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Broadcasting Foreign TV News Between Control
and Plurality: The Case of Singapore

XU Xiaoge

Abstract

Television news in Singapore has been largely redundant due to govern-
ment’s multilingualism and nation building efforts as well as its heavy control.
But with increasing globalization and diversification of its population, have
such duplication and redundancy been changed at least in foreign TV news
coverage? Through a comparative content analysis of foreign TV news
coverage by an English-language channel and a Chinese-language channel over
one constructed month, this study examined foreign TV news flow, topics and
enhancements. The results show that both channels provide more or less the
same amount of foreign TV news while differing in terms of which country or
region the stories originated from. When it comes to topics covered by both
channels, they do not differ too much from each other. What sets them apart,
however, is their emphasis. English-language channels emphasizes coverage of
sports while Chinese-language channels emphasize reports of internal politics
in a foreign country. The examination of broadcast enhancements shows that
the Chinese channel tends to use far more pictures and texts than its English
counterpart. The results show that as long as they do not touch on sensitive
topics such as politics, religions, racial or cultural issues, different language
channels can differ in news flow direction, topical emphasis and broadcast
enhancements.

Keywords: foreign TV news, news flow, topics, broadcast enhancements
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A% o T P IS B A B I ) e R AT TR R v B K
(147 M (Schramm, 1964) o 2| T AR /N A4EAH) - BiG BIZFRSC
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& Zillmann, 1991; Behnke & Miller, 1992) ~ J& 4% fl 55 5 (Buss, Terry,
Hofstetter & Richard, 1977; Housel, 1984) ~ %5 & % 5 (Zillmann, Gibson,
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(1) B AR 2 AN ) IRF A — KK o HZ - TR0 IGE 0T [ A i R e AR |2
FH R BT [ 0T [ R Py 52 30 R A2 9 SO R B AR o BRI > FRE R
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EARLET H Al 7850 A A BRI 2 % B B RS2 IR o

FAMAE 2009 4F- 1 H 20 H 12009 4F- 3 A 29 H HA [ 4 B w48 2 1A 43 7l
AR D TE A PR B AR b Sk B 0 VU B e A I ] (DB ARE I b JUIRE
M R EERE AR A M TR ) #0992 B E M (461 EBEK
BEEBAEAE AN 531 R [ HETEAEAE) o TR N M ak TR T 2RI
SRR O I5 /N | I 8 B0 2 A3 A A S B FLARAIS S o A4 INAE
Sy HTHR AR B S0 5 DI HEAT A0 AT o FRAMHE 10% H ] 23 Rl 2 T 46 i
o EUHE T TR 53 4 2 G A B [ I 3 L Bl ) B I IR A BT Ak
H (W~ A 04GR 58 F35) AT TR B 2 A5 E (Holsd
formula) M5t o PIEAE A - A5 B 2 M A(E BE 70 Al & 85% (S s 4HE)
H184% (HEFEAHIE) o
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(27.4%) > F# (20.7%) > DA 51 (32.9%) » & K Fl (21.4%) > I
(34.6%) > #H T (26.3%) » & (13.7%) » £ (27.4%) - R TAHH
%1 128 9% 5 A5 P T B R 8 40% o TEIE Se R R 3 BNy BEAE = A
(45.1%) > PEAEIR J (65.4%) FFEEL (46%) 2 1% o MESR HIEHEILZ B
L2 BT M0 38 (80 4 T 9 AT B el R R S [ 5 A TR ) ) IR R A
MM EREK -

T3 Ve % A R O R N R AT R R R S [ AT I
A o HIHT N A S A AR 8 E O D R B IR T 461 BRI - H
221 M S B % R AR T P o A AR 47.9% > T I A TE BB B BI A 240
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BRI AARK A [ 03] o D& R SHIE T2 R e B Sl B ZE O ) - T 2
PR I 20 R A 2l I 2 A e ) 9 )

A= EBREE AT B I ¢ FE R A SR AR <
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