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Ratings Practice of TV News Coverage in China:
An Ethnographic Research of City-Based Television

Chao Chen LIN

Abstract

In Mainland China, news items regarding political parties and related to
people’s lives are among the major contents of city—based television channels.
Both of these kinds of television news programs are evaluated by ratings. This
research tries to examine the role of ratings in the production of television news
coverage in China. A political news program and a people’s daily lives news
program were chosen as research objects from a certain city television news
channel in China. Based on the participants’ observations and in-depth
interviews, this paper argues that ratings are an indicator of commercial
television but also a crucial one for China’s television industry regarding news
production. Ratings are also criteria about the performances of journalists.
Furthermore, sensational news can achieve ratings, but cannot result in the
acceptance of news reporters. However, if presented with fewer restrictions,
news related to people’s daily lives may allow for reports beyond the current
limitations and expand the ratings for city-based television news in China.
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W R ER ) FEEM A EEC RG22 B E (BT AR
2009) o H T RKHIRC B INA B E - I ERIEENE
FBAKTTMZE TR REE IR > CAERRREBH T/EHE I
PR B o HAKITTHEGR S > IR A RERZ I ME— AR E - L
JRERZ AR AL B AT R 44k > 2013) -

I R A A 5 A A R R — R AR B N E A ] (CSM) &
oo WA — R AR AR PR T R R S AR o TR AL 71 BTG v s
B ) K~ A BRI T A YR R B AR SR AR A 35 R T - Hh
27 A ek - AW ERET (dbat ~ Bl - RE - =) - 4lFHE
HOREE ~ FHE ~ WY~ M) - REEB M R AE R - & -
W E A ARE R E A - B — RAGEIEAN DF A RAFIE B
AR 7E N B dE > WSR3 0 A A K B SR A R B > IR DAT H we R ) B
[ A B0 8% 25 | (peoplemeter » K [FE 3% 45 A B & B%) W A 7 2
11> MEARERA - RN iR Hed RAERHE > Hid R2DE

139



140

EFaEde27]) . (4) %328 (2015)

o A B AT AR R B o A DA A Bk Ay ) B K
AR & A AR BRI AEA o & SR TR & 10 Uil 230 25 A 800 1 £
A% TR R TR 400 R BRAS 5 SR T2 200 (AR A 5 b ifg Bk 3
J& SO0 fEERAS o MRS AL & MR A HIZ 1008 - VO3 B & oA 8
REE R B R AR A > BRAAI A BEE G o A 8647 H /5 (7 148 A it
ROk A A AR R T DA AR 43 S AR R (minute-by-minute ) B
I F RS & — R A AL RE kA IR AR > DA i A RS
TERE » E AR A R A G 300 18 54 ) 500 1 ©

H A K [ R AR & S A O S SEAROE R > It R BT e B 5
/NBCBRE VYA > RABCH AT AT R YR SR — BT R BE A S A
wf o AR AE 2011 4F L H M BRlE T R B AW B 4 4 R E
FAEAL T AT M E SESE IR 2 RO H 4 AT ERE R DI
FCBEAT B ISR R 5 SRR A 2 e 1 2002 4F & Yt 8 H 4R A R A
R LI > TEPCGEFN B H 5P 38 R 7 1 ) — K FAE (BI3HERT > 2011a) ©
EEFHMEREAETE S RS - R B IE > DY IE TG
OB IR A AR ] o a4 ) 2 AG HAa#E R 10 50% 5 513 J11520% ; 5%
BN 25% 5 HEMWRNES% - et B H G EE L BiEE
12,000 44 1L A2 F1300 24 B K 2 BLT 43 (47284 > 20114E7 10 H) » H
I L AT R0 R TR AR B R B T AR R 5 | B R A B T o

H [ B A S S AL R A S o T TR L > O St e S R R R AN
VEEEE B VIR 2 o SR > i T OB Re Sk 2 | mT DA (i R IR
WO 2R B B A R BB R RN AR AE - & T Ui e
SRR BRI > ARBIFFE AR B BT & TR [ IRRIBCHT Y ) BT R AR
BB S o AR ER20114E7TH 23 Hibsi % Emi g » Wi
BHE T A20114E7 A2 HETH29H CGA— 3 1) 1 KA IHFR
B RRZHEZAMHHREGHE > MIUEBER AN B EVM AN
PR LA > WSS EENE —FER - & T HE R R
R [ K [ S T BRI R SRV I R 2 > AR IE AT PR B 2 BRUBL S 0 B R B T ek
BT ik > M RARE & WK E B I A 3R 04 IR BOHT ) B RS A= AN
BIRE G > DL T RO S b B T B B 2 o SCIEWIE ST [ 1R 1 %
AN B EE AT > BE LR A AT 5T i L M A o



NIt Ed e T

HimfiE

KA o7 A7 B SR

H [ ) 105 OB Y AR E B R AR > (R B E L A
MITRM & o IO RS AR EE s FIE B EAU A% - W
ZERR R HERE o FEIRT & 0 SRR E > & T R B - L
K& HRERBHEMBRT Wl B E LR A EEHEFN
2% o IR M B — U 1) 9B S AR B S A e TUER B W L BER S B TR
FHRE B A LR R B o kT B A0 e e S A [ R B A
AR HIE H (BESLA - 2011 : 321-322) o AR A 9 LA 78
R A AMAPEREOT T o UL > ISR SR AE AL A A A AR U
) EZZ ] o f i b B TR BTN > B A R A A B A
PR E RN o AL B A WO S A B 2k T B - 18
HERIRE - RAEBMLZER T s (EFBRE > RABMLLI45 E 545K
T A5 B AE BT B 0 SRS s IR ERRERE - RAEMMMNEE
R =R LR 60% o R U E A (ETAE S 2
/% > 2009 : 82)

Hh B FE AR R AT — AL AT AR R B ER 2 R R B MR
1 4F o RAR BT 2 BB AR B0 AR > S 25 8 B A W e > WEE
FRIEMEESE - AWM E LR BB RA M2 B HEE AW
AR 2 A B A R B 7 R AR B~ SO IR AR R A A
B AR Ly TEAR R AR T T A — AT AR R B A S AR
BB LA TR H ] F a2 > DUIB— IR 8 DL E 78 (R
A5 2006) o 5 A R AR BT IR B R A FVEAL - RBUBAL - TR RE
b~ BB AL > BALATE R RS 35 A0 A HESE o AP d5 32 359 1
EAHEE AR EE AL > MR AT - TEENNAEZ R
fE#E AL > AAAALI I > S 7E R b AOME S B B E A - EEAR
FERT I EE R B R /N - AP RS - BT - RETE - R
FERRFL ~ BB GR o A ERTAEVE A KRB AR - K HOR
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