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Special Issue Article

Symbol Carrier and Consensus Mobilization in
the Era of Image Communication:
A Comprehensive Analysis of Nine Ribbon Actions

Xiaoan GUO, Shaoting YANG

Abstract

In recent years, colored ribbons as symbol carriers have gradually
increased in collective actions, appearing constantly as objects, images,
languages, and collection texts. Above mentioned phenomenon has been
interwoven with various functions, such as the group shaping, visual
persuasion, emotional mobilization and etc., which are caused by the
connection of ribbon and color. After a comprehensive analysis of the nine
ribbon actions, it was found that the metaphors manufactured by the collocation
of color and ribbon in collective action not only has cultural conventionality,
but also has a certain degree of variability because of the different context,
political opportunity structure and cognitive schema. As a tool for visual
persuasion and emotional mobilization, ribbons are frequently applied in the
field of consensus social movement in China, with characteristics of public
welfare, morality and altruistic. Although a small number of ribbon actions are
used in the field of social protest, they have certain obvious industrial and
regional characteristics. Although this kind of movement can obtain a certain
political discourse space to achieve online and offline linkage, the visual
symbols used in the ribbon actions cannot directly display scars and pains,
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which have caused difficulties for the viewers to decode to a certain extent,
affecting the depth and breadth of mobilization. Essentially, it is a strategic
trade-off among identity restraint, self-protection, and group expression under a
specific political opportunity structure.

Keywords: image communication, symbol carrier, consensus mobilization,
ribbon action
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SR BIAE 20 T AL 70 A58 B A CBAE B8 RS #3AT) (Tie a Yellow
Ribbon round the Old Oak Tree) o & — Y IE 3 5525 47 B 45 £ 7E 1979 4F
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B R A 7 ¥ 2 LR 9 1 R AL 5% 75 17 B (Moore, 2008; Sulik, 2011) ©
2004 4F PU P B EUEEAT AR B SN R RV B B
[ 1R R AT 2 | B (3B 1 Al | ) SR AR AR A 3 SCAb - VE A 20 it sk Al
MIRFSE > ARAF L A TG 4080 B R > mT DAL BLE (O R 1F ~ IS B 551G 4
(Larsen, 1994) o #4547 8) HH BIAE VG r 4t & i sE 24830 > [ER A4
HEAT 8 b — il DUARAS B RO ST Ab o SR > rp B R e B Y SR A T B T
Fe > BHERTRVE S AT EN AT IR R A B S el 4% 5 | SRR TR
B MAREST RGP ER o It - AU B 60 #71F
T8 > &SSP G i AH B B e 20 B 48205 45 58 SO BR A B i SRR
T~ TR AR EIRRRESE > BT ) B AR > DIt AE K
P 4574 T 1) AR i 5 o B R B R R R B b B T A S B B
PR —FEHT 0 R REAESE o



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2019). Published by: The Chinese University Press
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

EREFERANFRBBELETY E—H AR HFTH] N

3y 3
NEF P B R G A AL

FhE SCF LRI G~ B0 R R R A A B AT
WA ToeAF 9% | HAL o B AL I DA A Y 327 52 5 1 sl ] 288 468 7 7. — {fal
PLR A A8 77 30 2 A BB I AR e AROR BRI O (S84
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TE 2 — o S SR B I R BB R B i e o

20 AL DARE > BEE B BN - BOE B R R > ABSUERIEE
— 35 A5 A W T 15§ 7 | (pictorial turn) (CKBXHT > 2006 : 3) B [ &
1AL 1 | graphlc revolution) (Boorstin, 1992, p. 13) » B 2 #E A [ [E {5
fLAEAF DIRAE (B BE > 2012) - RRENMIARHF LRI > BSCFINAAHLE
NFE KBS o 5= 7% B B s PR B A K (Gazzaniga, 1998, p. 89) o [E] {5 Bk
FOCF I TR 98 L AL FRAM R A8 — B S A B RE 5 SC R R

FFE - WAL B L AE AR A R 1Y BB Z (Graber, 1988,
p. 174) o FREHE AR » [ 1B G AR R — o ] 45 AR 114 8 5% A 4
HENR - B2 P8 R 52 5 5 S0k £ F (the dominant) [1)TE RE (JE1#& >
2008 : 4) > B A AR 5 ST A B sOH A E R TR [ RS R
L EREREY) | GEERE > 2008 : 10) °

BRI - ER AR ES [k T - [sBlkg ]~ THE O
F I FH L5018 TRBCEZE AR > 58U Heidegger (1950) 1Y
T & 1% (weltbild) ~ Debord (1967) ) 54 (spectacle) ~ Foucault (1977) H
Bentham ) [B] £ 2k (panoption) fr | i A A5 (surveilance) ~ Metz (1975)
(45 B (scopic regime) ~ Jay (1993) f45 48 H.0» F 5% (ocularcentrism)
Virilio (1994) W25 (vision machine) o
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R ARG KE RSB AR AR - A ERE SR A
By ~ 1 EE) B 1B - Delicath 8 Deluca (2003) B H T
[l (5 A L PO RES > F DAFS AR IR L 48 iy fil 450 A5 5 Bl 1) 2 e s 4 o
A& B 22 1Y) B 5 B A B U U S AL AT SR ) & (SR AE > 2010
Hansen, 2016; Doerr & Teune, 2012) » E.#% 1 55 8 5+ [E 1% (Mitchell, 2005;
Mirzoeff, 2005) ~ B {5 S 19 F 15 BLHE 2 (Howard & Hoffman, 2013)
A € 488 %)y = (1) 2 2 (Burke, 2001) ~ ¥ # (Doerr & Teune, 2012; Bonnell,
1999) ~ Al 1 5 (Adams, 2002; Kopper, 2014) ~ § 1% (Hahn, 2016) F
AY4& K4t (internet meme) (Shifman, 2013; Mina, 2014; Gerbaudo, 2015) ©

] 15 A £ — R AL A AT 95 - 4 8 2 BT B M 2R 4H 38 (counter-
public sphere) (Dahlberg, 2007) ) £ 4 - H A & 58 & W A0 1% 2 8) B )
AE o PLAE AT 95 AT DATE B O v RS 9 2 Y 1% SR I I (3R BT E > 2003 -
70) > A F BRI 2R B A TAE MK ST RE 78055 1Y 18 R GE 5 > DUASIR] i &
ey 20 B M R BLES 5 S EE ] (B3 > 2011 < 255) - ReAIDLIE
5 1 M Y 7 AR A 2 AR MRk o A [T | TR e I
(G HE 4T | 00 (B30 18 22 ) TV B O B B L B0 > 2 A 10 kA Bt
L] R A BEAE — 8 > NSy 52 AR R TE RE S 1510 1 98 2 B 5 (Bt
£ 2007) o F > BT IR R4 e B B FACE R A OE
o RIS B LS AL B9 FF 85 3R SR A 52 A B B RN B T 53 )
i | (visual persuasion) FJZEE (Blair, 2004, p. 43) » fEMmzER| [ 1728 5 |
(visual mobilization) Z H /Y °
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Ay LA P VR 2 S B R 0 22 RSB R o 2 7 52 (2001 < 41)
AR [ H 8 A 3 B2 ELA A9 2541 (the art of making do) | » 7ERE#EAT
B At g b SR E RIS B B AT R A
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A5 A Y - (Ibrahim, 2009) > BE T (Robinson, 2016; Ahmed, 2014) >
If] H (Gerbaudo, 2017; Riisgaard & Thomassen, 2016; Ruiz, 2013) » iz
4~ HGBBE (Liao, 2010) S5 SR #i 7 SEREAT ) ~ +L & H) 1Y AL
PER AT THFR -

ERAEBUA EE R A RN SRR G > 2004 : 3) - BEAIAT
RARBUAHE > LR 5 88T - B QR A BBl T R4k griE
) bR SR ) — 8 B 7 1 (Meeluccd, 1989, p. 208) o (A% & —ff
HMEEENEE —BEETHMERIN I > A g @ et
B H - HE 2 & 2 (0 B 09 Bl A0 B H A B{E (Chester & Welsh,
2004) - A Bl BE R AR > PR EORE S (Sawer, 2007) o FF B B W
& R B IBUA & 7 W BE 2 IRE R AN 22 ) s AL A TR TR > EA S
b E M ASHE E M (Fine et al., 1998) o BlA it B OB B IF 7T T B 4L
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BURETE AR Y [ RO i fr | DAAS[A] R BAE M 2 A nb AR Bl S e it
AR B) 19 F7 B (Lane, 2009) » B (5 iy 1) 2 BLE K8 {5 ] T Gene
Sharp {f¢ % # 2| & &) (From Dictatorship to Democracy) — & JT 2 H
LR HZ T o Sharp (2003, p. 60) FE 7 R B PEEL (symbolic challenge)
TEAL g E P FERBIAERAEREERN I RTE  5F
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19 ] o Pershing B Yocom (1996) it B 52 £ 3£ 35 if 655 Bl 5 401 ] 5 [ e A
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2015 4FER @ R R AE SR AT AT BONE 1~ Be s e A M 7B R > 9% B I A
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F14) S JE A Y T — B IR R —— — {181 o AU B I S0 100 B A e
B B R B o S —IRIE R AR T B B AR AE 1979 AR RN
fE M TR b > 3% [ 1 S AT K o B e A 9 > 52 4 (i AR AN B g
M > NHE 22— 3T Penne Laingen 52 & %t it 47 K i 1) RICEE > 7E 52 #4448
BT MR AR > BEE B RO HOE o 51 AR AL > 422K > Laingen
T H AN B RN > AR T REEB A ATE /N (Family Liaison
Action Group) » W& % /N AT > ZETIEIESS - B BT A
5 1y A AL B S 4475 478 (Parsons, 1991) o f&— 1 EEIA T AT
RS > BB HE AR AT 2y > 51 B IR IR 4% Bl AR MR R AR 2 BE RS R
[i] B R 3R 7 S > AR DAAS[R] A (1 R KRB AR s SR AT B v — S D
#aA B 0 19 324 (ribboncentric culture) » 3l FEA% 48 1 4T & B B A BT
A AL TR A > 8 — TN B RG hn 2E ARAE AT DA S RS S R
PE o TR AR S AW T2 A 1 A R 2 U BUTE S e o
Rl R [ IR M T A J B B AR SE | > 2004 4F J5 7 B 2V JE 8 A%
FRAAE AT A P SR A4S ) R Pl 2 J2 2% > BBAR VO P17 BB s 17 22
AR RIBAATE S TR E IR EA E R e s HEEE
IR LA S TR RATBRAN = 0 & WA\ TE 2005 4 i BU8
FESGE ~ 11 R L% 11 JH 47 A Je (38 JEI 1) (Charlie Hebdo) He %2 = {1
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