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A Cultural and Gender Implications Study of
Negotiating Betrothal Money/Gift Situations
in Contemporary Taiwanese Society:

A Cultural Performance Observation

for Hakka People in Miaoli County

Tsui-Sung WU, I-Ching LO, Lo-Shui CHEN

Abstract

This study, drawing on Goffman’s dramaturgical approach and the face and
favor theory of indigenous Taiwanese psychology, aimed to explore the cultural
and gender implications for the situation of negotiating the betrothal money/gift
of Hakka people in Miaoli Country in contemporary Taiwanese society.

In this study, we chose one situation of negotiating a betrothal money/gift
in which all the participants are Hakka to be the observation field and
interviewed all the participants subsequent to the event.
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The research results revealed that the entire negotiating process was
extremely circuitous. Both parents rarely engaged in direct dialogue, with the
negotiations for betrothal money amount being carried out mainly by the
matchmakers. The groom and bride’s fathers did not express much opinion in
this situation, and the final right decision for the amount of betrothal money
was determined by the bride’s family.

There are several cultural and gender features in the situation of negotiating
a betrothal money/gift among the Hakka in contemporary Taiwanese society.
Firstly, males and elders have the priority in this event. The better seats for
negotiating are occupied by males and elders. Secondly, the bride’s parents
usually have the right to decide, because the groom’s parents’ proposal of
betrothal money was subject to the consent of the bride’s parents. Thirdly, the
fathers of the bride and groom usually did not express any opinion about the
amount of the betrothal money

From the research results, we found that the patriarchal value system
continued to exert a deeply influence on all participants in this event. For both
sets of parents, the bride’s rights were also transferred to her husband’s family
through the bride price charged and the where the wedding was held. But since
the concept of gender equality is extremely popular in contemporary Taiwanese
society, the bride’s parents were worried about their behavior in accepting
betrothal money being labeled as an act of “selling the daughter,” especially for
the bride’s father.

This is because, in traditional Chinese society, the role of “father” is to be
responsible for making money to be able to support his family, therefore the
behavior of accepting betrothal money will damage his male dignity. So the
bride’s father prefers to keep silent and defer to her mother to express an
opinion in this situation.

Keywords: betrothal money, dramaturgical approach, face and favor theory,
Hakka, gender implication
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codb B

ﬁﬁﬁﬁ}i

WRIERE > REEWA g » TR —B > BRI AT
BB HIE R o BRI AT BB - 4 R BLACEE 22 P i WS AR £ 1 2
(Anderson, 2007, p. 152) © %8 Sl i 4 A & FE 1 B UM G880 > (H = %0n]
B 73 B BT - RGBT IR R A 48 BB Y T 15t | (groom price) » A€ Hr
FRRE AT TR ) [ §4 43 ) (bride price) °

1E Murdock (1967 > §#5| H Anderson, 2007, p. 152) World Ethnographic
Atlas —F ™ > FEEk T 1,167 i AT TALAL & ISR Y > &R EEE > 18
BAE =02 TR e ARG 5 AR > BB AR B BRI 4% > £
BEXERRIN AN ER I

Horps R D BB O A AL g 2 — o AN O A
L B R R > Lo TR G R B B BRI o B e
B AT RO > I GRS < i S A IR A8 (Parish & Willis, 1993)

BN EGEET B IR T LS 2 R KK E > B R
BERR I R GAT 4G 20y OB R IR 25 B BR AR FE R O Y 4 B
S ERAORER] > M IF 55 Jr R BE B /K ME 5 ST 4 HE A O AE — e
[ X (Goody, 1973) ° BRIt Ah » WG SRR A LB EZ TR
FINECE - pln > — BRI A Z T LT RIS AR Y 4
RZ > — R R T AR M T AR SR B (E 4% (Dekker &
Hoogeveen, 2002; Mulder, 1995) -

A A B 48 > 50 A0 4 B 28 SEAR K - 1R A 2 AR AR A L AR A AT 3R
F| oI5t A H L B A M R BR A > DA JF I A% BRAAR A BR B O AL g
to FEUE AR AL g AL T B > ARG 2D R AL 5 TR
BA B O SRR SE R o e B DL P A 4y BB A AL e 1 B s ZUAR B 16tk
SR > AN H B RACH B W A B > BT R Y SR AR T 5 D) AH
i (Quale, 1988, 5| [ Anderson, 2007, p. 159) o

Ebrey (1993) HBF7E 88 8L » TE A BIRAC » Sy 3R THBLAERE ik nO 4L &
A7 > B A FRE e BB i 5O Ty 2l I A BB S i A
BEIE DL > B IR S8 BE S 450 RS 1) 2 AR AR - IO 5 i AL s RS T
DAMERE B B0 B S A -
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5 B R GO R R A T IS R RIS DR T AR Ay o) — Tl B
&I X (Goody, 1973) » R 6L £ G 36 4Q £ 1) B 2 0 55 A7 4 AR M
HEBAFTREA AN - 2 5 J2 1% 4 160 20 B - Botticini Fl Siow
(2003) RPARAS - TRl o RORER ~ BA PR BRI ] - A S B DI o

L, E A V5 AT AR 4% B B P A A R T RE R Y RS o BT BIS R A I R
M ESRKER > HEFUEE ML SET2Agms - HW
ML » REMARREEZY » EMEERE— R EE KM EURE )
()5 (Gies & Gies, 1989, p. 10) o

BIanTEEN B - A AN PG 79 B S5 E At g b > WA AEE ENE
£ > DA SR AR A B AH IR I M - RP7E T BELRR B C RIS 4 (Lambiri-
Dimaki, 1985, p. 173; Schneider, 1985, p. 83) ° 7£ 15 it fY Kipsigis i > H:
AT S BB RN A BAETEEN =02 —8 =52 —[H
(Mulder, 1988, p. 67) » 1 K 4t > 7 FF Y 1 [ JAE 2 81— 18 [ BR A=
S R RIS > BRI SE T (R ACH) mT AR A A8 AR ok (30 L 5) TR G %
W BhE > it E CR A (B4 - 2008 : 112) -

ZR T |~ TGt ) BLA gt e M RO BRE - — IR FT 888 - 14
L 78 DA77 B A 5 bt BT D i A 5 T Bt o BE B AEAE - RIS
U B B R M A5 A ) — RIS (Anderson, 2007, p. 155) ©

BN AE PG e HT -+ /A AL > SRR ASEE K EE 1Y B LU A 7t [0 48 02 3 i b
1% > WEBEIRE A T B AR AR ARSI R BR S AL
A AR T 55 RS 12 0K RE A ORS B 3 0 g b Y R SE RN T AR TR AR 0 IR
ol ) BETE A AET AR N ] IR 854 (Quiale, 1988, #5751 Anderson, 2007, p.
155) o [AIBRAY » f5 ot M 2 W 4 70 A B AG Ay - R EEAETER T -
FRF (14) F (30 L35 I — 1 5 4 A 4L & K7 85 )& (Ebrey, 1993) o

T3 BEPEVERN 0 A S > AT AT g > JLAS IR P At R
W WE DRSS E > hBESE ) e BREENE
Mo INEER—REZFZRIRD - MR > Gkt & - BB fe 4t e i
J ~ KU AR A A B — R — W A0 > IR A I 2 B BN AR
& (4T &5 E)) /EH (Anderson, 2007, p. 152) o f 41 > 7 s 12 LA FE
(0 FF O e o B P R R > TEAREE OS5 % DL Et e R —REFE
il (Goody, 1973) -
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WE 2 o IR W AR EE T RS K T B AT ) AR T R UL BT
WS 4 S AN O ) 2 i ) — () B AR o FER EMMRAL g > IR E KR
BN LW T EEEE JIRIE > B T IR EE R 55 B L
B BBl BT s K2 TEATEMEEMNALE > WS EE
FEEEEN > WG R T Lok B 1A% B s AR o

AR SR EME > B — B A RHURTL E R > A1
2™ Bl A MEE » &H Rl L B ERE (A > 2007) »
{EIE P HEAT B HTAC o B A & A A8 TR 20 B8 KV BRI B AR 38 8 -
JUHR 3 AR A R A I L i A A ) > ok Y b A7 BELRE R R R 4R
Tt o IRIBIREARE 788 > AR S BB MR ERE > fMBRE
DR R

15 I8 KE IR F BB A 3 0 R HE B A A 2013 4F 9 A A 1) &R BE
N B LA ET 5 NBORER N > ISR e N5
FA s MAER B RS > WPEATBbE EFTEE A 10145 [ A7 & 5o £
Mt EHR ] ERER - BB R LT SFHAETRNERTEREZ > R
T~ L PR AR H R D (HNBE AR AR RS > v Rl %
By SRR RGN > 2EE I IRFE R - o

BB B4 € &5 L R B AR TG R RE s . ROIAFFE B A
B OB B IE > i L B AR RE 2R W07 52 ORI o ASam 2 IS A% I A E - 48
ARRE -~ BIREATERE  EME B R MR E AR L R - & AL
€ WIS AR B s 24 RER (AT BCBE 5P - 2010 < 29-32) ©

1] 7 R 2 788 o ) P 2 T > RT3 P IR A B SR R A A T K
EIE > 40 R BEESA 2007 4F 12 A 2 B9 SR8 0 260 > BB IE A8 11 124
AR B - BUEERA B L IR E) > R
BB AP RER R (T ELBE E5TEE > 2010 = 30) ©

T SR T e | 2 S 9 5% SN 4 i IR A B 1A BT AR 45 ) BRL A e
AORER B > [ I5H | 2328 465 00T RIS B 1 58 JE O 48 40 B 0 — AT =1 B
oK > ME A T AR R > 5 L BT LT
F > AR EE 5 2 B Ty SRR AE SRR > A THE G | 048 A5 BR AT Ml RE B8 @ 45
ATREE Z o] 2 [ W4 JRN T it 36 58 Lo 88 Jy (R 3 3 A o] 2 B 7 3 r i
BRI [ 045 1N T It | SO o] i 34 2
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F A A (7] e A B, 358 ) A 1 7 > T i SUATT A L T B S P B e 3
122 Al 5k - Ay T I% ) R 2 SR AR > WIF I A DA T TE b Y 1 SRR AR
BERWE IR, B —5H L8 IS B B (6 & A&
HRHA) B A EER AN AR - MABIRES > WERFRT
TR B o T N (0 5 B AR T 20 R 8 A ) M — 25 T M T ) e
i~ T4 TR 5t TR0 B 3 7 3 BRI AL BT RS &5 1 SCA L R P A 3% -

ESLE SR > B AT SR A AN D REARES > 5
TeE AR HBOR BB HA Lo [F] B AT R T B2 AT IS > 7E T T PRI > R —
B 46 B 5 B AN IS 5 - RERSE JF o T AR WA AR > R o E iR ek
TR o B A B R WS RN &5 WS R AR A 1 e > ) O B B N 2
R B AT 75 A ]

T3 AN > W BIGHT 1Y) 8 A BLEEOR > HHALA Hb B S ARTR] > R 3E
N [ A, DR IR TR L T A AN /N 25 o DA B 2 9] > A BRI A Y R
A TS AR A IR I o AR Y S IR A — U0 R - 2B AR R Y
S (SRR AT TR B, —BRIEH) - AT
AR AR 36 AR i = i — 2B (36 AR R Fi 19 2 AR AR BB R ZE A R A AR
2> BRESREARER) > —ERJLHFERMEEEE (PS> 2011) >
A1 Re AR AT AS TR A 2SR o T 45 b ) L 88 R RS KA ] > 2013 4F 6
o 5 A A A B R e A 1 A SR SR — R [ T 8 [ ] ) 7 49
FE A Hd EIBEENEE S TEAREIN—ER > EEE
HIE 0 (TRE] ~ ARESE > 2013.06.05) o i /A 4% ik 44 BL 1 B S0 b AR
T > BB T IR AR 70 45 S /M 25 A A 3 A & -

WA B TR ] AR B 7 R R R ) I A - — B IS 18R 1R
4R > EEA RIS — LB AN R - (RUEPRAEBR (1996) 13555
RISEIE & W 00 & S 18 A WP B R B & 0 — A B IS S 81 S R 5T -
BB EE R L ABLET I o B AR - JORME (2004) BB ST 4
ik ik SRCARB IR > 3R 7 VP BORS 1o 18 7 S 1 A 5 56 — RIS P i
PRES T B > SRR A SRR O BRSSO IR B - BAL
7 (2003) A7 B ER 5T 3T 00155 11 1 Sy 2 PR 11 o JHL ) 708 JRE AR o

bR 5 K PR RE B I 5T 5 2 (32 B2 2 SRR 43 b BOER BE
BR) o TR AR R B AR AR R LB REACET o AW ST AT R A Y
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WFFIAE » EZ R SO R IS > il DA ) 7y =B 58 Bl a5 B
TR ) T A e A B 3 o

J& ¥ /Y HE & &£ E YR E Erving Goffman > Goffman (1959, pp. 15-16)
FRE > A R [E] Y B AR o R A A SR TR SR L T T K
W S BT 4 1) U > Sl — MR OR BT RR AN R B A L - TR A A KA
AR EHEIT A o RAGE K Bauman (1977, p. 11) #HEFEK S - —
FERE SRR > — M S T o URE R o W R R R
(communicative competence) ¥ J& 7 i 72 o Bauman (1977) 58 £ > J& i
B — MV 0O AT B o 4 R T AT A B 3R AM A SR AR RN
B> FRAM o2 3 Ay A T 1) 5 BT R B B MR R R A P R - Ta
TR o, — AR AR b Y 2 1 A 2 B B B BRI AR SO A S A v 45 DK
P2 B AR Y K o

N [ B | (cultural performance) A& Il /& Fi Milton Singer 75
1972 4Efr42 ) > Singer (1972, pp. 70-=71) 85 » H ¥ A2 1% 0945847 £ 6
WA R A B > fE — R RS AL e T R Y S EUS B - T LUE H
BERE 0 SCAb o FEMG > BTRE R SCIL R - B T B8 0 s 8 > anisgl
JRUH ~ A BESE WA T S HUR b AR R B A A e B
SAC BB R AT 2y o T2 T AR — {30 75 1 Ak > B ro o)A B2
e #% AL B S 8 A s B G F o JRED > BE7E 3 ez AT 82 ik 7%
BT T RS SCAL JRR VR 0 T g4 ) 5 [ 38l J A 2 2o A B o

ARSC[F] B B B - IR R A R H R AR TS AR R HRR
BLRZ SO 0 1P SR A B IR IR o I A SO R IEAT At 5 — UL
A - S A B R A B SCAb BRI TR o

WMEFEHEDTRE
9 77 ik

AR A SCHF T 2 S0 Ab B v E » Schieffelin (2005) $8H » BIEA
EYAR ¥ T e B B O sk B [ A RR A T N A A e
AR A Y T A R RE N o DR bZE (] — FEAE 400 g ~ =
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WA TH > IR BT « AAGT #k (Video-Tape) A
W BN R DTS - HATC A MO AN o R A B wl gk
A BN > GO AR SR ~ LB TE - REE BBLEE R R
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ANt P R SR AR AL 2 S ) B B AR Y B
Ty TR SEREGCER A0 H A - T ZEIR] R Sk A T ) o AR BIF T R
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B RBUNANH H BB RAR] BB RE o (502 AT AE R 2 A 85 B IEAE 47
flAc ek o B2 B EORRBL > 03RS Gl i aE SO > B0
T T RBIBEEE - REHE AT RERL— LM ER 2 e IR AR IR B C HOEA]
IERURE o By TS Bl E S I R - WE ST R A B AR eI PR R R
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R TT X EH -

T wl R > RMEADETE O 2 M 2 Wik - BLUE S
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R THA o
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LR - BEENRW AL TS M FEEER - KA B 2 5
H o BELL > BEFEEINEL A RCER R A o IR B A 22 B (G5 T AL
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R BRAM B 0 2 1 2 1 A T R O A S BB o 2 BT AR
PR, — 2R N R 2 TR A0 T H 8 AR 06 BB AR o ) A
FAZA SO kI 57 GRIERE R FEAR X > SURIEM A L@ rafk) ; &
LR R R - A B R AR TS AR RIS T —E R
MrHEZE o

FREFE . N NERH LG REA ST - AL
AEEA DENTERE > AEAMENEREACKHAG - & TR A
28 > TERF— U HRF > RTHE & i B s e @R OR A DURFRA
O%EE S INEAEERACHITA iR E AR RIS E
Iiﬁi%ﬂﬁﬂféﬂﬁﬁjé DIHAR L A AT AR BN T RIFE R

MRS 2 iR > 22 L H Y (Waksler, 1989) o

FEUL > [ H#) | (interaction) 48 (19 2 BE 1 5 H K5 > 0% 04T B 10 AR

S o iR IE AN T B E W S O R RS D ﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%"
i{ﬁﬂ’ﬂﬁiﬂ%ﬁﬁu s AR 2 i/ijL@Zﬁﬂi mRE (1992) 5B 5
P H R ARG B BB AR s A e B A DAAERE > 1 B Rk e
TR ECE > i B IRERE R > ERR TAL S BRMEAT -

15 2 1 ISR M 2 IR R Y SR R R TE Y £ 9% BB
F11 Burk 1) 5 B 3 1Y 5% 22 (Collins, 1986; Mitchell, 1978) o 7E < H #) =)
—HEo s mREEl TIREH S IR ERRABES L -
EREAE L B G A MR DR AN RS > AR
AT > 1 E B AR CBRR A T — RN~ AR AR RE K
(cult) » ZH% T8 Fakim— VI [ HE | > k= R sb B (E (5 & s at e Bl
#i (Collins, 1988) o

FHORERIHRE B B - A EEM Lt S > RN
B A ISR — e 2 3% o KRR > ARIERA > MifE
B Ay AT 5B | AR g Mok o RAES AN B 3o Ui - [ 3R
D MTEIK] (me) o ERAREA RGN B > B 5 M@
HRAFRGAG R B3 A RRNERER e - TR EMA
gomit et > A AT B AR Bt A REA @ - 4T
BLENALR > FTT RB s iy —RENEAR AT G R B AY 3 3 OKFE > 1995)
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ATHEIEARK > LR BRI JREBR L B RN A > DLW 5
B IR R Y 22 B At e kR 403 IR o 28 o

TEKPER) FaR b > BA 7 —MRIE W EZEAME - BB A
A AE T LAt A | (generalized others) o KAEEE A » 76 AR A R
TR 7 B AT 5E BB AR o188 R 15 B N A Ah e A K A
@R - e RE RS T o ML B g OREE > 1995) » Rk
SO E S A BE B SR b o g > FEBE B RUEEE > B A 2
TEM AR B2 NS ERIA (identity) » DL > 5w E AR S > 78
R IR IR > {8 B8 #00JE 5 AR B AS BT 5 1 A (0 A T A o

A Burke WBREIGR > B R R 2 BRI R BHES > A EEMNE
2 o Burke I 1B T2 ZLUR 197 0 B BIAE 890+ LR T HE FLRD A& — R 5%
B IS > A NAEAR HJR s » [ NESE 28K ] - Burke (1950) $§
o NBLA R BBy iR B AESE & bR — 4K 76 E AR RN
B NS AR ER - SE SRR —MA B mir
&y > MR IR E I 2H A BB > KRS HE W -

15 5% = R W] Burke FY J 5 & Wy > (EL S 2 T B4 9 2 28R TR] > Burke
B2 BB R FE S [178) | (action) BL1TE)# (actor/agent) ¥ F& 1 J=)
THT Y ISk BRI AR o 1 SR i BG4 v A [ 3R 9 (acting ) B 3R 8 T g
W AR B EN SR (BCESUE - YL - EBARE > 2014 : 119) -

TECH H A G 89 B R ) (The presentation of self in everyday
life) =W > mRE (1992) &84 Ll B35 W B > A BB AT B A
B EAETE R > WA RIS NSRS 28 e BB Lum s — R
JEE U SRER B o AT 2 P BUSR B s IR H R AR TR R > BB
i~ 1% ~ FAb=KImEE T o b

1. &ar

BB B > AR R EBEM IR - R RS WA E
Fro BRI (front) 295 16 18 B R 5 IRF A A — T 2 A ] 2 7 SRR
R E HEATIE BE A E BB o & R IR A A R P A B AR
(T Y 0 R E R V2R B (Goffman, 1959, p. 22) o 7E & BT84 » At X
LA 43 By AR (setting) FIELFY T (personal front) i {f [ =] o
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) HNIREEE (setting)

WIETE G B - RO R - FEE R R M R E R B AN
1) R R (A o] D B R > R AR B B R AR T > Al
WhZE BB AN E R o
2) fifl AP 1#i (personal front)

Fi 1Y) A2 J i ﬁﬁ*ﬁ&ﬁ B L 42 3 o O A R ek ) HA R Ay
ELTE B IR S A R GE ~ ARG ~ MERI - ARl - BERERE - B MAES
BB TR0 Ty AR AT AR (R AF > (R RE A S L S BE S
JEEFE R BB MAE) (RRE > 1992 - 26) -

B NPT AT 4 5y o AR (appearance) > $8 A& AR LL AT DL B Ry 45
AR A J e s L AL ML > B IR R B RS IR L B A AE
R RIS IRARSE 5 B2 11 (manner) > 5 ARSRE S 15 FRFRAM T
HHE S L A A F AT 8RR > BEEE M -~ skt oy R
AP RIESE o

R (1992) B4 » WREKMBIAENEES ENELER
HEIFEN > ABIRANE SR EEE - REIRNITHHEF T8
1E > RGN F 5 1Y A 0 o 17T SR IR A A B R R E A
WRUBRT > B B SRR T A B S AN ARAF AT A IR B B
%F‘F

SER TR T /MBI KB AL 5k IR E B
o ’jE,H\ Fr & R A W BB T 5 8 S Y Rl B
FE P A A R AR AR I L o

75 1A HE AR A
W A e

2. & # (back stage)

PUSBIEIT S - BEEREES A - BPRENES - fedt
HEWE ~ btk ~ BB IT > 1675 B 8 T ASE R R g 5 > Gk
A EHIRR B C o SEIRTERR & W RBUASZEM & AT R EFAE
Al RE - (2 B AR 2 1T & U D VR B S 5 A0 M i i b [ - 2
AR E A FE L EEER o mR® (1992 - 123) RIERE| - &M R
HE BEATE B B BLBURA I w7 2 BER 2 [R] > g v b — ] 292 1l Y o
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FERFRNE AT — 2R > JE & E 2SR SR AU B AR UL - il an

PO 4 BLER R R~ M SR S A R A
VR ST RN RESE - o7 RV B vl DAME B 0 > SR BRI AN 5
REP—ER > 2R > DUERAEHHCR (FRE - 1992 ¢ 144) o

Fihh > mREWEI > HEAEFE KPR @EhZ A20HE
PE > FF B — 8BS 8 S0 58 B o B M — MRS > & R 2 TR T B BE
(performance team) 2 [ B BE | (team) — il % 2 o $5 76 & [A] — % B2
IREAR B A VERARAT—BEN > MR AE R — 1 5 32 - Dt e e R 3
AL > AT (B2 > 1992 1 87) -

AW A TR EBIPE] » (AE A2 ANERE (S B4
R - BN~ BB > TN o g R A R
PRI A LAt 2 38 2 1 SCAb 2 ) > ST AR S e IR > B2 sl b e R B S
JESCAL B BOR B IE 5 BN BT A R E AR R RN > W RAE R
> A AAF IR L BIAE A (R B 5% 2 ik (9 J/ AP B 8L IRF ) »
BRI REE > NFgEIHEZEE > SR RGEHENNAR
b o BT EEAE ISR — B ik AR > (BT T B 3 % 5% FF 0. 380 IR iy Jre B
P18 M ] B S AL A TR

IL. o A N B B 3 SO AL B

B SCRRE] - B AAEEE QA A THEM G > i fF St
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