R IR KA B E
55 | CBEfERED) HH#: 1935429 A 21 H
(Diamond Jim, 1935) sk - ZERISCEE
56 | CHREEZED HIH :19354£10 13 H
(Anna Karenina, 1935) JERRE ¢ RSB
(RPN S EIES=E- =k
57 | KIREP) H# 1935411 H2H

(Les Miserables, 1935)

515 A NIREIN 15
ML« IRBUR AT E

H#H 194111 H 120
BT A FIEBE
fiEE - CBEAE
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RERE + S8 AH BT e 4 88 5 At i SCER A B
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58 | (EEEELEND HIW : 1935412 H 19 H
(Peter Ibbetson, 1935) JERBE : REHA K B
f5E : MR R A E A E S e
59 | CRHbzHFDY H 2 19364E1 A 16 H
(Ah Wilderness, 1935) JERBE A KB
fiEE - KA I SCEE R - KSR R
[ B fH i 2
60 | (EREE) HiH: 1936 F1H 16 H
(As You Like It, 1936) 595N PN
fEE  ASCEGE A s AR A R AR
KDL g
61 | iR Bt HiH 193642 H 10 H
(The Last Days of Pompeii, 1935) | fizk @ 75 R/l [ 80 A) S0 024 | 55 25
KEH
62 | (EEhkEL) HI 193643 10 H
(A Tale of Two Cities, 1935) JEBE T AR BE
s ¢ RS SCERE 5 B ) SCHE A - A K
AR ARG AT
63 | CBEEFEML) (B F) (19364F) Hi 193644 H3 H
BRBE - RE R RE
ik« BT ARG HEHORE f o TR AR
[N 3 /NI
64 | UMAED HI 2 19364F5 26 H
(Little Lord Fauntleroy, 1936) BRI« RIEHA KSR BE
e« TR R LR E
65 | EIAKE)Y (BF) (19364F) HI : 19364E9 H20 H
JRBE A H AR K i 85 Sk e BB (193649 A
21 H-RHERIEBE )
R ARIR S R SCEE A SR T nT SR s 26 2
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66 | CHEERZAD) () (1936 4F) HE 1936410 A3 H
BRBE ¢ AR Bk
5T MRS R 2 IR
E il e Thia:
HH#H 1936 F10H7H
B« ORISR
M5t 2 R B
PP 5 — S B ER B
67 | CEREE HE 1936411 A1 H
(Ramona, 1936) EBE © KOG R B
R SR AL ERE (& I=h
HH 1941410 H25 H
ISR [F PN
sk R BEAAZN A O SCEE
68 | CEFEM) (B F) (19364F) HiY :19364E12 H2 H
BRBE © BB RE  RETR BB
5T+ SCHEGE
69 | CKLZ40T) HIH : 19364F12 H 29 H
(Come and Get It, 1936) 5 NI (YN 517
Mg« R B AN E
70 | CHHASAED (XA CRMEHRY) | B 193742 H2H
(The Melody Lingers On, 1935) JBEBE © RE R RE
i - CBEERIEE
71 | BRI H# 19374 H 1 H
(Captain Blood, 1935) JEk B+ BUR AR R BE
f5E BRSSO E R SRR S
MR A5
72 | CGRENEHLRR) H#H 19374 H 1 H
(Dante's Inferno, 1935) JEkBE LA SRR
5T - FRGHERFEME— Y S B A BRREAT
Ji
73 | EEZE) HiH 193744 A4 H
(A Midsummer Nights Dream, BB B EEE B

1935)
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74 | CHIRAERED HH:19374F4H 13 H
(The Green Light, 1937) JBRBE - BB

T - BRI G I S B S A s ALY
R SR HROCE A B

75 | (B ETRIRY HI : 193744 H26 H
(Girl Overboard, 1937) JBRBE - BB
st TSR SRR BR R B AT IR 60
76 | (=RI%D) Hi#f:1937F5H7H
(The Three Musketeers, 1935) JBEBE - IR
fEr  BRSCEEE B s SRR A A AR E A
e
77 | CRGFEHEZED HI 193745 A 16 H
(Mary of Scotland, 1936) BB - IS

ML © TN FDBAR 2 SCBE fy

78 | CABCRE) (BIF) (19374F) HIH 193745 H25 H

ER R

BEBE  HOGRIRE (193745 28 H)

R AR T A 0 A /NS4 R TSR3 i
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79 | CEFEWHD HH# - 19374F 6 H 1 H
(Taras Bulba, 1936) 8RBT BRIk
REE R OB R B s R R S R
R4
80 |z EA) HH# - 19374F 6 H 1 H
(The Prince and the Pauper, JERBE © RIGHHR SR BE
1937) R SR R B AT I SCESE R s SRR AR R

SCEIG et AL SN R A
I AEIEIR 5 AR A

81 | CHEIHZMH) HH :19374F6 H 19 H
(The Outcasts of Poker Flat, JBEBE K B RIE
1937) e - A REE R SO E fr  BEIEAA
i IS R I T O 4
82 | CBEIEIR) HH :19374E7 H4 H
(The Woman I Love, 1937) JERBE ﬁiﬁjﬁgﬁﬁ
120 Mt - SCBE 5 AR R
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83 | (HHEZX) HY 193747 16 H
(Winterset, 1936) JEkIE « REHERISEBE
RERE + SCEEE A5 T TEFEA W UK H K
84 | CHEEEE) (BIF) (19374F) HH: 1937427 A 26 H
EE RN
JEBE © AN H BABE (19374F7 A 29 H#HE KR )
5T A3 4 SR T A 20 5T | BT
85 | (E{tl) HH# : 19394
(Pygmalion, 1938) JERBE ¢ B A5k B
ek - SCEGE R KRB MRS
86 | <L) (B F) HH 193943 5 H
(19394F) JEBE © BRI B
Mg« DB E A AR R A I A
SN = AL
87 | CHEE) (H ) (19394F) HH# 193945 711 H
[ TN
M5« MR SCEAE T R A 2 A
88 | (=&I%) HIH 193945 H23 H
(The Three Musketeers, 1939) BERE © RIEHA B
55T+ CEE A
89 | ALfENEY (BUK) (19394F) HH:19394:6 A2 H
B+ AN H BABE (FERIERE 193946 H7H )
fE5E + HEUBROR 26 S 2E SR R e
90 | SR (BH) (1939 4F) HH#H 193947 H 13 H
JEBE © BRI BE
ek - IEER SR E AT R R
o1 | CERERER KD HH# 1939427 7 18 H
(Wuthering Heights, 1939) JEBE © R
¥ Brontes's “Wuthering Heights”
92 | KA/ HH: 19394291 H
(If I Were King, 1938) JSBE K RIS
5T - BRERESCEE B
93 | GHEFIRF) HIH 1939410 H 7 H
(Huckleberry Finn, 1939) JEkBE ¢ R RS BE
ik © CEGE R
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94 | CEHEIN) (BFH) (19394F) HHY: 1939411 H25H

|51C A NIR YN 15
T+ AR SRR B

95 | CCFEE) (B H) (19394F) Hi 1939412 A 12 H
BB ¢ G RIE BE
ik © AN R SCER WA ETF

Hi 194141 H 17 H
BBE - REPE R
sk - CEEY

96 | /hAED HiW - 19404£2 13 H
(Gulliver Travels, 1939) JERIE © RIEHA ~ K I IR B e
5T - BFSLEOR R S
97 | CEEMEREN) HiM: 19404F2H 13 H
(The Hunchback of Notre Dame, B - RS
1939) R - BRCEAE

98 | ) (The Rain Came, 1939) HIY - 19404E2 29 H
BB K i
T« BB SCHE K

99 | KAWL HH : 19404F2 H 29 H
(We Are Not Alone, 1939) 8RBT BRIk
fisE A RS E R

100 | (AR{HHEBFE) (Pinocchio, 1940) | B : 194042 A 29 H
JEBE © FERUERBE - K LIk B
L TR BESCERSE

Hi: 1941451 HA7H
JBRIE : SFEIEBE - AL SRR
Wik« AORSCEGE

101 | BRI AL HI : 19404F2 A 29 H
(Robinson Crusoe, unknown year) | KBt @ B atBe ~ K EiIEEBE
feE - UK AR
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(Gone With the Wind, 1939)
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(Disputed Passage, 1939)
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* World Premiere of the Thrilling and Romantic

Chinese Drama
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LT | <8 AD HI:19414E1 A 21 H

(The Man in the Iron Mask, 1939) | Bl @ WA BT

NSV N S R S SR SVA i)
Adh

H# - 194149 423 H
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12| UNAE) HIH : 194142 H5H
(The Little Princess, 1939) BB - BRI Be
5t FH B S SO R R
113 | (5B 58) HiH 194142 H 9 H
(Pride and Prejudice, 1940) BRBE © KRB
sk - UEARFSEE
114 | CEfg I D Hl: 194142 A 15 H
(Captain Caution, 1940) BB © R
fiRE + ROCEEBUANIB AL E &
115 | /N5 HIH : 194142 H 17 H
(Little Men, 1940) JBERE - BRI
5T+ B3 B AR ST SO B A
116 | CEEE) HH : 19414F2 H25H
(21 Days, 1940) JSEBE AR I

MiFE - KR WAL A4 %
John Galsworthy, “The First and the Last”

Graham Greene adaptation
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(Angels Over Broadway, 1940) BkBE TR B
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119 | CEEgER) HY 194154 H6H
(My Son, My Son!, 1940) BT : P2k b
5T + RMESCEESE
120 | <& N H 194144 H 13 H
(Kitty Foyle: the Natural History | 5% B 5L 0%
of a Woman, 1940) MiE © AJCHTEM - S UL ST TR G SO B A
121 | <BEZ=21M) HiH 194144 H27 H
(Tom Brown's School Days, 1940) | 8B : V- 2255
ik« BECEE
122 | (BIEE) (Rebecca, 1940) HH 194145 H29 H
B+ PR
5T+ B EEIE
123 | (FEERE D) (Back Street, 1941) HIW 194146 H25 H
BT - AR R
5T+ BRI O REN A\ SO
HHI: 194847 A 18 H
JEBE TSR
5T G B T E
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(Raffles, 1939) JEBT - SISk R
i+ CEAHE R
125 | (kL) A 194147 H 16 H
(Suez, 1938) BT - JURLIERBE
FgE « RS OB E R
126 | CEB; — A AW 1941428 F1 29 H
(The Lady from Cheyenne, 1941) | I8Pt © B R DE
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BEBE © ANHE
el RS 7 YNIR e E L YA ]
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(The Sea Wolf, 1941) BT TR
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(Maria Chapdelaine, 1934) JERBE - kLB
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