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Research Article

New National Image or New Cultural Building?
Media Reports on First Lady Liyuan Peng—
Between Support and Spokesperson Frames

Hongyan LI, Biyao LIU

Abstract

Since Liyuan Peng was thrust onto the world diplomatic stage, her stylish
appearance has attracted the attention of the media both at home and abroad.
The official Chinese media, Xinhua Agency, called her the First Lady in 2012
and ushered in a new era in the relationship between the central government
and its citizens. In its news coverage, Xinhua Agency has featured information
about the family life and personal experience of Jinping Xi and his wife Liyuan
Peng. Contrary to the established frames used in covering First Ladies in
Western countries, the frames used by the Chinese media covering Liyuan Peng
are mainly two-fold: in a supportive role and as a spokesperson. An analysis of
the first frame portrays Xi and Peng as tending to cooperate with each other for
image improvement while the spokesperson frame shows the media’s
inclination toward associating the personal image of Jinping Xi and Liyuan
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Agricultural University (Beijing). Research interests: relationship between rural
migrant workers and media, communication and social change, rural communication
and online political communication

Biyao Liu (M.A.) Editor of People’s Daily online, Beijing. Research interests:
media and social change.



188

Communication & Society, 34 (2015)

Peng with the national image. These two frames are concerned with the
building of a new national image and new cultural ideologies.

Keywords: first lady, spokesperson frames, supportive roles, new cultural
construction, new national image
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