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Abstract

As one of the most influential forms of media in people’s lives, mobile
phones have bridged the widest communication gap in modern society.
However, concerning the study of interaction between new media and minority
culture, researchers have not presented a thorough and systematic analysis of
media users’ different social environments, economic positions, cultural
differences, and the relationships that derive from special society schemes.
Taking Hani village in Qingkou, China as a point of reference, this essay
depicts the development and spread of telephones in the last five years.

The author found that great change has impacted Hani village, both in the
development of the community and its communication with the outside world.
Thus, continual trade contact and efficient communication methods are
penetrating the remote and closed minority-dominated village. With this in
mind, the unique context of Hani’s situation, forming as a result of the
villagers’ telephone use, can be discussed. Such conditions, with their
complexity and diversity in usage, make the mobile phones a mirror to reflect
different social activities and cultural expressions. The study of mobile media
in a traditional minority village can provide an instructive case analysis for
indigenous usage research, accompanied by media variations exploration
among different societies, economies, and cultures.
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