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Communication Forum

Where to Go, How to Spread, and What to Root:
The Prospects and Development of Chinese
Communication Studies

Lai XU, Yu HUANG

Abstract

In the information age, the construction, transformation, and development
of Chinese communication studies have become urgent tasks of all Chinese
communication scholars. Because the growth of communication scholarship is
closely related to the development of communication journals, it is a principal
issue for the editors of academic journals. To mark the 10" anniversary of
Communication and Society, eleven editors of major Chinese communication
journals came together to discuss ways to develop Chinese communication
studies and to enhance the quality of the journals. Consensus was reached in
answering the questions, “where to go?” “how to spread?” and “what to root” in
Chinese communication studies. The editors emphasized embracing new media
platforms, and social science—cum-humanistic approaches in communication
research. They also called for encouraging Chinese communication scholars to
pursue their research agendas based on cultural and societal conditions and to
focus on indigenous communication practices, processes, and patterns to develop
dynamic Chinese communication scholarship.

Lai XU (Lecturer). School of Journalism and Communication, Guangzhou
University. Research interests: political communication, rhetoric.

Yu HUANG (Professor). School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist
University. Research interests: media performance, political economy of media and
communication.
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