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Abstract

Social movements in contemporary China are unconventional and marginal
political struggles with possibilities and spaces for multiple interpretations in
discourse practice. This paper uses the Xiamen’s “walking” event as a case
study. From the perspective of theory of political recognition, we discuss the
discourse order and politics of representation in this environmental risk
movement. Study shows that conflicts and diversities appeared in local media
regarding the positions, discourses, and ideologies on the construction of the
“walking” event. The local media in Xiamen, in assuming its advocacy role,
belittles its objectives and significance. The network media is meant to open up
an alternative space tit for tat. Some non-local and market-oriented media used
strategic narratives and local imagination of “civil society” to dispel the
negative political labels of official discourse and recreate the subject image of
public participants and the meaning of the “walking” event. This challenges the
dominant ideology and temporarily creates a new order of discourse. This paper
points out that Xiamen’s “walking” event and the official discourse are a
synthesis of power relations of “bad recognition” and “bad distribution.” The
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discourse practice of public participants and non-local media is a political
struggle for recognition. Its core lies in the struggle for legitimacy, the
recognition of civil rights, and equal social participation.
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