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Shi “Shiwu” Zhe Wei Junjie:

Knowledge Transformation in Late Ch’ing
and the Rise of Chinese Modern Newspapers,
1896-1898

Donglei BIAN

Abstract

Books and newspapers represent different knowledge systems. This article
viewed the rise of modern Chinese newspapers from the perspective of
knowledge transformation. The research found that the Chinese literati class
had an apparent shift from Confucian to the knowledge about “practical and
current”. After 1996, in its pursuit of talented people, newspapers become the
main resource of knowledge.

The subsequent invention of knowledge that resulted would inevitably have
world shaking consequences. Modern newspapers deeply challenged the
production of Chinese knowledge and the social order. As a temporary
language, “Shiwu” mixed tradition and modernity, but political criticism
constituted the important ethos of modern Chinese newspapers. The new time
span created by newspapers also encouraged the Chinese literati to concentrate
on the state, which, as is now evident, was a vital step to the conditions of
modernity.
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