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Abstract

Media ethics is a subdivision of applied ethics. It deals with ethical principles
and standards that are specific to the media. In a multimedia environment, the
changing media landscape enables communication technologies to engage in
discussions of media ethics. Based on the theoretical concepts of ethical
relativism and ethical universalism, the study aims to examine the extent to
which news exposure and media trust are predictors of ethical perceptions. The
research is also designed to explore five research questions: 1) What is the
public understanding of media ethics? 2) How does new media exposure relate
to perceptions of media ethics? 3) What factors influence attitudes towards
ethical media content? 4) What factors influence attitudes toward contentious
information gathering methods? 5) How do different ethical perspectives guide
ethical decision making. A multi-stage systematic sampling technique was used
to perform computer-assisted telephone interviews with 1,025 Taiwanese adults
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aged 20 and above in September 2010. The responses indicated that remaining
neutral and objective were the two most important professional moral values
among the related issues. When the participants were asked to rate the
news sources they trusted the most, more than 50 percent chose the television
news over other news sources. Most responses indicated that newspapers were
the second most trusted source of news. The results showed no significant
relation between the respondents’ attitudes toward the ethics of media content,
media exposure, and media trust. The heavy use of online news use was
positively related to media trust and willingness to accept questionable
information-gathering methods. To conclude, the article discusses how media
developments encourage the transition from traditional journalism ethics to “new
media ethics,” in which ethics is the concern of all citizens. The limitations of
the study are discussed, and recommendations for future studies on media
ethics are provided.
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1980 4F- X %8 Ji 4 4 11 A48 5% 40 % > 245 405 (1405 10 B 31 IR 10 100 1l
B PR Bls R IR AT & o BESL 2 IR BRI E AR 5 (5
A DL B SE Ay bl 1Y) B 1) A TR 2SR O 5K > B i ) B 1) A Y
3 (Boczkowski, 2010) o LAAERLH 2 MR £ > A HE R E 788
M > WHEA 4 ORI TR ZE R G RE ) o SR 7E 2 1A BRI 1 IR 4%
N AU T A 2 SUE B 27 & B R > R A A
B0 B R R o BIA W MIEANfEE RS BA LS > M
PRI 357 28 ) i BT ) > AR TR e 5 | BRG0P A s R OR.
T [ A — R o — O TSRO S SO 5 — T TR A TR A
WL R — R E RS T o BRI R > R M
FE 3 A0 AR A JRUAS R AR A A A e 5 (LT B K ) i
IPERE > ORI A 945 AE B A2 7T 9 (Cooper, 2008; Harber, 2002)
S TR A5\ %) A B A R 2 P 1 o o B B N R 2 Y R

BREA Ay 3T AN 2 — {18 BT A B A0 R - SR LA A S a0 B4 5 | R
T2 AL o (R SR SR WL AT B AR > A A SRR A B AR L
SR A BT A A > L Bl A R A R A 28 R A | (Ward, 2011,
p. 213) > B A A i B o A T SRR R 2 o B 2 0T
AECBE DA ZEUFD A A AR 2 0 B T I A R A > AN B TS R A
[ S50 2 0 i IO A X T 2 5 0 T A AR 3 RS A £ 2 ) (mixed
media ethics) (Ward, 2011, p. 214) > Sl #4572 0588 T 4R B 25 1 i 22 865 49
] 64 T B ik =X 85 A 4 2 (open media ethics) (Ward, 2010, p. 232; Ward
& Wasserman, 2010) > i &AM ER A RIRA ~ HPAMEEMIE > #A
B2 8 0 B[R] A WA BB > O B BRI R 22 4R 1 B v
J B K] 5 B A5 T 2k B SRR P A AR o (AN T
TERBRN 2 E % BN RECEZ RS HENEMRE > -’
RTINS -

£ T (B0 2 R R ) A BT 5 22 2 A i e R 4 R o R
BT RE AR I A 1 2 T R B > MR L > 2005 5 FFE3C > 2009) © SR 1M
ARAFFRFRL - FELZ WA BREE UL S A T B E m IR A& T > RS



% BB (K B9 AT B AL 22

T RS - RN RE R DL R A BRE S o mT R RS 2 R AR WKL A 4
T AR 5 5 R A A 2 SRR R AT TR R — FEAGER o B AR
F % » Rao il Wasserman (2007) 45 ) > Siebert 55 £ 35 A 1974 4 42 ) Y
FdiER 2EAL R ( “Four Theories of the Press” model) » BItZ4t & o] & 13
HERITIRE > VG 77 5 8 0 Ay 3L (] SR 2 — T T () S SE A0 P B AR R 1Y
fim BRZEAE > SR T E AR 6 JE R T HE DR A BE A Ji UL R R > R S
AR AR o B BHORT PR 9% T e L BB R AR A~ B - R
RIGHT - HAG R B AR EA AE 1) o

F B EE 5 Cooper (2008) LI AT #6 14F A& 5 [ B AR 1Y) iy L8 B L 5

RN I TR Ay R 1 BE U AR o 22 G A B 1) ) B0 P e R 4
FLE - RALREFL - A EZ RN (K2 2T - gL R N )
(Cooper, 2008, p. 18) > Cooper (2008) [ 1fii & tHy > 3 ] i 2 71 22 35 19 Ak
ST AORET A > [HSE SR O T 7E B AR R A N R A ) A
H o BRA TR ARG » DASCE IR S R L
TCEEMIEEN B - i Se B0 [ ) [ 238 LB - (045 M A 25k
FELE A 50 SR A B AR A > 95 B R AR I R SR 2 Bl B 05 B IR A
A" BRI 1 AR (TR i o

AR T Z 2R B > B A i ) B N B B
BRI A AR BB LA AL > 58 AR BB M A BE FAR A A~ S [ FE
[ 5 BLF B ~ R BRAL B ol s L K i 3 i T k2 2 2 o

R T HTRH i B AR  dR ) S2 28E  A 5 AR B AP H B SRR (Christians,
2005; Plaisance, 2007) $i i > Bl SR A ffig I R A2 /5 Bl U 19 i - fEL
B N A B0 & 125 A0 B 2 8 A B B 455 A BRLBLAO S [R] > AT REAT AR
1% S PRAE (B R B 25 5L o R D IRF R SR 0 AR S0 1 B MR ST BB I [
TERLEE | - 8 AT 532 100 Al 25 180 NS08 A 0 1y =155 o B 30 [k 22 i |
[ Rz ] > Abds BB R R w2 —fE U fEss | > HIJC 5
AL SR GE B T RTEEME | (ARIERE > 2008 : 95) 5 RICHEAY B 1L
AR 2 AR VY A PR B A AR A BB B ) B R R A o B A A
PR AT 2 4 8N 3 A T S 5 1 7 2 T B ) AR HE
NS5 ) 4 SR B0 e B B > ORI B B R R A B TS TR
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HE— 2003 B IRV B TAH 3 28 ) (relativism) GRS VH i B M8 19 [
=26 | (universalism) (Christians, 2005) - S 52 44 1 A i B & it 3
T 2% mhOAH T T 2 R B A Y 1A 7 ) B B PR B B (Chrristians, 2005,
2008; Wilkins, 2010) o

Rt R B 5 2 o0 & S 2 e e T 2 45 B a8 5 B RZ B AR 1Y)
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N ey BB 5 75 S G 3B A IR0 25 BRI P PR B0 AN ] ) A PR A5 o PRIt
AT AEBEN AT~ BEAAE AT A S AR A BB — R R 7T > k(40
i R 368 172 5007 1 oA 2 A B T R w7 XY (B F B > TR R B R 2 3
A B2 > B AR S mBBr A - HRRAZE
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2 B B > R R S % o Bivins (2004) F1 Ward (2010) 1%
5 L 05 R AL T S R B S o DA A AR Y A B B B A T T R o Ward
(2010) 584 > HR AL BEA 30 A58 R B A4k 8 > DRIGER s T T Bk
A | o Ward 35 4 38 A 3w P 22 30 05 BRI AR & A &
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B CASHCE T ESRER [T ] R AREE - Ward (2010) BEHEH
[ B kA B ) AN S A 300 ] DA R AR S > R & TAE M AR
B 22 2 LR 1 3 5 T 1) 0 10 86 5 BT - O P LR ) A A e 2
PR 1Y ff BB o

% 1 Deuze F1 Yeshua (2001) AT 75 5 4 > 48 8% 1A 10 e {1 15587 [
i R DR TR A A SR R A AN TR 2E A | S AR AR 1R TR B A
FE > WHBE KR = BHOUtE R seps & > M5 mERS -
FEEABMK BN OBNEEAERE o 308 - B A 48807 5
RO BEP > PR R A TR R LAY BE e s B D A R IS T o AR 4B
Cooper (2008) 3 32 B 1986 4 F1| 2006 45 1 3 [ & J 3] B R BHE A
R RE &SRR AT > RRBE DI A fa FE R O AR B — 1A (i
A BERE  EAD) MM BRI A 2GR - IR ) 1
B SCAL 5 (AT I B A B A5 A (R R 2 B O U R T IS 4R
WRE& AN » DA A 15 e B 1) sk R > BLAE NS — o LA i
PAE M AR A A RRRL > B Al R AN B 2 %5 25 £ & (Cooper,
2008) ©

HA3HR Bivins (2004) F1 Ward (2010) 2 H 1) B BEA R B0 > (5
A7 1) B 2E B A A 25 HI 9% Ward F1 Wasserman (2010) JE 25 £ & B BA U A
3 (closed media ethics) » ¥ G2 H PRI ENE > HiE /N i
NFE AN PR AR > DA R B I BRLAR B > 0 el 3 A AL Ao 3 A
B SR 2 I BR B A R 2 B e K Bt - i@ —/DEEA
B i PR A R 2 BN > BRI EE S SR IR AR A B i o A PR
B REM SR T EERN > B@EIENER DA B METER -
Ward Fl Wasserman (2010) 58 55 2 S 3R 55 09 i 388 - M ZH B4R
BB > TR T B m L) BB R AV 25 > DL E A S
R BR R RGBS I - I B R R B TR0 TS5 HE ) o 21 BR B
B8 5t > (115 3F 2 F 95 35 40 40019 e 2 A0 RIS 400 0 8 DA 1) B2 T AR 3
i ] — % LA (Spence & Quinn, 2008) °

5 1A W 9% 7K 4% Habermas (1990) 1 Gadamer (1996) 1) 3 i JL i
fei > DIER A BBl [ > st DA 865 Bt okt
I 00 A BB 5 B A0 37 B B AR BE > DA B ARAGAR BT R > R B 4T
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MOAE B > 0wt 2 B 58 0 5 2 A B (discourse ethics) (Glasser & Ettema,
2008) o ANifE Habermas (AR 5 a8 4 AOm SR > B2 5 PR AR HfE BT 38 DA
BRI N AR R > DR b R AT SR A JE A 4R A B AR NI
AR E R ERELE R (Cenite & Zhang, 2011) °

TN [R] b 320t TR AP AS i B > 22 I B 5 A 415500 T A0 BB ) IR T
TS > ST Y A i PR T 2% B ST RE AR > SR T S 3 i B AR TR A ]
T8 SAT B AR AE - B 7 B A8 19 ) 2 9K ol 3 [ AR 3 4 0 ) it 26 A4
o AEHTE A 8 AR SR T RE A A AL ) B N A R A R o
B b S R — R RS > 2 A BRI A A A M R A
I AmERA T > (H B 30 A TR L O OR B 2R A ) o

HEE NG B HR TR TR

— R 0 [ 2 A LA (S AR 19 AR - 20t A0 R Rl A
# £ F 3 H) (Progressive movement) [A] 25 H 8 > & g8 [ 5 22 9K T
NREMHEZY > A EE g EEA G > Hia et E g g
Wi gt %] (White, 1995, p. 442) » WF 24 H > 3748 MR B HES > 7T L
PR ~ LB D A e B AR R R ) B 2 o 1980 4ERE A 45 fl
By BRSPS B AR o B It A B AR ST D A R SR 1 i B
(Christians, 2005, p. 181) ' o B # W 05558 > A3 ) 5 01t G A3 7] ) B
HAEE BV T DO M TS BB R 2 > REENRE R
AL A B A 3 A B R A B T B RE R > Sl S IRE 4 B A AT R
B o 1 1986 4F {5 Bt A DA TIE A A 20 ) 4 3288 > 34 35 ROPUEAT i
HIRE A A 3 RO R R AL ~ HOE 2= - B DL R T
P A THEEREANE NS - HREER R R > BEE B
& am H B A &R (Cooper, 2008) °
B E A AR R IR A ML B A - RAAER 2 1990
FERNENARFREZRNMEANE > FUEHHEENAEZE > A
HIFT = (Cooper, 2008) © B TERATHEA LASL - 48 B WA 1 fi 35t A6 5 IhE
ZRNER > BB S TR A 10 B B RO B N A
PRAE > 53 A8 WA i Re A B3 AL 4248 00 ) R 42 > B R R (A5 45 i
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B 50 2% 5 g IR B 0 M I (Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research,
2000) °

07 0 1 A S B A T 1) A BB AR 2 R R > (HnT L)
SRR A > 55— MR I AR 0O A BB o B 3G B R AR BRI
() SR A TR 52 A 0 > B T 1) R T B R ) B SR B AR R 5 M
PRAE(ELAY TR 5 B AR ) 7 SE TR BT 00 A BEUIBL o A B 0 s B B 4
PR A B A B S I A R B | B Y BRAR - 91 G B L B R B T
LB BB i B B Rk R SR - B S R AR X 2 o0 > MR 2 KR
{14 i B e R 52 B BRI o R AR 3 i ) A A ) B B o e i 1 AR 1
ORISR B A AR L > AR AT IROR SN s s B
WA 5 M Bl HRL A A% 19 PR L (Cooper, 2008; Christians, 2005, 2008) ©

% [ it 4K AW #5175 & (American Society of Newspaper Editors > f %
ASNE) #$8i » R HACH M A A NGO N g EE > MR EC TN E
14 Ji DR #R R A SR B DI BRAR - L8 WA A K 2 I 1 0 S R D~ iR
B 2= PR - R IERESUAS AR ~ M BRI ARERL - R A
T DA R AN B B AR B8 (1 38 (Lambeth, 1998) » £ 18 [ o 2 [ ]
HEF A B HE & 1R 2013 S A A e i Gt & AR &) 38 8 > RARE
[0 M RT3 | B0 N5 AT B4R 2002 4F 53.8% | THEI 2013 4E 14 58.6% o F 47
SR ACHT M T AU B AT/ FL3RTE 2001 4E £ 2013 4E (R 518 2 - H 2%
T AL T 45 A A 2001 4E 119 62.9% [ 5] 2013 4 1 44.6% > A AT
#£25.5% (2001 4F) F+ 2 45.1% (2013 4F) (i R3S » 2013457 A5%) -

FHOTH > A FRRR T W 2 G YRR RO AT BRI A
A SR AR RO R B IR W BUAR R R 2 > B B T HEAE
RELARFAERCAT > MR BAHBZ U R BT SR 45 > #2 0 ¥E
FH % 5 R U A SE AT RG> SR S EE S E T H B AR E N
%% (Cooper, 2008; Forst, 2000; Good, 2003 ) ; 3 B #7122 W A4 1 i 2
PLEAAREEMNEE - R ZIEEET SERNGEEEEMZ K
ff o 5z RGEERMEEA MR > 2R %S e R Y 5L e
A AN BE A R A W] T A B BICAE o SR A BE AL EE 2 B MR R AR e
HI > (HORF R RO EE 5 TAES T LA 3 BT ~ M6 (Richard, 2009;
Wilkins & Christians, 2009) 5 #f 7% 57 5% Bl [ 9 R S LA & F e TAE
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HHCOCEB O AMIE > F 8RR 5 08I R 8 AT 78k BT A
T EAT > 42% R AR5 B T4 C 8K & 2L (Paulson, 2002) °

B AT > ROARE A IR A > T AN B ER A £
M RE 75 AT A TL RS B B AT T B B R Pk o 8 4E ) b 3% > M3
iy 31 (B804 TR 500 B R P B8 1Y) > R TR BEE AR > A 3 A0 1)y 2
HERIRZ RGN » A R Am BRI SCAR N2 > [A] IRE LB TR 1 | A e R
T 0 08 014 LI A 8 R i 2B LS B ) (B AT K - R B g B DR AR
BRI A B B A T KB B R & > ARWFSERE 4 > BRSRTEVE J7 UMK
AT DL B R AR S A B A e B BE S IR TR B 1Y - IR A AR
Hby B A R BE A R 09 FE M A R AR B S & 1 R e 37 3] A
BN R B I B LR > R — b
BT R o

A8 A A4 P2 380, S 37 ) 4y 72

A3 A B BRI A E R 2 A A RIREE RN
75 e A B I [ 0 87 i 5 (RO v > R M SR R R K BLEL
] 5 1Y B UE DR Ot g IR N S5 [ I A 9 i B8ORS R R S a AR [A] o
Hindery (2005) $5 t > 45 A BE 4R 5T 3 REBR T8 ~ AHBHRRRE > ok
A 3R] B AR A1 N S UL ) R B S S5 AR o Christians 55 (2001) %2 83 £
S H A S ER o i L A A R R T B A A - A e R
)2 7%~ B AL & Sk > Christians (2003, 2008) 3f i — 45 45
th o S5 () i ) S o N R S [t T S S B A RS R (]
3 A B0E 3 B B S 0 SR o R 5 R Y A R A L BT
FoeHE B RHE MK - B8 H BB 1) /e FEE] > Christians (2008) 58
AR L] DAG B i s AL B 2 on UL i AR 3 32 36 ) R4 - Lo g A
- Ay P 2 A i A 1 [ 228 | sl [ 48 ¥ 338 | (Christians, 2008) ©

BTN 5% 3 8 5 hE 3= 2% sl pE 36 3 28 Ak B 2% fnfo] i P LD RE > S
AW NS ST A BE RO FI BT - N EAE MG SAS —  WRARAE AR
TN MIEE - (E25 5 (E ) fOE R A 84 > ez i R N
RS s BN PR BOE M B B8 4% o PGSt R AL &2
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40587 M 22 3 Curran (2005) fE 8 78 R F AL & 10 A A L) BE > 5l John
Keane (2005, p. 106) & 4> 2K BUIA #3  77 Bl 2> RoAt & 09 BE & 3 5B 1
B> A 4 R AEAE — M R BRIL [FEAE AL e BT > B R A
(4% CME(E 5 T Lambeth (1998, 2000) Al Sissela Bok (1995) i {i; B % £
F R DAL A 25 B R EERE 2 > 58 2% A A6 4 3 T ) SR A L ]
(B2 3 3L ] R 35 AIE R 8 R i T 3 58 A R R S AR N E
IR FEHs > A BB AR VR 3  ATE) > PR 3 e A s
B 465 SR E ) - R AR A 2 ) ) & 45 R (Plaisance, et al., 2012) o

[FR S = 2 | SR R A T R A S BRI A BB R TR A SC
b~ RHE AL € v] AR LA RS R R A B > R G LSRR
SERI s TAREE 32 28 ) A0 A BRG4GB 0 RE R 3L B L2 DR R IR S22 S AL
R ZEAS 55 1 47 > W% Elliott (1988, 2007) = 95 ff BE il SR 2 /> =AY E A
B8535 H A9 LE 178 72 A2 2% (Christians, 2008) o {EL o] S5 3 A 1) F1 25
HEATH B > e oAt g A AR A AL I R BBkt g K2
N Rl 55 FO &5 R G ROE A 2 BORE - U AR R L2 —fEIs &
Je— At G SRS B RES  RUAR S 3R A A& R AL B R R
OB F) B (Christians, 2005) ©

fz o [ 38 3 2 ] 5 a0 A A FL I ARBR B > si i — 4R > — Ea
o (T [R] S 28 TR AR o % 2t R A A R R A B A
BEFAZNE > MAERH W TAENEREE o NI R
IRp e EL A b (altruistic) 1 H 38 F 2% & (Merrill, 1996) -

WEB TR E > Wilkins (2010) 45 21| 538 1) BB <7 HIR B84 o > B8
S5 AN HE A2 H T AR TR 2 I S AT B SRS > FE i A 1) ffe BRI T
WEEC IR AL EHS A48 51 7 8t > BUAMEREMERAT L 18R > ANMEE e [y
PSS > o S AR AR S B B R B R M AR A e
B B AT B ] B R B AR 22+ Callahan (2003) 555 S04 P Y 8 2%
JRE 2% ] ) L AR T > VAR A B B O KRR T R 9 L L T B T R
SR A9 0 BEUR BB BLR SE (p. 3) 5 Elliott (1986) ~ Larson (1977) Fl Cooper
(2008 ) F 57 el A ZHLAR A6 09 BE 15 1 40 2 BR T FBEEL N 25 2 8L > HT# X
AR 55 B A0 w00 A AR D A s 36/ BT B L A B - Yao Fl
Eigenmann (2013) 5% frr R0 5E #fe 7 B SO I BRAR S B > LAEE Al
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H) SEATIO R > ZEMEHIAT (9 A 21 H ) AT —WATHI - 32 84 BLiE ka8
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i e R B P TE R R B DA S Bt B B B O AR - (AT R Ui
W) o ASYHIEFE RN H R 1,025 A > LL95% 2 A5 Lok #efhst » fco K AT RERE
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PATR S A DT B R RS > GRS B R 1 - B A
AT~ BROPE A BELABL ~ BRA A IR A 1A 25 A BB LA B R A 8 ) ¢ 5 ff
PR R IR TT K

L 55 B

AR S A B ~ FRAR DA B 48 i [ L B8 20 Il R 9% > TR AT I oK
B NS R 7 B 0 NG D SR 1 R 6 B BRIEOR
I o BT ERERH Y B 5 5 BRI B AR > A L i oF
Fe A0 ) 4 SE B o Atkin (1994) F1 Brooks £ Kropp (1994) {4 5% 55 i i/
g B R A AR ] - EL b SRR IR B A e 5 TR A K R ERE AL A 1
& > 7E1998 ~ 2003 ~ 2008 4F 4y fii HI LA~ 7 et il sz i o OB E s
W > FE AT R DA T B RO 3B 2 AR BT 2 LR
AR E P B0E 3.80 - BHURF- A IRF [H] £ 30-59 43§ > 1R HEZE
1.60 o R AGH {5 F DA TEg A8 K38 2 A HRAR 2 IRl - A5k
MIE > P8R 1.44 > PRI RF AN/ - FEUEZE 1.76 o 498%
B A DA TR R I8 ROF3E 2 AR B 2 5 > A7 80l e
W SR 1.33 > BRSPS B E I RN 20 A0 i 5 AEMESE 174 0 AR
RETE AR SEAE 2y A TR > B s R A IR a2 -

IL BEAH T

R BB 7 B A5 AF R ) Coooper (2008) A5 Y f ) 75 2 » Sif 23l
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