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Does the Great Firewall Really Isolate the Chinese?
Integrating Access Blockage with Cultural Factors
to Explain Web User Behavior

Harsh TANEJA, Angela Xiao WU

Abstract

The dominant understanding of Internet censorship posits that blocking
access to foreign-based websites creates isolated communities of Internet users.
We question this discourse for its assumption that if given access people would
use all websites. We develop a conceptual framework that integrates access
blockage with social structures to explain web users’ choices, and argue that
users visit websites they find culturally proximate and access blockage matters
only when such sites are blocked. We examine the case of China, where online
blockage is notoriously comprehensive, and compare Chinese web usage
patterns with those elsewhere. Analyzing audience traffic among the 1,000 most
visited websites, we find that websites cluster according to language and
geography. Chinese websites constitute one cluster, which resembles other such
geo-linguistic clusters in terms of both its composition and degree of isolation.
Our sociological investigation reveals a greater role of cultural proximity than
access blockage in explaining online behaviors.
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B N2 N R 2% ) o TE N 3R A O R 0 [R] IR o o B R
R T B b 58 1% 4 4 Bl s PN 9 R A5 B 487 (Harwit & Clark, 2001;
Zhang, 2006) o "B H 4 19 PR DL 8 BOE R AR TRAE 2012 4F IS
R 5.64145 o [F] P A 4 0 B 1 2 31 268 5 (CNNIC » Sint R 2) o
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HHRER M E SR A + B AT 6 - [FRF A e 5 S E R A Ak s A 4
B A N B & 3 PT A AAM 58 A E AL el s e A1 (L e A
75 > 2 H Jacob, 2012) Ff& k5 #7514 /15 (Faris & Villeneuve, 2008; Bamman,
Brendan, & Smith, 2012) {483k SREUATE) o 25230 A% BR A B A EUG
Ml FAFEREMGIPOAR > SAEEEMIEBUAMR JEEF
FHHEAEEER RN A7 - st » 76 m A& 2= H - 4
RIS DA AR A b AR DUREE ) Oy AR R B sl >
DL R BIE iR 4 N 25 1) T SRR L 8 Rt o BeAh > At tho ) R AL 2R I
B B BOA YL - 6 R4 00 4% 3% 8 5% 80 H A4k v S e R
75 - B M A B A AR A EAENEEHE
(MacKinnon, 2008; Marolt, 2011; Meng, 2011; Xiao, 2011; Yang, 2009) -
r B 1Y M A 7 A AL S - R B R R A R A s D
ot 3 B 52 A ik R D) AP 4 5k ) R R (access blockage) o BRI —IH A
RRAEMNIME > BT EREH > 9 B84 78 2 sk E 18 K5 B W i g
T IE 84— o B T HESBIBIRE R B AR B INES - B0 5880 I L
BAFMETT A REE > RMER(E SRR E 2B H
FLRER)BE ] (MacKinnon, 2009) o & SC & 21 1 48 3k 2 2R 78T 6
AR FAT A 28 BN E R BB - BMfided N B &M T K
B EBEH > AEE T AR S Esm B ] - b
1B 5% A0, ke o L A AR SESAH 3 B > — O T A R T DA O
TR PE AT S 80 > [R] IR O b0 B ) B B > DA Hh 7 BUOR (Hassid, 20125
MacKinnon, 2011; Zheng, 2007) - —IA#T BRI AF FLH/R > Bl s & 7 =X
FEEMBRACL B A THE B - s At e @) B | W5 o BB
JNF AT 1 o A R 9 25 22 (Kling, Pan, & Roberts, 2013) ©
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SHTERENY > A hr B - SORIEE S [ — MR 015 B | 5 2 ek 5 4
HEAT YL E PE R B2 (Clinton » 5] ] B MacKinnon, 2011, p. 32)  7£ 4 K
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BRAY AT 2 Bz 09 D - 8 R R RS A s ER T — MR - R R
il BORE RO B 8H > r ] ELIH A 2 B AR A A THE S B AERE O S 2 R B8 (Chao &
Worthen, 2010; Mueller, 2011) o
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JE - AN D BR ARG BIF 5 F A A AR T B R AR A0 e L 3 AR AT
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2011) o AnSRFRAM 20 B A 472 72 4 IRORAEAT DL B i B4R IO S B T el
FET Aty > TR J 5 St 5 R 3 v (2] A4 )80 B O A AL B o
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A — T B 3 T 3 0 15 A0 ] s 2B A0 JEUAR U A SRR I K A
FE > S DL vA B 5 e AR Rl At [ (B A A ) A BRI A RS o
JEE AL E TR FARE > SRR BB R E AR
o> 2T A B A R [0 R SR D AR B K Ve — BRIy
JIT 475 8 () £ €5, (Abramitzky & Sin, 2010) o gL » GFW 2| JE7E £ K%
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I 7 5% & f& (Nordenstreng, 2011; Tsui, 2008) o #z #T 19 it F PEWF 5T 35
B when A R PG S Bt 0 BRI S
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